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Grandview mourns Rose passing
By CHERYL ORSON
Correspondent

PISCATAWAY — Wayne
Rose, 53, beloved principal of
Grandview Elementary School
since 1998, died at his Monroe
home on New Year's Day.

In coping with his sudden
and unexpected loss, Director
of School Counseling Dr.
Dorothy Young said phone
calls and letters were immedi-
ately sent out to faculty and
students that Friday. On

Saturday, the school opened
from 10 a.m. to noon for staff
counseling. Early Monday
morning, before school
opened after the long holiday
break, the staff met again to
discuss the stages of grief and
different classroom activities
that could be done in helping
the young students express
their feelings.

Following the flag salute,
teachers read a brief age-
appropriate statement to

their classes explaining Rose
had died. The students were
told death is a complex issue
which could cause them to
experience different emotion-
al reactions. The youngsters
were told it's important to
share their feeling and to let
their teachers know if they
wanted to talk to a counselor.
At the end of the day, after
reminding students to talk to
their friends and family about
Rose's loss, a moment of

silence was held for the well-
loved principal.

"He was wonderful, a very
kind and caring man," said
Young.

Other school administrators
also expressed their sense of
loss in Rose's passing, espe-
cially so soon into the New
Year in what is generally sup-
posed to be a joyous time.

"The New Year began on a
somber note for our schools,"
said Superintendent Robert

Copeland, stating Rose began
his career as a district music
teacher and in that capacity
touched many lives. "He was
well-respected by his col-
leagues, his cheerful outlook
will be remembered."

"It's a big loss to the school
district," said Board of
Education President Paul
Herman. "He's been very
helpful to the students."

Continued on page A-2

DARE to be creative

Party for
Keystone
The Knights of Columbus
held its annual Christmas
party for the Keystone
Community. See p'age A-8
for more information.

Decorating the
borough tree
Dunellen Brownie and Girl
Scouts gathered last month
to decorate the borough
tree. For the photo, see
page A-3.

NICOLE DIMELLA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

DARE winners Gabrielia DeMarco, left, and Callie Siegert, both sixth-graders at Saint James School in
Bernards, admire their winning entry, along with the other artwork chosen for inclusion in the Somerset
County Prosecutor's anti-drug use calendar at a reception in Somerville last week. Students from
throughout the county compete with various drawings, all with a common message - Don't Do Drugs.
Winners received U.S. Savings bonds.

Edison will tackle open space

Playmobile
brings fun
and learning
P!aymobile USA has been
setting up events in area*
malls to demonstrate their
toy line. See page A-5 for
more information.

By TODD JACOBUS
Correspondent

EDISON — Taxes and open
space issues will remain at the
forefront of Edison Township's
2004 political agenda, accord-
ing to the three members of
the municipal council who
were sworn in at a meeting
held Jan. 1.

The council also elected
members Robert Diehl as
president and Parag Patel as
vice-president.

Charles Tomaro, Peter
Barnes m, Joan Kapitan and
William Kruczak each won re-
election for a third term on
the council in the November
2003. Kruczak could not
attend the meeting and will
be sworn in at a later date.

Tomaro hopes to extend
Edison's open space tax for
another 15 years. The poten-
tial $7-8 million generated by
the extension would aid open

space purchases and allow the
township to compete for state
grants, said Tomaro. He pro-
posed adding a question to
the 2004 ballot asking for
such an extension.

The current open space tax
of 1 cent per $100 of assessed
value was approved in 1998
for a 15-year lifespan. The
township was able to borrow
$7 million in 2000 through a
bond sale versus the anticipat-
ed revenue. Having already
spent the majority of those
funds on pertinent purchases,
Tomaro hopes the township
can repeat the process.

Peter Barnes in, sworn in by
his father, Assemblyman Peter
Barnes Jr. (D-18th Dist.), also
stressed the theme of open-
space. "Our goal has always
been to provide a park or
recreation center within walk-
ing distance of every citizen,"
Barnes in said. "There are
still vast areas which can be

explored for the purchase of
so-called pocket parks in nat-
ural settings, and I call on the
council to expedite movement
on these properties."

Joan Kapitan reflected on
the eight years these four
council members have served
together. "All of them I may
not always agree with, but
everybody is entitled to his
own opinion. We respect that
right to differ and we respect
one another."

Mayor George Spadoro was
grateful for the continuity of
the council he has known for
the majority of his own 10-
year term.

"If you listen to the remarks
of each of them, and thought
about what they said, you can
tell what thoughtful and intel-
ligent public servants they
are," said Spadoro. "They all
have a clear understanding of

Continued on page A-2

South Bound
Brook looks to a
busy year 2004

SOUTH BOUND BROOK —
This is a community with
many silver linings.

That was the key phrase in
Mayor Jo-Anne Schubert's
New Year's Day address dur-
ing the borough's annual reor-
ganization meeting held yes-
terday at the Robert Morris
School.

