SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
December 11, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aronowitz at 7:00 PM

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno, Ms. Nina Rohrer, Ms. Pat Massey, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, Ms. Darlene Cullen, and Ms. Christine Faustini.
Staff and Guests:  Mayor Matt Anesh, Ken Morgan, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Charlene Varry,  Robert Longo, Kay Denton, Phyllis Aronowitz, Danielle Aronowitz, Cheryl Keraga, Libby Barsky, Nancy Grennier, Tom Laskowski, Library Director, Linda Hansen and Patricia Gustafson

Mr. Eric Aronowitz led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Anesh presented Mr. Eric Aronowitz, on behalf of the Borough Council, with a proclamation for his 14 years of service to the library board as president and trustee.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano with one minor correction to accept the minutes of the meeting of November 12, 2012.  Motion was passed unanimously.
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS
Vouchers where reviewed and signed by Mr. Aronowitz, prior to the board session. Mr. Jones indicated he reviewed and signed the checks also. Vouchers totaled $34,905.70 from check number #10095 to #10134.  Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey to accept the payment of vouchers. Motion passed unanimously.
Next item on agenda is a question and answer session for Mr. Robert Longo of Cornerstone Architectural.  Mr. Longo read the questions from the Trustees and answered any concerns they had.  Mr. Longo also said that new flood maps will be released later this week, and should not impact the library. Mr. Gary Jones asked if solar panels could be added in the future.

Mr. Longo said electrical can do solar but not for heating.

EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Ms. Pat Massey and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Christine Faustini to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Christine Faustini and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the statistical report.  Motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT.
Ms. Hansen said they where 2 items not on reports as they had just come to her attention prior to the meeting.  The library received a check from E-rate in the amount of $2887.27 for reimbursement from Verizon.  Library also received a donation of $200.00 from Umicore, as a give back to the community.  Ms.Hansen also explained that the library was trying out a new automatic phone system, to help the employees with answering the phone.  Mr. Hansen, on behalf of all library employees wished to thank Mr. Aronowitz for his 14 years of service. Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Ms. Pat Massey to accept the director’s report.  Motion passed unanimously.
FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

November 2012 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account   November 1     
 $ 401,497.65



             November 31       $ 427,510.48

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 





November 1          
 $ 110,871.14



           November 31
 $ 109,689.34
 
         Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





 November 1
 $ 385,505.36






 November 31
 $ 385,663.82         

Municipality Savings IB Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




 November 1
  $1,592,368.50




 November 31
  $1,593,023.03

Municipality CD (Capital Reserve Fund)





 November 1
  $   501,235.76




 November 31
  $   501,586.05
Motion was made by Mr. Christine Faustini and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Nina Rohrer said finance committee met last week to go over the 2013 budget.  Ms. Linda Hansen went over the budget for 2013.
Ms. Darlene Cullen asked why 2013 budget is being discussed now, instead of January.  A motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by  Ms. Nina Rohrer to table the 2013 budget report until the January meeting.  Motion was passed unanimously.
Policy Report – Ms. Christine Faustini – nothing to report. 
Personnel Committee –Mr. Gary Jones – nothing to report
Buildings & Grounds – Mr. Robert Bengivenga –Will fix clock on wall after meeting.
Friends of the Library-Ms. Stephanie Bonanno had nothing to report, apologized to Mrs. Aronowitz for missing the meeting.
Long Range Planning –Nothing to report 
Mayor’s Report – Ms. Darlene Cullen wanted to comment on letter in the Observer from a newly elected councilman.   She said the presentation for the addition to the library had not gone to Council yet and everyone is working hard to find solution to either build a new library or add on to existing building. She is very disappointed over the letter and spoke to Mayor and he said business as usual. Presentation will be made to Mayor and council and will get their feedback and concerns with the addition. Also said she is planning on using Mr. Aronowitz to help guide the project.
Liaison to the School Report   - Ms. Pat Massey – nothing to report
President’s Report –Mr. Aronowitz, nothing now will hold comments to end of meeting.
PUBLIC COMMMENT-   A motion was made by Mr. Christine Faustini and seconded by Gay Jones to close the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS –   
Mr. Robert Bengivenga made a motion and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to amend resolutions for Majestic and Joan Delman not to exceed $17,050.00 

A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to 

allocate funds for employee Christmas party. Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Robert Bengivenga made a motion, seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to set the re-organization meeting for January 8, 2013 at 7 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Gary Jones presented Mr. Eric Aronowitz with a plaque for his 14 of years dedicated service to the Library Board as president. 
 TRUSTEES REMARKS 
Ms. Sue Goulet – Mr. Aronowitz plaque very nice, thank you Nina, see you all next year.
Ms. Stephanie Bonnano -Wish everyone, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy Hannukkah.  Sorry to see you leave.
Mr.Robert Bengivenga – Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, and good luck to Eric, nice working with you these past years.

Ms. Darlene Cullen – thank you for years of dedication for years of service to board.  Won’t be a stranger, will be missed and see you at board meeting.

Ms. Christine Faustini - Thank you for years of service, pleasure working with you.

Ms. Nina Rohrer- It has been great working with you these past 6 years. Best of luck

Mr. Gary Jones – Happy Holidays, one door closes another opens, good luck and don’t be stranger.

Ms. Pat Massey – Happy Holidays to all – pleasure working with you for all these years.

Mr. Eric Aronowitz – Spoke a few words about his past years on the Library Board.  (full text attached).

ADJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

