SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Gary Jones at 7:00 PM

Mr. Jones announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
At this time, Mr. Gary Jones introduced 2 new members of the Board.  Ms. Melissa Katsingris, as the Mayor’s Representative, and Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel, replacing Ms. Pat Massey as the Superintendent’s Representative.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno,  Ms. Melissa Katsingris, Ms. Nina Rohrer, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, Ms. Darlene Cullen,  Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and Ms. Christine Faustini.
Staff and Guests:  Eric Aronowitz, Ken Morgan, Ken Bonnano, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Charlene Varry, Danielle Aronowitz, Nancy Grennier, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Sunnie Randolph, Allan Kleiman, Library Director, Linda Hansen and Patricia Gustafson

Ms. Melissa Katsingris led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2013
Open nominations for President
Ms. Nina Rohrer nominated Ms. Darlene Cullen for President, seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini
Ms. Stephanie Bonanno nominated Mr. Robert Bengivenga and Ms. Sue Goulet seconded his nomination for President.

A roll call vote was taken for President

Sue Goulet – Bob Bengivenga

Stephanie Bonano – Bob Bengivenga

Melissa Katsingris – Darlene Cullen

Christine Faustini – Darlene Cullen

Gary Jones – Darlene Cullen

Annmarie Stoeckel – Darlene Cullen

Darlene Cullen is President for 2013

Open nominations for Vice President
Ms. Stephanie Bonanno and seconded by Ms. Sue Goulet, nominated Mr. Bob Bengivenga for Vice President.

Ms. Melissa Katsingris nominated Ms. Cristine Faustini and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones
Ms. Nina Rohrer nominated Mr. Gary Jones – no second for Gary - election between Bob Bengivenga and Christine Faustini
Roll Call Vote:

Sue  Goulet – Bob Bengivenga
Stephanie Bonanno – Bob Bengivenga

Melissa Katsingris – Christine Faustini

Nina Roher – Christine Faustini

Darlene Cullen- Christine Faustini

Gary Jones – Christine Faustini

Annemarie Stoeckel – Christine Faustini

Christine Faustini is Vice President for 2013

Nominations for Treasurer

Mr. Gary Jones nominated Ms. Nina Rohrer, seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini.  No other nominations, 
Roll Call Vote:

Sue Goulet – Abstained

Stephanie Bonnano – abstained

Bob Bengivenga – abstained

Melissa Katsingris – Nina Rohrer

Christine Faustini – Nina Rohrer

Darlene Cullen – Nina Rohrer

Gary Jones – Nina Rohrer

Annemarie Stoeckel – Nina Rohrer

Nina Rohrer re-elected treasurer for 2013

Mr. Robert Bengivenga made a motion to accept the 2013 budget, seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano.

Roll Call vote:
Sue Goulet      abstained

Stephanie Bonanno - yes

Bob Bengivenga- yes

Melissa Katsingris yes

Christine Faustini yes

Nina Rohrer  yes

Darlene Cullen  yes

Gary Jones    yes

Annemarie Stoeckel  yes

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga with one minor correction; Majestic should read $17,500., to accept the minutes of the meeting of December 11 2012.  Motion was passed unanimously.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS
Vouchers where reviewed by Mr.Robert Bengivenga and Mr. Gary Jones, prior to the board meeting. Mr. Gary Jones and Ms. Linda Hansen signed checks totaling $25,241.31. from check #10135 to #10164.  Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to accept the payment of vouchers. Motion passed unanimously.
EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to accept the statistical report.  Motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT.
 Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to accept the director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.
FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

December 2012 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account    December 1     
  $ 427,510.48



              December 31        $ 464,291.31


Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 





    December 1         $ 109,689.34

            


    December 31       $ 110,362.63
 
         Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





   December 1          $ 385,663.82






   December 31        $ 385,753.64         

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




   December             $1,593,023.03





   December 31
  $1,593,699.66

Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)





