 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
September 10, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Stephanie Wolak, and Melissa Katsingris.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Esq., Stephanie Bonanno, Linda Hansen, Carmela Miller and Ken Morgan.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of August 13, 2019.

Anne Troop asked to remove ”that worked”, on page 2 under Board President’s Report, second bullet.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the regular library meeting minutes of August 13, 2019 with the correction above.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Annemarie Stoeckel.   

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13258 through #13293 totaling $42,539.50.  

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously. 


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that under committee reports, only Personnel and Technology reports will be given at this time because they need to be voted on, and we need to make sure there is a quorum present. Then she is going to ask to suspend the normal order of business.


Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   The Library would like to hire Kitty Wang to replace Stella Carr as a Children’s Library Assistant (20 hrs. per week) @ $15.82 p/h.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel read her report in detail.  
            •   Laptop memory upgrade, two staff desktop replacements and fax board upgrade for copier to be voted on under new business.  
            •   Looking into purchasing a new self-checkout machine that is compatible with the new system, which will fall under Capital Committee but will be sitting in on the meetings for the technology perspective.  


President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to suspend the normal order of business.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.


NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approval to purchase a fax board for the photocopy machine:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the purchase a fax board for the photocopy machine.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley. 

2.  Approval to purchase additional memory for the laptops:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the purchase of additional memory for the laptops.  

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley. 

3.  Approval to purchase two (2) new staff desktop computers:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the purchase of two (2) new staff desktop computers.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley. 

4.  Approve the hiring of Kitty Wang as Children’s Library Assistant at a rate of $15.82 per hour/20 hours per week.
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of Kitty Wang as Children’s Library Assistant at a rate of $15.82 per hour/20 hours per week.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.


Vice President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to resume the normal order of business.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reviewed his report in detail.  

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time. 


Capital:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   The shed has been ordered and is being delivered on September 20, 2019
            •   The committee will be meeting soon to discuss updates to the Capital Plan. 

Community Relations:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Stephanie is going to speak to Linda regarding the Fall Festival.  

Mayor’s Alternate:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Set up for the book sale is on September 13, 2019.
            •   Teachers are coming in Friday September 20, 2019 from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm, books are ½ price for the teachers.
            •   Next Friend’s meeting is September 19, 2019.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley began by stating all good things have to come to an end and with Eric Aronowitz, Esq.’s  approval read his letter stating his intent to not reapply for the position of Library Board Attorney as well as her response.  Eric Aronowitz, Esq. recalled the past when he was first appointed to the Board and was elected President. He thanked everyone for putting up with him and wished everyone the greatest success going forward.
            •   The gentleman from the Motown lecture was phenomenal and extremely knowledgeable. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

President Nagel-Smiley stated that a question came up last month about not having meetings in July and August.  After reviewing valid reasons to continue having meetings every month, President Nagel-Smiley proposed not to eliminate any meetings.  If you cannot make a meeting, to just let her know.  As long as we have a quorum.  Eric Aronowitz, Esq. stated if you have the capability to hook up a speaker phone a board person could join the meeting remotely under the sunshine law.  Eric Aronowitz, Esq. added if there is no quorum you can take an informal poll of all members and then confirm at the next meeting with the board.


PUBLIC COMMENT:   

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

Stephanie Bonanno, President of the Friends of the Library stated that the biggest event going on right now is the Book Sale and added that they tried to notify the teachers about it being open for them on Friday September 20, 2019 from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm.  President Nagel-Smiley gave kudos to Stephanie for being so dedicated to the Friends.  

Eric Aronowitz, Esq. stated that the gentleman who did the Motown program also did the Beatles program last year and he very knowledgeable in pop and rock.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Bob Bengivenga:  John Basilone Memorial parade is on September 22, 2019 in Raritan. There is a special burial here in South Plainfield for the remains of a WWII Army Sgt. Paul Cybowski killed in action over 75 years ago.  Don’t forget tomorrow is 9/11 remember all those who lost their lives.
At this time Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at 7:09 pm.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Thank you everyone for the get-well card.
Gary Jones:  Tomorrow is 9/11and since I was involved it is a bittersweet day. He hopes everyone remembers.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Thank you Linda and the staff for all their hard work.  If all trustees could do at least 1 hour of online training the library will get state aid. Tomorrow is 9/11 and I had been to the Memorial this summer and if you haven’t been there, it is a very solemn feeling.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:12 pm.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
