 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
November 10, 2020


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm. via virtual technology (Zoom) due to the Governor’s Executive Orders related to the pandemic of COVID-19

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:  President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees: Bob Bengivenga (6:36 pm), Frank Lemos (6:35 pm), Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop and Stephanie Wolak.  
Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Carmela Miller and Ken Morgan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  since there was no flag presented, the Pledge was omitted.

President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board of the passing of Sue Goulet who was a former board member and asked for a moment of silence. 

MINUTES:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Library Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2020.

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the Library Meeting Minutes of October 13, 2020.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously with one abstention, Bob Bengivenga.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13832 through #13872 totaling $42,635.50.  

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or concerns.  Seeing none, the motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any other questions or comments.  Seeing none, the motion passed unanimously.


Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments.  Seeing none, the motion passed unanimously.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments.  Seeing none, the motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement.  There were no other questions or comments, and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  Treasurer Melissa Katsingris referenced the email sent out regarding the errors that Anne Troop found in the audit.  Linda reached out to the auditor and they will send corrected ones and we will vote on it next month.  President Nagel-Smiley thanked Anne Troop for her astute eyes for picking this up as well as reviewing the minutes.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that there are no other committee reports.

OLD BUSINESS:  

President Nagel-Smiley stated that in September the Board passed a policy about the hours being changed if the Director with the advice and consent of the President felt they needed to be. COVID numbers are going up in South Plainfield.  If there is a point that there is a reason we have to change the hours, Linda has come up with a plan.  Linda explained they are trying not to go into a total shut down.  If necessary, we will move to two cohorts each working for four hours. One group works in the morning another group in the afternoon and then they will switch the times the following week.  If one of the employees tests positive then your whole staff is not shut down, only half.    

President Nagel-Smiley asked Anne Troop who was the only Trustee that went to the conference in October, if there was anything she wanted to report back to the Board.  Anne Troop stated there was someone who was in security who talked about how the staff should respond to people that become argumentative with regards to masks and procedures.  Linda Hansen stated that the NJLTA has a webinar next Tuesday at 6:30 pm. and will send the link out again.

Lastly, President Nagel-Smiley stated that if you didn’t see the pictures from Trunk or Treat, they are posted on Facebook.  We had a great time at Trunk or Treat behind the Senior Center.  We gave out over 350 books and you cannot imagine how thankful parents were.  There was a choice of five different books.  The kids were excited to pick a book.  We ran out of books at around 3:30 pm.  The Friends spent $2,000.00 on the books and Linda and her staff chose the books.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:   

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Ken Morgan stated that it was his day off this afternoon and he drove over to the main library in Sussex County.  It was interesting.  I had to make an appointment ahead of time, I got there early and they would not let me in until my appointment time.  They said they shoo everyone out about every hour so they can clean up the whole building, which makes me thankful for what I have in South Plainfield.  We are still able to do a good job without having to turn people away.
The movie this week is Charade with Audrey Hepburn and Carey Grant and next Friday we are showing another Dr. Who movie with Peter Cushing.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Motion to purchase a brick in memory of Sue Goulet who was a former trustee.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to purchase a brick in memory of Sue Goulet.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley. 

2.  Motion to made a donation to South Plainfield Social Services in the amount of $4000.00

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to make a donation to South Plainfield Social Services in the amount of $4000.00.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously. 


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Bob Bengivenga:  Happy Veteran’s Day.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Thank you Veterans for your service.  Please have a safe Thanksgiving.  The numbers are climbing and getting back to what they were in the Spring.  Please be safe.
Frank Lemos:  Today is the 245th birthday of the US Marines, happy birthday Marines.  God Bless you all.  Tomorrow is Veteran’s Day. If you have a flag, fly it.  Thank you, Veterans.
Ray Rusnak:  Linda and I did everything with the grounds so to keep them looking good in the Spring.  I wish everyone a nice Holiday Season and wish for the best.
Gary Jones:  Wished everybody a Healthy Thanksgiving.  Stay safe out there.
Melissa Katsingris:  Thank you library staff and friends with the book selection.  Happy and healthy Thanksgiving to everyone.
Anne Troop:  I hope everyone has a happy and safe Thanksgiving.
Stephanie Wolak:  Thanked Anne for finding the issues with the audit.  Trunk or Treat was great and thank you for the books.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Happy Veteran’s Day. My father was a Vet in WWII.  Dr. Fauchi may have a COVID19 vaccine ready in April.  Have a great Thanksgiving.  Stay safe and wear your mask.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:05 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
