These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 

to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES

February 12, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Darlene Cullen at 7:00 PM

Ms. Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno,  Ms. Melissa Katsingris, Ms. Nina Rohrer, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, Ms. Darlene Cullen,  Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel and Ms. Christine Faustini.
Staff and Guests:  Eric Aronowitz, Ken Morgan, Ken Bonnano, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Danielle Aronowitz, Frank Lemos, Amy Johnson, Robert Richkus, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Glen Cullen, Bella Rowlands and Library Director, Linda Hansen .

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the minutes of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Bengivenga asked if the board could have a public comment session before new business so that the public could voice their opinion before the Board votes on anything.  Ms. Cullen said she would check “Roberts Rules” and get back to him at next meeting.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS
Vouchers where reviewed by Mr. Gary Jones and Ms. Christine Faustini, prior to the board meeting.  Ms. Darlene Cullen reviewed and signed the checks totaling $42,943.72 from check #10165 to #10206.  Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the payment of vouchers. Motion passed unanimously.
Ms. Darlene Cullen indicated that 2 board members did not want to be on a committee, and after long discussion with Mayor Anesh, who said Trustees serve at the discretion of the Mayor and all trustees must serve the community, therefore each trustee has been appointed to a committee.  See attached sheet.  One new committee has been added this year, the community relations committee, which is organized to represent the library in the community, enhance the image and participate in programs as requested by Ms. Linda Hansen.

EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Ms. Sue Goulet to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the statistical report.  Motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT-
Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to accept the director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.
FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

January 2013 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account    January 1     
 $ 464,291.31



              January 31           $ 489,822.54

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 




    January 1

  $110,362.63



  


    January 31           $111,986.67
 
         Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





   January 1              $ 385,753.64






   January 31            $ 385,835.55         

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




  January 1             $1,593,699.66




  January 31
          $1,594,376.58

Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)

January 1           $  501,948.28


  January 31
        $  502,310.77
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report – Christine Faustini-nothing to report
Personnel Committee –Mr. Gary Jones – nothing to report
Buildings & Grounds – Outside lights is a switch problem.
Friends of the Library-Ms. Linda Hansen, doing museum passes to various venues.  Starting slowly and see how it goes. Upcoming Dr. Seuss event with cake etc. Also looking into homebound program.   Ms. Cullen said Sue Goulet and Stephanie Bonnano will represent the board with Friends of Library. 
Long Range Planning –Nothing to report 
Mayor’s Report – Melissa Katsingris nothing to report 
Liaison to the School Report   - Ms. Annemarie Stoeckel, starting to plan for Request America.  Received letter from Grant School’s new librarian requesting people to read to classes at the various schools.  Few time slots still open.
President’s Report –Ms. Darlene Cullen, said Mayor Anesh formed an advisory committee to meet with various professionals to discuss the possible expansion of the library detail.  She has been visiting library to see what goes on in the library.  Very impressed with Linda and staff.

OLD BUSINESS- None

PUBLIC COMMMENT-   Mr. Bob Rickus, Famularo Dr. South Plainfield, 
Vice Principal of Grant School, invited board members and public to come and read. Ever since last meeting the permission slip has bothered him.  An example, a parent can’t write a permission slip for their child to go to liquor store and get liquor. Rating system is independent system from the Federal Government, are we violating some law?
Frank Lemos – Firth St. South Plainfield – How will expansion be funded?

Ms. Cullen – we will address later.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley – Golf St. South Plainfield – Educator for 43 years, parents will check out material and give to children – censorship – children can’t take out certain books – not library’s responsibility but parents are responsible.  Does not believe in censorship.  Served on board for over 9 years and hopes o go forward with expansion – we looked at every facility in town for new library and always blocked by different groups.  Need to spend money to keep the town attractive.

Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to close public portion of meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS –   
1.Meeting schedule​​ –
Sue Goulet – fine either way

Stephanie Bonnano – fine either way

Bob Bengivenga – 5 other meetings going on tonight as we speak – 

Melissa Katsingris – fine either way and said Mayor fine with it.

