SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
October 9, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aronowitz at 7:00 PM

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno, Ms. Nina Rohrer, Ms. Pat Massey, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, and Ms. Christine Faustini.
Staff and Guests:  Mr. Ken Morgan, Ms. Libby Barsky, Mr. Robert Longo, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Library Director, Linda Hansen and Patricia Gustafson

Ms. Sue Goulet led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Nina Rohrer to accept the minutes of the meeting of September 11, 2012.  Motion was passed unanimously.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS

Vouchers where reviewed and signed by Mr. Aronowitz, prior to the board session. Mr. Jones indicated he reviewed and signed the checks also. Vouchers totaled $54,017.48 from check number #1009 to #10056.  Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini. Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Aronowitz asked Mr. Robert Longo of Cornerstone Architectural, to give his preliminary presentation for the proposed 6,000 ft. addition to the present library. Mr. Aronowitz also said that there would be no questions from the public at this time.  This is just a review for the board to see and make any comments on the addition. Mr. Longo proceeded to show a power point presentation, indicating where the addition would be, the larger circulation desk, offices, IT room, larger children’s room and private study rooms among other changes.  He also provided print out of his slide presentation for the board to review and answered a few questions from the Board.  After Mr. Longo’s presentation, Mr.Aronowitz thanked Mr. Longo for his presentation returned the meeting to regular order of business.
EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the statistical report.  Motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Ms.Linda Hansen said she would email the link and password for the online 

Trustees Academy offered through the NJ State Library. Ms. Hansen also commented that is was good to see the employees getting more involved in library programs.
A motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms Stephanie Bonnano to accept the Director’s report.  Motion was passed unanimously.
FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

September 2012 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account   September 1     
 $ 338.097.12



             September 31       $ 374,229.43

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 





 September 1           $109,579.96



           September 31
 $109,713.19

Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





September 1

 $ 385,019.82






September 31
 $ 385,331.13

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




September 1

  $1,591,038.46




September 31
  $1,591,692.44

Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)





September 1

  $ 500,524.24





September 31
  $ 500,874.24

Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Mr. Robert
Bengivenga to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report – Ms. Christine Faustini – nothing to report. 
Personnel Committee –Mr. Gary Jones – nothing to report
Buildings & Grounds – Mr. Bengivenga said flag has been raised and 

Check valve has been installed.
Technology Committee Report – Mr. Aronowitz said they had a technology committee meeting and turned the meeting over to Ms. Linda Hansen to explain what they discussed and what they decided on for new computers. Committee decided to replace all 8 computers at once rather then 4 now and 4 later. Monitors will also be replaced and is included in the price.

Ms. Hansen also said the library will need a new printer at a later date. Also talked about a back-up system for internal files.
Motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the technology report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Friends of the Library-  Ms. Stephanie Bonnano gave report on the book and bake sale which raised $1,141.00 and Friends would like to have book sales twice a year.  Spelling bee will be held off for a while due to complications.
Also have 2 programs coming up, marbleizing silk scarf’s on 10/18 and gift wrapping on 11/29.

Long Range Planning – nothing to report
Mayor’s Report – Committee working hard to come up with a plan,
About 85% done with plan except for changes the committee or library board may make.  Other steps need to be done before coming to agreement, pushing forward and continue to work on addition.  Value Boards opinion and hope we are all on the same track.
Liaison to the School Report   - Ms. Pat Massey – nothing to report
President’s Report – Mr. Aronowitz said book sale was great success, and said that Ms. Phyllis Aronowitz, president of Friends of Library, and her committee did a tremendous job on the book sale.  He also acknowledged and thanked library staff for their help during the book sale.
OLD BUSINESS   - NONE
PUBLIC COMMMENT-
Since no member of the public wished to make any comments, a motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded to Mayor Anesh to close the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS –   
A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey
To purchase 8 new computers from Majestic Enterprises for $750. ea. Not to exceed $6,000.00. Ms. Christine Faustini questioned the cost of the computers.  Her question was answered and motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to purchase a back-up system not to exceed $1,565.00. Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to purchase Cybrarian software at a cost of $4,961.20.  Motion was passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to close on Sunday, November 11 in honor of Veteran’s Day.

Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to close the library at 6 PM the day before Thanksgiving, Wednesday 11/21.Motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to follow the lead of the town council to close the Friday after Thanksgiving, 11/23.  Motion passed unanimously.

TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Ms. Christine Faustini – likes design, very smart and will work
Sue Goulet – Bldg. design is good – Happy Halloween, see you next month  

Stephanie Bonnano – like the design of addition, worried about flooding
Mr. Robert Bengivenga- likes progress, being a builder, has a few questions but will look over plans in more detail and have some suggestions.
Ms. Nina Rohrer – Glad about progress, hopes building works for library and staff – personally does not like all the glass.
Mr. Gary Jones – likes design, offices to far away from action, would look over plans more closely – doesn’t like having only a ramp to enter Library.
Ms. Pat Massey – Thrilled with progress, likes addition in front, happy with the plans. 
Mr. Eric Aronowitz – Feels we made good progress in short amount of time.
Ms. Sue Goulet asked if the addition would raise property taxes and Mr. Aronowitz indicated that hasn’t been discussed yet because it is in the planning stages, but will be worked out.

AJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