  December 1           $  501,586.05




  December 31
  $  501,948.28
Motion was made by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report – Ms. Christine Faustini – nothing to report. 
Personnel Committee –Mr. Gary Jones – nothing to report
Buildings & Grounds – Mr. Robert Bengivenga –clock is fixed and will bring in calendars for 2013. Also will check with town on outside lights.
Friends of the Library-Ms. Stephanie Bonanno had nothing to report, meeting this week.
Long Range Planning –Nothing to report 
Mayor’s Report – Melissa Katsingris nothing at the moment but read a quote from Mayor Anesh “we will work with the library board of trustees to arrive at a solution for the future of our library that balances the fiscal reality of today with the needs of our community”.
Liaison to the School Report   - Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel, starting to plan for ready across America.
President’s Report –Ms. Darlene Cullen, nothing to report, but thanks to everyone for their support.  Moving ahead with plans for library as indicated by Mayor Anesh in his address.  We should not be discouraged by the remarks of new council person.  We will also explore some other options, but will not be a year of exploration, but will move ahead.
OLD BUSINESS- None

Mr. Robert Bengivenga made a motion and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to go into executive session. Motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC COMMMENT-   Ms. Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, E. Golf Ave. South Plainfield, congratulations to Darlene and Christine and 2 news representatives.  She was not able to come to December meeting, being a trustee for 9 years it was a pleasure and honor to serve with 2 people on the board. Mr. Eric Aronowitz, who is a true gentlemen and professional and who cared about this library.  His dedication is commendable.  The other person. Ms. Pat Massey served about 20 years as Superintendent’s Representative for 20 years a true professional, high school librarian and will be missed.  Annemarie will have big shoes o fill.  “Remember your heart should belong to the library”.

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Lafayette Place, South Plainfield, Thanks to Cheryl for kind words. Congratulations to Darlene and Christine.  Welcome to Melissa and Annemarie Stoeckel.  I also worked with Pat for 14 years you have big shoes to fill replacing Pat Massey, she was the moral compass, calm and knowledgeable.  Darlene will do a wonderful job and happy and healthy 2013.

Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to close the public comment portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS –   
1. Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to appoint Eric Aronowitz as library attorney. After roll call vote motion passed unanimously. 
2. Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to appoint Suplee, Clooney and Co. as library accountants. After roll call vote motion passed unanimously.

3. Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms Christine Faustini to approve Joan Delman as library webmaster. After roll call vote motion passed unanimously

4. Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to approve Majestic Enterprises as library computer consultant. After roll call vote motion passed unanimously.

5. Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to approve the 2013 holidays.  Motion passed unanimously.

6. Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to approve 2013 Sunday schedule. Motion passed unanimously.

7. Approval/discussion of 2013 library meeting schedule has been tabled until February, 2013 meeting.

8.  Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to approve the purchase of library material.  Motion passed unanimously.

9.  Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to designate library’s official newspapers.  Motion passed unanimously.

10. Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to adopt Robert’s Rules of Order.  Motion passed unanimously.

11. After much discussion as to bill paying schedule it was decided to table the discussion until the February 2013 meeting.
 TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Sue Goulet- Congratulations to everyone – Happy New Year

Stephanie Bonanno- Welcome new members and congratulations to Darlene and Christine. 

Robert Bengivenga – Congratulations everyone, and welcome to new members. Questioned video games on the shelf, Ms. Hansen said parents have to sign permission slips to take out any videos, DVD. Etc.  Ms. Hansen has a list prepared and how often the videos are checked out.
Melissa Katsingris – Congratulations and thanks for welcoming me.

Christine Faustini – Congratulations to everyone and looking forward to new position

Nina Rohrer- Congratulations to everyone and to Eric glad to see you hanging around. 
Gary Jones – Congratulations to everyone. Parents have to take some responsibility for their kids and what they do.
Annemarie Stoeckel- The high school is arranging for the assistant prosecutor to come to the school to do some kind of parent academy, to talk about cyber safety and train parents what to look for.  Educating the parents is most important.  Congratulations and thank you for welcoming me, in contract with Pat and getting her imput.
Darlene Cullen - Melissa and Annemarie looking forward to working with you as well as other board members.  
Committee assignments will be given out at next meeting.  Happy New Year.
ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