Christine Faustini –  Tuesday’s are good for her

Nina Rohrer – Schedule full with meetings – Tuesday put aside for Library

Gary Jones – Tuesday’s tough for him – made adjustments

Anne Marie Stoeckel- Tuesday is good for me

Darlene Cullen – A lot going on in town – busy schedule – but Tuesday is set aside for Library.

Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to leave board meetings on Tuesdays.

Roll Call vote was taken

Sue Goulet – yes

Stephanie Bonanno – yes

Bob Bengivenga – yes

Melissa Katsingris    - yes

Christine Faustini – yes

Nina Rohrer – yes

Darlene Cullen – yes

GaryJones – yes

AnnMarie Stoeckel – yes

2.Bill Paying and Packages -   Do we want to change the way this is handled.

Sue Goulet – no

Bob Bengivenga – no comment

Melissa Katsingris. no

Christine Faustini – no

Nina Rohrer – no

Darlene Cullen – no

Gary Jones – no

AnnMarie Stockel – no
3.Video Game Collection –

Linda explained video systems and videos. Parents have to sign permission slip (any rating) parent’s choice.

Sue Goulet – why so much with videos games, shouldn’t be reading books?

Bob Bengivenga – video games and movies belong in community center.

Causes breakdown in society – we shouldn’t have them. A few of the videos are used by military for combat purposes.

Melissa Katsingris – I think it is parent’s responsibility to monitor what child reads and watches and Mayor agrees with me.

Christine Faustini – I don’t encourage playing of violent games and I do censor it at home.  It is the parent’s place to monitor their child but permission slip is good to have in place.
Nina Rohrer – Have 3 kids and have all video games at home but did not allow them to play violent video games.  My responsibility to watch what they play.  Library policy works fine censorship will go beyond video games. Not school or library responsibility.  Not library fault of violence in country.

Gary Jones - What is written on permission slip? Could warning or alert be put on slip?  Parents and in some cases grandparents have to step up. Talk to parents about what is going on.

AnnMarie Stockel – This discussion came about because of CT.  Police came in and said they tracked violence back over 100 years and violence was there then. Caused by people who are sick and need help.  Preventative measures and education.  No death due to fires in school since 1958, because of fire extinguishers, education, etc.  Parent night in April, Middlesex Co. Prosecutors office.  Monitored my children, parents are responsible for what children watch and read.

Darlene Cullen – Let my kids do what they wanted, but taught them what was right and wrong. Very involved with my kids.
Ms. Cullen opened discussion to public.

Amy Johnson – Ralph Ave. – Teaches 8th grade and took list from parents house (Bob Bengivenga) asked her students about video games.  Students where stocked about list of videos at library and said Amy had to do something about it.  Friends can get video for them, if their parents won’t allow them to play the games.
Ken Morgan – works at library – Mr. Bengivenga suggested community center for videos etc. The library is the community center. Permission slips  have to be signed at the library.  Stephanie Bartfalvi asked Mr. Morgan if permission slip is signed once or each time book is taken out.  Permission slip is signed at time card is issued.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley – Agree with trustees parent’s responsibility –One child comes to school and sleeps all day, up all night playing video games.  Got “Boys on Hood” for son as educational tool.  Kids slip into “X” rated movie, we can’t protect need to educate.  Not violent because of video or movie, but because of illness.
Bella Rowlands – Baker Ave – 5 year has X box and WII – I teach my child not someone else, my responsibility.  Not here to teach children, other libraries have videos people will go there and not use our library. My husband plays video games after child goes to bed.  We don’t have right to teach other children.

Amy Johnson – highlighted some videos for them to look over and go over permission slips.  Bella rented G movie and it was not a child’s movie.  Had to explain a lot about the movie.

Frank Lemos – Library should not be in video business – books only, this is a library.
Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to table this topic.  Motion passed unanimously.

4.Proposed expansion – Advisory committee, Mayor, Darlene Cullen, Christine Faustini, Linda Hansen, Bob Bengivenga Councilman Rusnik and Glen Cullen.  Met with 2 Architectural firms and the town engineer.

