These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject

to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

South Plainfield Public Library

Board of Trustees Meeting 

Meeting Minutes

February 15, 2012

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m. by Eric Aronowitz, Board President.

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, the Courier News, and the Home News Tribune and posted by the City Clerk on the Public Meetings Bulletin Board.

II. Roll Call –Present: Eric Aronowitz, Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Christine Faustini, Gary Jones, Pat Massey, and Nina Rohrer.

Excused:  Eleanor Haines and Sue Goulet

Staff and Guests: Library Director Sundra Randolph, Ken Morgan, Libby Barsky, Cheryl Nagel Smiley, Tom Laskowski, Chris Grippo, Cheryl Keraga, Linda Hansen, Danielle Aronowitz, Phyllis Aronowitz, Charlene Varry, Kay Denton, Mija Clemente, Matt Anesh (Mayor), and Pat Gustafson.

III. Approval of the Minutes of the January 10, 2012, meeting.

A motion was made by Robert Bengivenga to approve the minutes.  It was seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

IV. Payment of Vouchers – The vouchers were reviewed and signed by Eric Aronowitz and Gary Jones prior to the Board meeting.  A motion was made by Robert Bengivenga to approve the payment of vouchers numbered 9664 – 9699 in the amount of $40,890.90. Mr. Bengivenga asked about the Demco checks – what we bought from them.  The library purchases book covers, cases, security strips and other library supplies from Demco. It was seconded by Nina Rohrer.  The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Gary Jones to suspend the normal order of business to introduce the new Library Director.  It was seconded by Pat Massey.  The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Aronowitz explained that once the current Library Director announced her retirement, the Library Board hired Pro Libra to advertise and do initial interviews with the interested candidates. Pro Libra advertised on the NJLA website and other professional library publications. There were approximately 30 responses from MD, PA, NY and NJ.  Pro Libra sent the resumes of 8 possibilities.  The Board Search Committee interviewed 6 candidates and recommended 2 to the entire Board for consideration.  On January 26th the board interviewed the final two candidates and unanimously decided on Linda Hansen as the new South Plainfield Public Library Director effective April 2, 2012.  Mr. Aronowitz said that Linda earned the job by nailing the interviews. Linda has all the qualities to be a great director. She is intelligent, has good public support and has good ideas.  She has earned the respect of her coworkers.  She loves the library and she grew up and lives in South Plainfield. She has worked her way up through the system.  Now everyone will have to call her “Miss Director” instead of “Miss Linda”. No one has ever heard anything bad about Linda in all the years she has worked here.  Linda started working at the South Plainfield Public Library when she was in high school.  Mr. Aronowitz stated that in his 14 years on the Library Board it was his greatest pleasure to vote for Linda Hansen to be the new Library Director.  He thanked all the Trustees and especially Pat Massey and Christine Faustini for serving on the Search Committee.

Stephanie Bonanno said she was very happy that Linda got the job and she lives in South Plainfield. Robert Bengivenga said Linda brings a lot of good things to the job and a good opportunity for the town to have a younger person become the new Library Director.  Congratulations to Linda.  Christine Faustini said Congratulations to Linda.  She said she always liked Linda when she brought her children to story times and she has had an impact on her children’s lives.  Nina Rohrer said Congratulations to Linda.  She told her she was up against some great applicants but she was the outstanding candidate.  It is great for women in leadership positions that Linda will be the new Director.  Gary Jones offered congratulations but said he will still come in the library and be a thorn in her side.  He said he thought Mija will be happy with the new arrangement.  Pat Massey offered Linda congratulations.  She was an outstanding candidate.  Mr. Aronowitz thanked Mrs. Massey for the insight and perspective she brought to the director search process since she is also a librarian and past president of the School Librarians Association.  Mr. Aronowitz said the library will not be hiring a new children’s librarian right away but will eventually. Mr. Aronowitz said that even though Sue Goulet couldn’t attend this meeting, she was 100% behind Linda as the new Director.

Linda Hansen said thank you to everyone.

A motion was made by Gary Jones to resume the normal order of business.  It was seconded by Robert Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

The Board of Trustees is also hiring a new Recording Secretary under new business. Pat Gustafson is replacing Barbara Pleasant.  Pat volunteers at the library and is part of the Thursday night Knitting/Crochet Group at the library.

V. Reports

a. Expense- the Expense Report was moved for approval by Pat Massey and seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously. 

b. Cash Receipts – Christine Faustini made a motion to accept the Cash Receipts report.  It was seconded by Nina Rohrer. The motion passed unanimously. There are copies of the Cash Receipts on the table for the public to look at.  The borough of South Plainfield did not pay the library its appropriation in January but the library got 2 checks in February.

c. Statistical Report – Gary Jones made a motion to accept the Statistical Report.  It was seconded by Robert Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

2. Director’s Report–There was a discussion of the cost of the conferences.  The director did not have the cost of hotel rooms, food, etc. at this time but felt the cost may be around $1,000 each. Chris Grippo’s cost will not be that much since he is only going for one day. Gary Jones asked if the staff will write reports about the conference.  The director said they would and she would pass them along to the Board. It was moved by Robert Bengivenga to accept the Director’s Report.  It was seconded by Pat Massey. The motion passed unanimously.

