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Bound Brook
Hall of Famers
Bound Brook High School's
inaugural hall of fame class
will be inducted this week-
end. For the final entries
into the hall, see page A-10.

BB, SBB get
county grant
Bound Brook and South
Bound Brook ̂ received a
county grant for a joint pro-
ject the two boroughs are
working on. For the story,
see page A-7,

Edison writer
up for award
Edward Carchia of Edison
has a short story nominated
for a literary award. For the
full story, see page A-12.

School board
meeting change
The Middlesex Board of
Education meeting for Nov.
24 has been moved to Von
E. Mauger Middle School's
library. The meeting starts
at 7 p.m.
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asrd supporters file for recount
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.ters of a
ward election system in
Edison filed for a recount
after being informed the
municipal question to go to
such a system was defeated by
a mere 29 votes in a 6,626-
6,597 decision.

After failing to place the
question on the 2002 ballot,
ward proponents successfully

petitioned to have the ques-
tion opened to Edison's voters
this year. Dividing Edison's
more than 100,000 population
into five wards would have
brought the "power back to
the people, where it belongs,"
said petitioner and ex-
Councilman William
Stephens.

Former Councilwoman
Antonia Ricigliano noted,
"Four council people live

within walking distance of
each other. The extreme north
and south of Edison doesn't
really have the representation
you think would occur."

Mayor George Spadoro, in a
written statement regarding
the results, said "I believe the
voters' rejection of the pro-
posal echoes what I've noted
all along — our system of gov-
ernment is working to effec-
tively deliver services in a fis-

cally responsible way. The vot-
ers obviously said Edison's
current local government sys-
tem isn't broken and there is
no need to change it."

But Councilwoman Joan
Kapitan did not think the
defeat was all that clear.

"The voters have spoken,
but it was a very narrow mar-
gin, so I can see why those
who supported the wards
would want a recount," she

said.
The ward petitioners said

they knew they had an uphill
battle, but their efforts were
dealt a serious blow when
their Oct. 16 public meeting
about the issue was not run on
Edison's local TV station,
channel 22. Edison Director of
Law Louis Rainone called the
petitioners a political action

Continued on page A-2

Holiday bazaar Diocese doing
background
checks on priests

tJIi-Ul > OIMUIASTAIT- P'fOTCKiKAPHER

Katelyn. 20 months.
Karaiyn. 5 months, and
mother Mariene Con ieii
pose wi!h Santa Glaus
(Keith Hook of Hillsborough)
during the Holiday Bazaar at
the United Methodist Church
in Bound Brook this past
weekend. Shoppers enjoyed
searching for bargains dur-
ing the event.

By CHERYL ORSON
Correspondent

The Metuchen Diocese has
begun conducting criminal
background checks on more
than 10,000 people — includ-
ing all its priests.

The move comes in response
to I he child sex abuse scandal
that has plagued the Roman
Catholic Church in America
for more than two years now.
The diocese, which serves
more than 500,000 parish-
ioners in four counties includ-
ing Middlesex and Somerset,
had recently wnoved five
priests from their ministries
;is a result of child sex abuse
charges.

From now on, any diocese
employee having direct con-
tact with a minor more than
once or contact with a minor
on an overnight activity, must

submit to a state police fin-
gerprinting and criminal
background check. This
includes all diocese school
employees, priests, deacons,
seminarians, directors of
youth ministry programs, sum-
mer camp personnel, mainte-
nance staff and even any ven-
dors having any contact with
minors. Checks will start with
existing employees and volun-
teers with all new personnel
and volunteers being
screened upon their accep-
tance proceedings.

Within the past two weeks,
diocese priests were informed
via a formal letter of the dio-
cese's new employee finger-
printing requirement.

The new employment policy
isjpiart of a national compact.

Continued on page A-2

Peers helping freshmen
Freshman Assimilation Project at the borough high school

EPA wants
cleanup of
properties near
Superfund site

By LIBBV BARSKY
Correspondent

SOUTH PLAINFIKLD —
Moving from middle school to
high school is a huge change
and can be difficult for stu-
dents.

To ease the passage of these
beginning students to their
new environment South
Plainfieki High School initiat-
ed the Freshman Assimilation
Project. The core of the pro-
gram is to connect freshmen
to upperclassmen to whom
they can go to for help, guid-
ance or advice.

"Over the past two years we
have been training our
.Student Leadership Group in
activities to help them to
develop the knowledge and
skills that they will need to
conduct sessions with fresh
men. This program will help to
create a culture that promotes
respect, kindness and accep-
tance among students," said

staff developer Mary Ellen
Martko, who with counselor
Tom Baker has been training
the students.

