SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
July 10, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aronowitz at 7:00 PM

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno, Ms. Nina Rohrer Ms. Pat Massey, Ms. Sue Goulet, Ms.Christine Faustini Mr. Gary Jones, and Mayor Anesh.
Staff and Guests:  Library Director, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan,  Mia Clemente, Danielle Aronowitz, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Charlene Varry, Ken Bonanno,  Laura Lemos, Tom Laskowski, Libby Barsky  and Pat Gustafson.
Ms. Linda Hansen led us in the Pledge of Alliance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Mr.Bengivenga questioned the executive session minutes which will be approved at the next meeting.

Moved by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey, the minutes of the last meeting, June 12, 2012 where approved with one correction. Mr. Genco changed to Dr. Genco, and Pat Massay as liaison to the Board. Motion passed unanimously. Mayor Anesh was present but not voting.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS

Vouchers where reviewed and signed by Mr. Aronowitz, prior to the board session. Mr. Jones indicated he reviewed and signed the checks also. Vouchers totaled $40,598.77 from check number 9872 to #9922.  Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer. Motion passed unanimously.
EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   Ms. Christine Faustini questioned the microfiche expense.  Ms .Linda Hansen said we still have machine and The Home News sent us all articles pertaining to the library. A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the monthly expense report .Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the statistical report.  This motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Licensing agreement was discussed as to movies being shown at senior center. Mayor Anesh asked about the cost of licensing agreement and indicated he could get a company to donate cost of licensing agreement.
Motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the Director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.

FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

June 2012 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account   June 1
        
 $271,889.57



            June 30             
 $299,787.52

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 





 June 1                
 $104,991.47



           June 30              
 $106,097.28

Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





June 1

 $384,698.23




June 30

 $384,851.08
NJ Cash Management Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




          May 1

           $2,089,626.29



          May 31
           $2,089,705.08
Finance Committee, consisting of Nina Rohrer, Christine Faustine and Eric Aronowitz met to go over proposals for the cash management account from 4 different banks and the Unity Bank proposal was the one chosen to handle the cash management account. There rate for a 12 month CD is .50% and 24 month CD is .85%.
Recommendation is to put $500,000 in the 24 month CD paying .85% for which there is an early withdrawal penalty,  and the balance in a Loyalty Business account which pays .50% through December 31, 2012. There is no penalty for early withdrawal on this account. Today’s rate for non-state funds in a cash management account is .05%. 
Maria Hamilton from Unity Bank and Chris Bono from North Plainfield branch gave more information on the U Care account.

Motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report – Ms. Christine Faustini- Nothing to report. 
Personnel Committee – Mr. Eric Aronowitz asked Mr. Robert Bengivenga to explain the formula for the raises that will be given to each employee. The formula is 1% for greater then 4, ½% for score of 3-4, and 0% less then 3
Buildings & Grounds –Mr. Robert Bengivenga- flag is in. Mayor Anesh told him to call public works to mount the flag. Problem with air conditioner overheated and shut down and was fixed. May need new unit Mr. Bengivenga will check with the ac company.
Friends of the Library - nothing to report 
Long Range Planning – nothing to report
Mayor’s Report – working on plans for expansion
Liaison to the School Report –Nothing to report.
President’s Report – nothing to report
OLD BUSINESS   - NONE

PUBLIC COMMMENT- Mia Clemente, asked why show movies at senior center when we want public to come to the library.  Mr. Bengivanga said the suggestion was only for more room to show the movie.
Motion was made by Mayor Anesh and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey to close the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS
Motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the proposal from Unity Bank for the Cash Management Account.  Motion was passed unanimously.
Motion was made to vote on salary increases as follows:

Roll call vote was taken for salary increases for each category.
Motion was made to give increase of 1% to employee who scored greater then  4- Cheryl Kerage and Eve Pasternak

Sue Goule,- yes

Stephanie Bonanno – yes

Robert Bengivenga – yes

Mayor Matt Anesh - yes

Christine Faustini – yes

Nina Rohrer – no

Gary Jones – no

Pat Massey – no

Eric Aronowitz – present not voting

Motion passed 5-3


Motion was made to give increases of ½% to the following employees who scored between 3-4: Danielle Aronowitz, Deb Boodfsky,Mija Clemente, Jeffrey Cupo, Chris Grippo, Allan Kleiman, Charlene Varry and Ashley Woodel

Sue Goulet – yes

Stephanie Bonanno – yes

Robert Bengivenga – yes

Mayor Matt Anesh - yes

Christine Faustini –yes

Nina Rohrer – no

Gary Jones – no

Pat Massey – no

Eric Aronowitz – present not voting
Motion passed 5-3
Motion was made not to give the following employee who scored less then 3-0% increase this year – Ken Morgan
Sue Goulet – yes

Stephanie Bonanno – yes

Robert Bengivenga – yes
Mayor Matt Anesh - yes 
Christine Faustini – yes

Nina Rohrer – no

Gary Jones – no

Pat Massey – no

Eric Aronowitz, present not voting

Motion passed 5-3
Mr. Robert Bengivenga asked if we could put a notice on the billboard on the lawn of the PAL.  Mayor Anesh said just have someone coordinate it.  Mr. Bengivenga said he would take care of it.

TRUSTEES REMARKS
Sue Goulet – nothing
Stephanie Bonnano - nothing
Robert Bengivenga – nothing
Mayor Anesh- nothing
Christine Fautini - nothing

Nina Rohrer- voted no on salary increase because she did not agree on the percentage of increase was sufficient for the hard working employees of the Library. She felt they should have received more.
Gary Jones – Echoed Ms. Nina Rohrer’s remarks about the percentage of increase, and disagreed on the 0%
Pat Massey - Applauded staff of library and voted no because she wanted them to have a better increase.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS- Employees are the most dedicated either public or private and they have done an amazing job.
AJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