3. Committee Reports-

A. Finance & Budget – 

Plant Fund–(Capital Reserve Fund)


Beginning Balance:

1/1/2012
$86,028.91

Checks/Other Debits


$            0

Deposits/Other Credits


$ 1,001.30

Interest




$      37.94

Ending Balance:

1/31/2012
$87,068.15

Operating Account


Beginning Balance:

1/1 2012
$242,649.06

Checks/Other Debits


$102,705.24

Deposits/Other Credits


$   1,198.38

Interest




$        41.00


Ending Balance:

1/31/2012
$141,183.20

NJ Cash Management (Capital Reserve Fund)


Beginning Balance:

12/1/2012
$2,089,240.71

Debits





$

0

Deposits/Other Credits


$

0

Interest




$
    64.59

 Ending Balance:

12/31/2012   $ 2,089,305.30

It was moved by Robert Bengivenga to accept the Finance Report.  It was seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

B. Policy Committee – Nothing to report.

C. Personnel Committee– Nothing to report.

D. Building & Grounds– Nothing to report.
E. Community Suggestion Box – Nothing to report.

F. Friends of the Library – None

G. Long Range Planning – Entire Board as a Committee of the Whole – None

H. Mayor’s Alternate Report – Christine Faustini had nothing to report at this time.

I. Liaison to the Schools Report – Pat Massey – Dr. Bowen had a School Board meeting this evening.  Nothing to report.

J. President’s Report –Mr. Aronowitz said he is handing out the 2012 Board Committee assignments.  If anyone wants to change assignment, please let him know.

Christine Faustini, Robert Bengivenga and Eric Aronowitz met with the Mayor, Mr. Barletta, CFO Glenn Cullen to discuss the possibility of expanding the current library building or building a new one. They focused on the current library site.  The Mayor was to contact the Borough Engineer to look at the property lines. 

VI. Old Business: None.
VII. Public Comment: 
Tom Laskowski, Hamilton Blvd., wanted to know if anything more had been done about the banks the library uses for library funds. Mr. Aronowitz said that all the banks will be asked to do a presentation on how the library can maximize the income on their money. Hopefully by the April meeting arrangements can be made with the local banks to do presentations to the Board. He also asked if there was any thought on taking the Rescue Squad building as part of the new library. Mr. Aronowitz said that the borough would have to negotiate with the Rescue Squad.

Gary Jones made a motion to close the Public Comment.  It was seconded by Pat Massey.  The motion passed unanimously.

VIII. New Business-

1. Robert Bengivenga made a motion to approve Linda Hansen as the new Library Director beginning April 1, 2012 at the previously agreed-upon salary of $85,000. It was seconded by Nina Rohrer and all the members of the Board. The motion passed unanimously.
2. Stephanie Bonanno made a motion to hire Pat Gustafson as the Library Board Recording Secretary beginning at the March 13, 2012 Board of Trustees meeting at a salary of $75.00 per meeting.  The motion was seconded by Robert Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.
3. Robert Bengivenga made a motion to purchase a new tape recorder for the Board Recording Secretary at a cost not to exceed $100.  It was seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
4. Robert Bengivenga made a motion to purchase 23 slanted shelves from Brodart at $108.00 per shelf plus shipping and handling. Mr. Bengivenga asked if we looked for the cheapest prices and compared prices before purchasing.  The director explained that we checked the library vendor catalogs for prices and kind of shelf.  We wanted ones like we already have.  Some library vendors have State Contracts for library products. The motion was seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
5. Pat Massey made a motion to allow Danielle Aronowitz to attend the Public Library Association conference for 3 days in Philadelphia, PA in March at a cost not to exceed approximately $1,000.
Roll Call Vote:
Robert Bengivenga

Yes




Stephanie Bonanno

Yes




Christine Faustini

Yes




Gary Jones


Yes




Nina Rohrer


Yes




Pat Massey


Yes




Eric Aronowitz
Present, not voting

6. Robert Bengivenga made a motion to allow Eve Pasternak to attend the Computers in Libraries Conference in Washington, D.C. for 3 days in March 2012 and Christopher Grippo to attend the Public Library Convention in Philadelphia, PA for one day in March 2012 at a cost not to exceed approximately $1,000.  The motion was seconded by Nina Rohrer.  The motion passed unanimously.
IX. Trustee Remarks – 


Stephanie Bonanno – Congratulations again to Linda Hansen.


Robert Bengivenga said welcome to Linda as the new Director and to Pat Gustafson as the Board Secretary. He said he looks forward to working with Linda and Pat.

Christine Faustini – She said congratulations to Linda Hansen and Pat Gustafson.  A great way to start out the New Year.


Nina Rohrer said she is thrilled that Linda will be the new Director. Welcome to Pat Gustafson.


Gary Jones congratulated Linda again and to Pat Gustafson.  He said he hopes the library will prosper.

Pat Massey congratulated Linda on becoming the new Director.  She is happy Pat will be the new Board Secretary. She was happy to see that Sunnie Randolph was recovering from surgery. She is thrilled to hear about the meeting to talk about a larger library building.


Eric Aronowitz congratulated Pat and Linda. They couldn’t have found a better person to lead the library forward and work with the Board and staff. She is the face of the 21st century.  He wished Linda all the best in the future.

X. Adjournment– Gary Jones made a motion to adjourn. It was seconded by Robert Bengivenga.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sunnie Randolph, Library Director
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