On Friday, Nov. 14, all the
freshmen in the high school
were divided into 31 groups of
10 to meet with their two
assigned peer leaders. Each
group has two tipperclassmen.
a junior and a sensor, trained
as peer leaders who will sta\
in contact with their group
throughout the year and hold
future meeting with them.

At their first session, the
peer leaders initiated fresh-
men introductions, talked
about rheir own experiences
in high school and explained
the purpose of the program —
to help freshmen adjust to
high school life. The upper-
clansmen also exchanged
phone numbers and schedules
with the 10 members in the
group so the freshmen could
reach them for help, guidance

or advice at any lime.
"The school wanted tc start

a program that would help the
freshmen get into high school
and just make them more
comfortable, iff they have any
type of problem rhey can
come to us to t.ilk ahtmt it,"
explained st nior Arielle
Fumtisa co president of
Student Peer Leadeis/RARF

"A lot (of The freshmen3 nuid
they were scared t'i come into
the school when they first
siarted. Jt took them three
weeks to adjust and i'es-1 cum-
fortable in tin- school," said
Fumosa. adding I Jut some stu-
dents found handling the two
flours ami finding classes
extremely stressful.

Kuinosu revealed her mis-
take as <i freshman.

"I didn't fake school all that
seriously when I first started
and my C.1*A suffered. After

Continued on page A-2

By CHERYL ORSON
Correspondent

SOUTH PLAINTIKLD —
The federal Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) has
turned in an official "record
(if decision1' regarding conta-
minated properties near the
Cornell Ditbilicr Superfund
site.

During a previously held
public hearing, the EPA
unveiled three options for the
clfiintip of I'CR-conutminated
residential, commercial and
municipal properties in the
vicinity of the Cornel!
Ilubilier Superfund Site. This
does not include soil within
the boundaries of ihe Cornell
Dubilicr Superfund Site and
wixist* cleanup alternatives
.ne litiw being considered.

The cleanup alternatives for
the off site properties includ-
ed taking no action, taking
limited action with engineer-
ing and institutional controls
which in< iudud Suture opera-
tion and maintenance casts,
and the excavation and off-
silt' disposal Mtd treatment of

soil in these properties. The
EPA has since chosen the lat-
ter alternative.

Under this plan for these
properties, an estimated 2,100
cubic yards of PCB-contami-
nated soil will be excavated
and removed for disposal at
an approved landfill where it
will be treated. An additional
sampling of 12 to 5'J other sus- •
peeled properties will also be
conducted during this time
and possibly suil excavated
and removed from these sites
as well.These additional prop-
erties include a single-family
home, an automotive repair
station, a construction compa-
ny office and the site of a for-
mer day ran- center. Further,
tlu- Ki'A will also reevaluate
removal actions previously
conducted ai 13 near-by resi-
dences *md might choose to
take additional actions in
litest- cases. Clean soil will be
used as backfill in all areas
where soil was removed.

Additional investigation of

Continued on page A-2

Development of YMCA site is progressing
Redevelopment plans for Stelton Road area also underway with planning board and council

By CHERYL ORSON
Correspondent

P1SCATAWAY — Township
r>««tmftMnr,, JI A officials reported thev are

Commentary A-4 m.lkim pro|ress „„ tw* pro.
jects to improve the communi-
ty.

Specifically these projects
involve ihe construction of a
future YMCA site and the
redevelopment of Stelton
Road near the Edison border.
Officials -said both projects
will improve the community
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and enhance the quality of
life of its residents.

Township Attorney James
Clarkin reported the township
has instituted litigation to
foreclose on a tax sales certifi-
cate on property it owns near
the proposed future YMCA
site off Hoes Lane and Park
Avenue. lit* said in order ro
make- this liiigution easier the
township is going to purchase*
tax sales certificates Lackland
Inc. holds on five other adjoin-

ing properties.
"Our ultimate goal is to

obtain title to this property
without competing," said
Clarkin. stating "we would
really like to have them (the
properties! for the project"
especially as the project's site
layout is still unknown.

Council President Steven
Cahn, Chairman of the YMCA
Committee, said the property
might be needed for an addi-
tional road or parking lot in

this area. Mayor Brian Wahler,
commenting on acquiring this
property, said "it's the smart
move to do,"

On the redevelopment of
Stt'lton Road, Clarkin said the
Planning Board, after talking
with area business owners as
required by law, has created a
list of properties u> he poten-
tial redevelopment areas.
Clarkin said this is the first
step in the redevelopment
process which he character-

ized as "a ping-pong K
with at least four volleys goin,.'
back and fourth between the
board (making recommenda-
tions} and the council which
would then decide how to pro-
feed.

Clarlcia said in the first vol-
ley the board, after receiving
input ,Yom its planner, will
recommend to the council the
geographical area in need of

Continued on page A-2


