These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 

to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES

March 12, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Darlene Cullen at 7:00 PM

Ms. Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Ms. Stephanie Bonanno,  Ms. Melissa Katsingris, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, Ms. Darlene Cullen, Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and Ms. Christine Faustini.  Mr. Robert Bengivenga and Ms. Nina Rohrer where excused.
Staff and Guests:  Eric Aronowitz, Ken Morgan, Ken Bonnano, Danielle Aronowitz, Frank Lemos, Amy Johnson, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Glenn Cullen, Bella Rowlands, Christina Paez, Mija Clemente, Charlene Varry, Libby Bartsky, Nancy Grennier, Amy Johnson and Library Director, Linda Hansen .

Mr. Gary Jones led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made Ms. Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to accept the minutes of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS
Vouchers where reviewed by Mr. Gary Jones and Ms. Christine Faustini, prior to the board meeting.  Ms. Darlene Cullen reviewed and signed the checks totaling $34,929.85 from check #10207 to #10245.  Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Melissa Katsingris to accept the payment of vouchers. Motion passed unanimously.
EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Ms. Sue Goulet to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Melissa Katsingris and seconded by Mr. Annemarie Stoeckel to accept the statistical report.  Motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT-
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to accept the director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.
FINANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Christine Faustini
February 2013 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account    February 1     
  $ 489,822.54



              February 28          $ 515,585.21

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 




    February 1
  $ 111,986.67



  

              February 28          $ 112,932.26
 
         Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





   February 1             $ 385,835.55






   February 28           $ 385,909.55          

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




  February 1              $1,594,376.58




  February 28
   $1,594,988.23

Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)

February 1              $ 502,310.77


  February 28
   $  502,638.40
Motion was made by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Ms. Sue Goulet to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Personnel Committee –Ms. Christine Faustini – send something to librarian, Chris Grippo.
Buildings & Grounds – Mr. Bengivenga was not in attendance, but reported to Ms. Cullen that front light still not working and Mr. Caparelli looked into it.   Bulbs very expensive and library will not pursue at this time because addition will rectify the problem.
Technical Committee – Nothing to report

Community Relations – nothing to report

Long Range Planning –Nothing to report 
Mayor’s Report – Melissa Katsingris nothing to report 
Liaison to the School Report   - Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel, great day for Reading across America.  Also moving ahead with “Parent Academy” link on website.  Few workshops scheduled, first one is March 28, representative coming from National Council of Alcohol and Drug Dependency.  Other workshop scheduled see attached sheet.
President’s Report –Committee met for community block plan request. Linda and Darlene attended meeting and asked for $40,000.  We where awarded $23,800 towards handicap entrance.  Working with engineer for 3 phases – survey done, enough room for addition and 2 more phases to be completed. 
Did meet with architect and went over what was needed and what we can have. Feasibility study is free of charge. Conceptual budget was given and it is falling within guidelines.  We will have package at next meeting for discussion. Ms. Cullen thanked everyone who was involved in “Read across America”.

Friends of the Library- Stephanie Bonnano – Pass from Intrepid came back, for patrons of the library, also Camden Aquarium, Museum of National History. Soft sell right now, if all works out will be put on website in April. Also will start delivering book to homebound and nursing home. Also need large print books.  “Friends” working on other ideas for the future.
OLD BUSINESS- Last month, Mr. Bengivenga asked for open forum, Ms. Cullen researched rules and general comments can be made.  Comments to pertain to new business only.
PUBLIC COMMMENT-   .

NEW BUSINESS –
1. Architect-   Last month Ms. Cullen forgot to bring to a vote the architect.  Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano to accept Sonnenfeld & Trocchia as architects for the addition to the library.  Motion passed unanimously.
2. Budget Transfer Resolution - Transfer $150,000 from 2012 surplus fund in the 2013 operating budget to the capital reserve fund.  Motion was made by Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and seconded Ms. Melissa Katsingris to accept the transfer of funds.  Motion passed unanimously.
3. Expansion Resolution- Library has certified to the governing body of the Boro of South Plainfield that there is available the sum of $2,100,000. for the expansion of the South Plainfield library.  This resolution is permission to expand the funds to build the library. 
Mr. Aronowitz said this is the proper resolution. Motion was made by Christine Faustini and seconded by Sue Goulet to accept the resolution.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Video Game Policy – Policy committee met to discuss video policy. Ms. Hansen provided policies from other libraries, which where much the same. We have a large selection and large circulation of videos.  Library cards renewed every 3 years for residents – every year non-residents. May create third permission slip.
Now we have JNOAV- under 18, printed material.
JAV – under age of 18 to borrow with parents consent to borrow printed material all audiovisual material.
New card parents would sign to permit children to take out audiobooks, music CD’s and movies and another permission slip would include video games.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley – any breakdown of children to adults taking out videos. No breakdown available.

Amy Johnson- A few libraries banned video games. Ms. Hansen will check into various libraries to double check their policy and permission slips.  Highland Park and Paterson banned videos.
Ms. Cullen – how many complaints have there been for children taking out videos.  None as far as Ms. Hansen or past president Mr. Arnonowitz know.
Christine Paez – Parents should be responsible for what their children are doing, not libraries.

Mr. Ken Morgan – No complaints from parents, only how much do I owe in fines.
Ms. Hansen – only buy videos by request.   Top 10 “M” rating.

Frank Lemos – books and video for learning? Going thru period of gun control, etc.  Library “free public library” shouldn’t be in video business.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley – Teaching has changed, books have changed Video stores out of business –coming to library for video games is keeping kids off the streets.  Have to change with times.
Additional comments:

Christine Faustini – permission slip should be signed when cards renewed, need additional level of permission.

Stephanie Bonnano –  My parents trusted us and there are parents out there that trust their kids

Sue Goulet – Library place for kids to come to read and learn not play video games.

Melissa Katsingris – Agree with additional permission slip

Charlene Varry – Where do we put permission slips, if new one is needed – Ms. Hansen, scanning and shredding as child come of age.
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Sue Goulet to close public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.   
Motion was made by Melissa Katsingris and seconded by Christine Faustini to go forward with the new layer for the permission slip.
Roll Call vote was taken:

Sue Goulet – abstain

Stephanie Bonnano – yes

Melissa Katsingris – yes

Christine Faustini – yes

Gary Jones – yes

Annemarie Stoeckel – yes

Darlene Cullen - yes
TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Sue Goulet –  Friends of Library needs volunteers for delivery to homebound
Stephanie Bonnano –  Do like the idea of new permission slip
Melissa Katsingris – Agree with permission slips.
Christine Faustini – Thanks to staff and patrons for Read Across America, loved reading to class, great experience, still children and liked to be read to.
Gary Jones – If you try to protect kids too much, they are at a disadvantage.  They have to grow with boundaries.  Third option is one we should go with.
Annmarie Stoeckel – I agree third option is one to go with.  Change is difficult moving towards e books – e readers – A lot of college courses now on video games.  Library has to move forward or will be out of business.
Darlene Cullen – Thanks to everyone, staff, and patrons for coming out.  Additional is going to be a big undertaking
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

