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SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES

March 13, 2012
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aronowitz at 7:00 PM

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance
with the Open Public meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting
was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News
and The Home New Tribune.

ROLL CALL- Present

Eric Aronowitz, Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Nina Rohrer, Dr.
Gary Bowen, Sue Goulet, Mayor Matt Anesh and Gary Jones (arrived at
7:05).

Excused: Christine Faustini

Staff and Guests: Linda Hansen, new Library Director, Sundra Randoph,
Ken Morgan, Cheryl Keraga, Danielle Aronowitz, Pat Massey, Stephanie
Bartfalvi, Frank Lemos, Kay Denton, Cheryl Nagel Smiley, Libby Barsky
and Pat Gustafson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to
approve the minutes of a special meeting held Jan. 26, 2012. The motion
was unanimously approved.
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Moved by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Stephanie Bonanno, the minutes of
the last meeting, February 15, 2012, where approved. Motion passed
unanimously.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS

Vouchers where reviewed and signed by Mr. Aronowitz, prior to the board
session. Eric had a few questions for Sunnie on voucher #9708 Majestic
Enterprises for $5,375. Sunnie said it was for the fire wall for the whole
computer system. Original quote was around $6,000. job came in cheaper.
Also check # 9732 was for cataloging software. Also questioned was
Verizon bill, it was explained that each line and fax, computers etc. are
billed separately. Moved by Gary Jones and seconded by Nina Rohrer to
authorize payment of checks numbered from #9700 to #9738 totaling
$40,309.99. Motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Aronowitz called a five minute break to discuss with Sue Goulet and
Robert Bengivenga whether there could be an executive session after the
regular meeting. Mr.Aronowitz said it had to fall within the guidelines of
the Sunshine laws.

EXPENSE REPORTS

Monthly Expense Report — Nina questioned the expense of $5513.84 for
videos, etc. Sunnie explained it depended on reviews and what needed to be
ordered. Circulation has increased. Motion was made by Nina Rohrer and
seconded by Robert Bengivenga to accept the expense report. Motion was
passed unanimously. . |
Cash Receipt Report- Sunnie explained the cash receipt report for the
board.

Motion made by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to accept
the cash receipts report. Motion was unanimously passed.

Statistical Report — A motion was made by Robert Bengivenga and
seconded by Gary Jones to accept the statistical report. This motion was
unanimously accepted.
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Motion was made by Robert Bengivenga seconded by Gary Jones to accept
the Director’s report. Motion passed unanimously. (See full report
attached)

FINANCE REPORTS

Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

February 2012 — Beginning and Ending Balance

Operating Account Feb. 1 $141,183.20
Feb. 29 $279,734.25
Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund)
Feb. 1 $87,068.15
Feb. 29 $87,978.28
NJ Cash Management Account (Capital Reserve Fund)
Jan. 1 $2,089,305.30
Jan. 31 $2,089,360.55

Eric asked Linda Hansen, new director, to contact local banks to come in
during April and May to give us options for the Cash Management Account.
Motion was made by Gary Jones and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to
accept the finance report. Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report — nothing to report

Personnel Committee — nothing to report

Buildings & Grounds — Robert Bengivenga -will check into check valve

Friends of the Library - There will be a reorganization meeting on Tuesday
3/20/12 at 7PM

Long Range Planning — nothing to report
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Liaison to the School Report - Dr. Bowen said this was probably his last

meeting since a new superintendent was appointed. He said it was a pleasure

serving and enjoyed the time spent here. The new superintendent may name

someone to be the liaison. |

President’s Report — Eric said he would like to thank everyone who read at
the Children’s Program at the Library as part of Read Across America. They
all had fun reading Dr. Seuss
OLD BUSINESS - NONE

PUBLIC COMMMENT

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley spoke saying she was a past member of the board and
has become good friends with Sunnie and that she has done a excellent job
as Director and will miss seeing her at the Library.

Pat Massey, South Plainfield High School Librarian, also spoke. She served
on the board over 20 years and said Sunnie has done an excellent job over
the years.

No further comments, motion was made by Sue Goulet and seconded by
Robert Bengivenga to close the public portion of the meeting. Motion
approved unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Motion was made by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Gary Jones to purchase 2
Dell computers at a price of $625. ea. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion was made by Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Gary Jones to
purchase a new monitor at a cost of $200. Motion approved unanimously.

TRUSTEES REMARKS

Stephanie — good luck to Sunnie
Sue Goulet missed last meeting due to illness.
Robert — Also good luck to Sunnie and also to Linda




[image: image5.jpg]Mayor Anesh — good luck to Sunnie also, she took us thru 2 of the most
difficult years at the library. Enjoy your retirement. Also,welcome to Linda
as new Director.

Nina — has been great and fun to get to know Sunnie and hope to see you.
Welcome to Linda.

Gary Jones — I retired once and you will enjoy it. Sunnie is the reason I am
on this committee. Heard nothing but good things around town about Linda.
Dr. Gary Bowen — I also retired, you have to be competent to be here for 21
years. Your chair was new when you came here so the chair should retire
with you. Best wishes to Linda.

Eric — As second longest trustee, everything I learned about the Library I
learned from Sunnie. Been an honor, privilege and joy to serve with you.
You have become a good friend.

Torch has been passed to Linda Hansen.

Meeting turned over to Sunnie before adjournment.

Sunnie would like to thank all trustees she worked with over the years.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Gary Jones and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to
adjourn the meeting at 7:35 PM. Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson
Recording Secretary