One of those "silver linings"
is the redevelopment of the
former -GAF site on Main
Street. Schubert said the site
was "once the hub our com-
munity, but has since become
an asbestos graveyard."

"Our dreams to redevelop
the sight led us to choosing a
redeveloper, but becoming
dissatisfied with their plans
for the site, we decided to
change redevelopers. Matzel
and Mumford (Hazlet, NJ)
have demonstrated them-
selves to be up to the chal-
lenge, and in 2003 saw the
first building demolished on
the site."

Schubert's first order of
business in 2004 is to continue
the business of redeveloping
and cleaning up the former
site. The borough's plan is to
construct 152 upscale town-
houses, 35,000 square feet of
commercial space and a new
borough hall. A pedestrian
walkway will extend from
Main Street and Canal Road,
along the Delaware-Raritan
Canal, all the way to
Washington Street.

"Environmental cleanup has
begun and under the watchful
eye of the New Jersey
Department of
Environmental Protection, we
will have a site which will
meet all criteria required for
redevelopment," she said.
"During 2004, we will see the
rest of the buildings demol-
ished and new construction
will commence. Our dreams
are becoming real. More silver
linings."

Before Schubert gave her
address, she, along with

Councilmen Ronald Henry
and Anthony Godleski, were
sworn into office. All three
won their respective races
during last year's general
election. Schubert is begin-
ning her third term as mayor,
while Henry will serve as
chairman of the borough's
Governmental Liaison
Committee. Godleski will
chair the finance committee.

Henry thanked all the resi-
dents who elected him to
serve on the council. Before
Henry entered politics, he
served as a borough police
office and later became police
chief totaling 35 years of ser-
vice.

"I was born and raised here
and I'm glad the people have
confidence in my abilities to
serve them on the council,"
Henry said. "I assure them I
will accomplish this job to the
best of my abilities. The
future looks bright for South
Bound Brook, but there is still
much to be done."

Another project underway
in the borough is the Main
Street and Canal Road
Streetscape Project, which is
key for the revitalization of
the borough's Main Street.
The revitalization of Main
Street will allow itself to mar-
ket the borough so it can
attract new businesses and
visitors here.

Work on rebuilding Main
Street and Canal Road began
in April 2003 was funded by
the Federal Economic
Development Agency and is
supervised by the Somerset
County Engineers
Department. This project will
include new sidewalks, the
realignment of Cherry Street
at Main Street, the adfiition of
traffic lights at Main and
Washington streets, new
street lighting, etc.

According to Councilman
Terry Warrelmann, the bor-

Continued on page A-2

Chili cook off
in Dunellen
The Dunellen High School
Class of 2004 Project
Graduation is hosting a chili
cook-off Jan. 10 at the high
school. Prizes will be By LIBBY BARSKY
awarded in two categories: Correspondent
Judge's Choice and SOUTH PLAINFIELD - As
People s Choice. The cook- o n e o f i t s l a s t a c t s o f t h e
off begins 4 p.m. and ends t h e Borough Council
8 p.m. Tickets are $6 for approved an ordinance to
adults and $4 for students amend the service contract
and children. For more w i t h the Plainfield Area
information, or to enter your Regional Sewerage Authority
chili, call Lou Anne Stebor (PARSA) to change its bil l ing
at (732) 752-0341. practices at a special meeting

held Dec. 29.
"We're housecleaning some

words that were in the agree-
ment," said Mayor Daniel
Gallagher.

The "words" in question
Commentary ...A-4 a^lXto the mf thod f b U ^s

J that is currently employed by
Entertainment A-7 PARSA. According to

.Gallagher, the borough is
SDOrtS B-1 being overcharged by the

PARSA .The intent of new
ObitUaHeS A-6 wording sought by the bor-

ough is to bill the industrial
Seniors A-7 users directly according to the

amount of pollutants that
.B-Z they deliver which need spe-

cial wastewater treatment by

Borough wants to
change sewage
billing system

the Middlesex County
Utilities Authority.

The borough is also seeking
to eliminate providing a sewer
capacity needs report every
three years and replace it
with a "more discretionary
approach." '

"We thought that South
Plainfield should have voting
rights since we are the largest
user and we pay the largest
portion," Gallagher said.

The borough has hired the
Grotto Engineering
Associates at a fee not to
exceed $5000 as its arbitrator
to handle the changes that
South Plainfield is request-
ing.

"With the change in billing,
everyone will pay a propor-
tionate fee," said Gallagher.

In the early 1990s there was
a building moratorium
because of the borough's lack
of sewer capacity. During this

Continued on page A-2

Hat and Mitten Trees

Students from Our Lady of Mount Virgin School in Middlesex decorated a Hat and Mitten Tree last
month to collect hats and mittens to be donated to those in need.


