These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 

to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES’ MEETING MINUTES
August 14, 2012

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Aronowitz at 7:00 PM

Mr. Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public meetings Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier News and The Home New Tribune.
ROLL CALL- Present

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, Mr. Robert Bengivenga, Ms. Stephanie Bonanno, Ms. Nina Rohrer, Dr.  Genco, Ms. Sue Goulet, Mr. Gary Jones, and Mayor Anesh. Ms. Christine Faustini not present, excused.

Staff and Guests:  Library Director, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, Stephanie Bartfalvi, Charlene Varry, Ken Bonanno, Tom Laskowski, Cheryl Nagy- Smiley , Robert Longo and Pat Gustafson.
Dr. Genco led us in the Pledge of Alliance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Stephanie Bonanno to accept the minutes of the executive session on June 12, 2012. The motion passed with Dr.Genco and Mayor Anesh present but not voting.
A motion was made by Nina Rohrer and seconded by Gary Jones to accept the minutes of the meeting of July 10, 2012.  Motion was passed unanimously.
A motion was made by Stephanie Bonanno and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the minutes of the executive session of July 10, 2012.  Mr. Robert Bengivenga made a correction to the minutes.  Motion passed with Mr. Eric Aronowitz present but not voting.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS

Vouchers where reviewed and signed by Mr. Aronowitz, prior to the board session. Mr. Jones indicated he reviewed and signed the checks also. Vouchers totaled $42,294.33 from check number #9923 to #9975.  Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones. Motion passed unanimously.
EXPENSE REPORTS
Monthly Expense Report:   A motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Nina Rohrer to accept the monthly expense report. Motion was passed unanimously.
Cash Receipt Report- Mr. Eric Aronowitz pointed out that “savings I.B. interest” $448.12 that is the interest earned on money transferred to Unity Bank business account for the period 7/13 thru 7/31. Motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonanno to accept the cash receipt report.  Motion passed unanimously.
Statistical Report – A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the statistical report.  This motion was unanimously accepted.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
A motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by M. Robert Bengivenga to accept the Director’s report.  Motion was passed unanimously.
FIANCE REPORTS
Finance and Budget: Nina Rohrer

June 2012 – Beginning and Ending Balance


Operating Account   July 1
        
 $299,787.52



            July 31             
 $324,681.68

Plant Fund (Capital Reserve Fund) 





 July 1                
 $106,097.28



           July 31
        
 $107,812.97

Frances Greany Trust Fund (Children’s Program & Services)





July 1


 $384,851.08




July 31

 $385,019.82
**NJ Cash Management Account (Capital Reserve Fund)




          June 1

           $2,089,705.08



          July 13
           $2,089,824.84
**(CLOSED ACCOUNT- FUNDS MOVED TO UNITY BANK)
Motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Mr. Gary Jones to accept the Finance Report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Policy Report – Ms. Christine Faustini – not present. 
Personnel Committee –Mr. Gary Jones – nothing to report
Buildings & Grounds –Mr. Robert Bengivenga- flag mounted needs to be raised a little.

Friends of the Library – Ms. Stephanie Bonnano – book sale 9/22/12 – also bake sale.  Spelling bee put off to February.  Need games for 8 years old and up. Books will be colored coded.
Long Range Planning – Mr. Gary Jones mentioned a plan by PSE&G called 888 to save money on gas and electric bill.  Mr. Eric Aronowitz asked Ms. Linda Hansen to look into this.
Mayor’s Report – Nothing to report.
Liaison to the School Report –Dr. Genco thanked the board for being patient, coming in April has been tough.  Looking forward to working with the board.
President’s Report – Ms. Linda Hansen wants tech committee meeting and Mr. Eric Aronowitz indicated that the previous Superintendent was on that committee and asked Dr. Genco what he would like to do.  Dr. Genco said he would talk to Ms. Pat Massey. Ms. Hansen will set-up a meeting and advice the technology committee.
The Mayor has formed an ad hoc committee to discuss an addition of about 5,000 to 6,000 sq. ft to the building.   Mr. Robert Longo of Cornerstone Architectural was in attendance to present his proposal to conduct a schematic study/report at a cost of $7500.00.  Mr. Aronowitz asked if it could it be possible to have copies submitted by next meeting for further discussion?  Mr. Eric Aronowitz asked Mr. Longo if he would attend a public meeting and answer any questions the public may have.  Mayor said library is in flood zone so addition would be raised.
Mr. Tom Laskowski asked if the current library would be raised – no it will no be raised – addition will be higher then floor of existing building.  Steps or ramps will be used.  There are no final decisions made.  Existing building will stay the same.  Charlene Varry asked where the additional would go, does it matter about frontage or side yard according to variance or code.
Mayor Anesh said they would make it work within the requirements or ask for special variance if necessary.

