These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 

to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
November 12, 2013
The meeting was called to order by President, Ms. Darlene Cullen at 7:00 PM. 
Ms. Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Ms. Stephanie Bonanno, Ms. Christine Faustini, Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel, Mr. Gary Jones and Mr. Frank Lemos, Ms. Melissa Katsingris and Ms. Darlene Cullen . Ms. Nina Rohrer was excused. 
Ms. Patricia Gustafson was also excused and Ms. Linda Hansen will be taking the minutes.

Staff and Guests: Mr. Ken Morgan, Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Ms. Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mr. Ken Bonanno, Libby Barsky and Ms. Linda Hansen.
Mr. Frank Lemos led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to accept the minutes of the October 8, 2013 meeting. Motion passed unanimously.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS  Vouchers were reviewed by Mr. Gary Jones and Ms. Christine Faustini, prior to the board meeting.  Checks totaled $53,039.36 from check #10525 to #10569. Motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to accept the payment of vouchers. Motion passed unanimously.
MONTHLY REPORTS
Expense Report   
Mr. Frank Lemos questioned credit and Ms. Hansen said it was a credit from Verizon and E-Rate.
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Frank Lemos to accept the monthly expense report. Motion passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report  
Motion was made by Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and seconded by Mr. Frank Lemos to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report  
Motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to accept the statistical report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Director’s Report

Mr. Walter, our computer guy, said we have about 8 computers that we use for parts, etc.  Don’t need that many and he asked the board if we could donate 6 of the computers to a local group home.  He would wipe them clean before donating them and can get documentation from the home.  Ms. Cullen asked if there was someplace in town where we could donate them?  Keystone was mentioned as a possibility; Ms. Hansen will check further for someplace in town or donate them to Bridgewater. Mr. Aronowitz said resolution is needed if library donates the computers. Motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to accept the director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Darlene Cullen
October 2013 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account    October 1        $   433,438.20



              October 31      $   267,930.08

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 




    October 1
       $     35,112.42

  

              
                                   October 31     $    236,277.97
          Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





    October 1       $   386,475.61       


   
 
                        October 31      $   386,557.68

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)
 October 1        $1,750,069.94

 October 31      $1,750,813.27


Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)

 October 1         $  505,149.55
   October 31       $  505,514.35
Mr. Gary Jones said he went to Unity Bank and only 3 people are signed up for credit for the library.  Ms. Hansen will call Maria, from Unity Bank, and invite her back to discuss the program.  Mr. Lemos suggested bringing it up at PTA meetings.
There is a separate report for expenses involving the addition.

Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Policy Committee – Mr. Gary Jones-nothing to report

Personnel Committee –Ms. Christine Faustini- Nothing to report
Building and Grounds- Mr. Robert Bengivenga – Nothing to report
Mr. Bengivenga wanted to talk about a nice Veteran’s Ceremony at Franklin School that he attended.  Six of the teachers did Andrews Sister routine, also all Veterans were called up and presented with medal.  School also made a $1000.00 donation to organizations that help veterans in hospitals. The school also had a flag ceremony outside in memory of Trisha Moretti. He will not be next meeting, taking granddaughter to Disney.
Mr. Bengivenga was excused at 7:15
Community Relations Committee –Ms. Darlene Cullen- Nothing to report.
Technical Committee – Annemarie Stoeckel, nothing to report
Long Range Planning – nothing to report
Mayor’s Report – Mr. Frank Lemos – nothing to report 
Liaison to the School Report – Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel –nothing to report
President’s Report – Ms. Darlene Cullen – spoke with Chief Parker about an incident at the library a few months ago.  The same person has now had a problem in Plainfield and we have to be vigilant about who comes into the library and not be afraid to ask them to leave.
Friends of the Library – Ms. Stephanie Bonanno – Trying to figure out ways to get more members for the “Friends”.  Going to contact Mr. Cullen to get a flyer in with the sewer bill.  Mr. Jones asked when they meet. “Friends” meet on the first Thursday of the month at 7 pm at the library.
Christine asked about email blast, but we have to be careful with patron’s email. Can also be put on Facebook, Reporter and Alternative Press.  Book Sale made $1354.00, which was more then last year. Also looking into getting a banner to hang in front of library for next year.
Motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to open public portion of meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mr. Eric Aronowitz acknowledged his wife Phyllis for all her hard work for the Book Sale and also his daughter Danielle for helping out on her day off. Mr. Aronowitz also thanked Mr. Lemos for all he did, especially greeting people at the door.

Mr. Ken Morgan, would like to remind everyone that we are in the middle of “Books to Keep” holiday program, new books for young people to be distributed throughout Middlesex Co.  Also have a collection box for monetary donations.
NEW BUSINESS –
1. Motion was made by Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to close on Wed. 11/27 at 6 PM and close on Friday 11/29. After roll call vote, motion passed unanimously.
2. Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Mr. Frank Lemos to rescind previous resolution (transfer 200K to capital accounts).  After roll call vote, motion passed unanimously.
3. In 2012 Library donated total of $3000.00 to Social Services. Money comes from fines and fees.  The Library takes in over $10,000. a year in fines and fees. A motion was made by Mr. Frank Lemos and seconded by Ms. Melissa Katsingris to make a donation to Social Services in the amount of $3000.00.  After roll call vote, motion passed unanimously.
Ms. Cullen brought up to board to discuss a change in meeting night.
Personally, she does not think day should be changed.  Tuesday works well 

for the library as it closes at 6 PM
Mr. Lemos said we should address the issue every few years.  If anyone has 

problem with day should put down in writing, discuss it and look at by-laws 

and amend them.  We all have to make choices and I have had a problem in 

the past with other meetings on same night.
Mr. Frank Lemos made a motion to leave meeting day for 2014 on Tuesday,  

seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini.  After roll call vote, motion passed

unanimously.

     Mr. Gary Jones asked if the board is doing anything for Nina as her term is up.    Will get a plaque and Mr. Lemos to ask Mayor for proclamation for Nina and if he would present it.

Also asked if Board is having party prior to start of Dec. meeting. Email will 
be sent out to board members to co-ordinate the food..
    A motion was made by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini close pubic portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Stephanie Bonnano – Happy Thanksgiving
Melissa Katsingris – Happy Thanksgiving
Ms. Christine Faustini – Happy Thanksgiving – thanks for book sale help
Mr. Frank Lemos – Lets remember people in need, food banks are low – Happy Thanksgiving
Mr. Gary Jones – Happy Holidays.  He ran a 5K to fight hunger “Rutgers against Hunger”
Ms. Annmarie Stoeckel – Happy Thanksgiving – The Education Association is having fund raiser at Barnes and Noble in Menlo Park come in and shop. I will be there all day.
Ms. Darlene Cullen – Happy Thanksgiving and thanks for all that you do for the library
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Ms. Melissa Katsingris and seconded by Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel to adjourn at the meeting at 7:39.  Motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,
Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