The present library constructed in 1964

1990 – library too small

1992-94 children’s room renovated

1995 – started controversy about library, broken promises, political ping pong game.  We are here to discuss future of library.

Mayor and council in favor of expansion but can not give us any funds.

We are going to discuss 3 options – Option A is to proceed with expansion to this library buy choosing an architect and engineer. One architect offered to sit with us free of charge to discuss plans.

Option C is to do nothing – Option B to buy property next to Senior Center
and build new library.  Property for sale at about $350,000, lot size 100 x 145. Mr. Bengivenga had visuals and explained the plans, pricing, size etc.
What happens to existing library? Cost a factor, have limited budget.  We will use the capital fund, but not deplete the fund. Mr. Bengivenga do things right the first time, take the time and do expansion, etc. right.
Ms. Cullen, a lot of time dedicated to this library over the years and have been a lot of mistakes.  Am confident with the professionals and advisory board, a lot of research done how to flood proof the building.  Time to move ahead, on back burner long enough.
Library Board wants something done.
Nina said money and time not wasted we where stopped at every turn over the years.
Christine Faustini – favors the expansion here.  Best use of resources

Nina Rohrer – in favor of option A –

Melissa Katsingris   - Agree with expansion

Gary Jones – Expansion 6000 sq. ft. – Budget $2M dollars inclusive

Annmarie Stoeckel – The time is right for expansion.

Linda Hansen – expansion is good. Can’t sacrifice Sq. Ft. 

Sue Goulet – Option C – more information – 
Stephanie Bonnano – Expansion and stay within budget.

Public comments

Glen Cullen – Fox Place – Sat on committee, bldg. new $250 sq. ft. won’t have enough money if buy property and build new library.  Expansion best option. The town wasted money, not the library.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley – Library would have been built if not for democracy day. Soft cost, “friends of Library” fundraising etc. Not raising taxes for expansion.

Bob Richkus – “Buy a brick” good fundraiser.  Make note of soft costs, prices rise.

Bella Rowlands – Architect to sit with us – no charge – feasibility study for free.
2 Architectural forms – Cornerstone is $204,000. – 2nd firm is $152,000
Saving money and getting more for our dollar with the second architectural 

Firm.  

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, said architectural firm # 2 is doing prosecutor’s office and everyone has nothing but good things to say about the firm.

Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to close the public portion of the meeting. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Bob Bengivenga to go forward with expansion.  Motion passed unanimously.
Roll Call vote:

Sue Goulet – yes

Stephanie Bonnano – yes

Bob Bengivenga – yes

Melissa Katsingris – yes

Christine Faustini – yes

Nina Rohrer – yes

Gary Jones- yes

Annmarie Stoeckel – yes

Darlene Cullen – yes

Engineer – Spoke to Len Miller – need survey take 30 days and cost $5900.

Suggested we do wetland $3300. and conceptual plan $6500.  Total of $15,070.

Motion was made by Mr. Bob Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to go forward with Engineer.  

Roll Call vote:

Sue Goulet - yes

Stephanie Bonnano - yes

Bob Bengivenga - yes

Melissa Katsingris - yes

Christine Faustini - yes

Nina Rohrer -yes

Darlene Cullen -yes

Gary Jones - yes

Annmarie Stoeckel yes

TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Sue Goulet – People upset because library was closed for holiday
Stephanie Bonnano – Glad we are moving in right direction

Bob Bengivenga – will still do research

Melissa Katsingris – Very excited with expansion

Christine Faustini – Happy about expansion – Grant School has reading time as homework

Nina Rohrer – good meeting, glad we are moving forward.

Gary Jones – Hope ladies get what they want to Valentine’s Day and glad we are moving forward.
Annmarie Stoeckel – Glad moving forward, hope to see you at Grant School for “Read across America”.

Darlene Cullen – Every year council applies for community block plan. I request that the committee give consideration of donation $40,000 for construction of handicap entrance to library.  Sue Goulet you are on the committee and Ken Bonnano, you have been served. 

ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to adjourn the meeting at 8:14 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