OLD BUSINESS   - NONE
PUBLIC COMMMENT- Tom Laskowski asked about the check valve for water problem.  Mr. Bengivenga said public works is looking into the best way to take care of it. 
Ms. Cheryl Nagel-Smiley said she was not at last meeting, but was quite disappointed at the salary increases for the staff.  She served on Board for 9 years and also as Mayor’s Representative and on policy committee and had many opportunities to read evaluations of the staff during this time and staff is very praiseworthy, they go above and beyond.  One of the employees is giving a lecture of religions throughout the world.  The staff of this library worked hard after the flood and doesn’t think any employees of other libraries would have done what this library staff did.  Inexcusable not to give anyone a raise especially looking at the budget. Has never heard of names being published for not getting a raise.
Ken Morgan asked if the salary increase would follow the same guidelines next year.  Asked what union the flyer was for. Mr. Bengivenga said he didn’t have the information but would get it.  Mayor Anesh said the guideline was just a reference point.  He also commented on a few comments from Ms. Smiley. “The Observer” decided to publish the names but they are public information and can be obtained at anytime.

Ms. Cheryl Nagel-Smiley still insisted that it was unfair to have one employee’s named publish as not receiving any increase.  This staff have gone above and beyond to get library opened and Ms. Hansen has been doing an excellent job is bringing many new programs to the library.

Mayor Anesh said there are many corporations, municipalities, etc. that are only getting 1- ½% raise.  A gentlemen in attendance said he worked for the State for 27 years and he had to sit down with each employee and go over their performance, was this done here?  Yes, Ms. Hansen said each employee was evaluated by their supervisor.
A motion was made by Mr. Gary Jones and seconded by Ms.Nina Rohrer to close the public comment portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS – Motion was made by Ms. Nina Rohrer and seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivanga accept the proposal from Cornerstone Architectural to do a schematic for the addition of 5-6,000 Sq. Ft. to the library at a cost of $7500.00, and have a report for the Board on or before the next meeting, which will be paid for by the Library from its capital account.  Mayor Anesh just asked that it not be rushed and have it done in timely matter.

Motion passed unanimously.

Ms. Nina Rohrer made a motion to donate a $1000. to the local food bank, seconded by Mr. Robert Bengivenga.  Motion was passed unanimously.

TRUSTEES REMARKS – Sue Goulet – sorry for interrupting the Mayor and Bob, the flag looks great.

Stephanie Bonnano -  Ms. Linda Hansen, doing great job and likes her reports.  Flag looks good.

Robert Bengivenga – Thanks to Linda for calling him with bldg. & ground problems and she is doing a great job.

Mayor Anesh – great job with board moving forward.

Nina Rohrer – Linda doing great, commented on the raise and she did not agree with the rate and it was not a unanimous vote.  Everyone have a great summer.

Gary Jones – nothing

Dr. Genco – happy to be working with the board.

Mr. Eric Aronowitz, happy with the direction of the library and more people are using the library and with the book sale hopefully we will continue to increase our membership.  Wish everyone a happy Labor Day.
AJOURNMENT
Motion was made by Mr. Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Ms. Stephanie Bonnano to adjourn the meeting at 8 PM.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Patricia Gustafson

Recording Secretary

