 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 May 14, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, , Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Frank Lemos and Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak 

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that there is an additional item to be discussed under new business, which is just informational.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of April 9, 2019.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.   Abstain:  Melissa Katsingris

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13078 through #13116 totaling $51,946.35.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reported the following:
            •  Edison Heating and Cooling came to do their quarterly maintenance.  Everything looked good except the unit servicing the multipurpose room.  They were unable to get the fan to stop running and had to make some adjustments to the dehumidifier parameters and the main blower in order to get it running properly.

•  There was a small leak in the building on Saturday May 4,  2019.  DPW came and inspected the roof.  They cleared the clogged drain they found and while they were up there they heard RTU 6 making noise.  Edison Heating and Cooling came yesterday to check and found that the noise was caused by the compressor short cycling.  They will need to send a technician with a laptop to make adjustments to the unit.

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley updated the board regarding the hiring of two people that was previously approved by the board. We were intending to hire a substitute weekend supervisor for days when Allan is off, but have found that our former children’s librarian, Jackie Oakes, has been able to fill in. Jackie is familiar with the building so Linda is comfortable scheduling her when Allan is not available.   The other position that will be advertised the end of May or beginning of June will be for a part time assistant who would work two mornings at the adult desk and every Saturday at the children’s desk. 

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time:

Capital:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   We are still waiting for Lochiatto to schedule us for the cement platform, then once the shed is up they will come back and pour the sidewalks.
            •   All the permits are in place for the pergola to be built, so we are just waiting on them to come.
            •   The digitization project is almost completed.
            •   Linda and Cheryl’s offices will be completed at the end of May.
            •   Ray has been on LDS to do the landscaping, planting, mulch, flowers, etc.
            •   Regarding the self check-out, we are going to wait until patrons and staff are comfortable using the new system (Sirsi).

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak has nothing to report at this time

Mayor’s Alternate:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor.

Liaison to the Friends:  Stephanie Wolak reported the following:
            •   the mozzarella fundraiser has approximately 49 people signed up and we plan to advertise some more.
            •   The “Buy a Brick” fundraiser is still going on, we’ve sold close to 30 bricks.
            •   Still working on the pass for the train museum Northlandz, which is in Flemington.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:  

•  Recognized the entire staff for their patience and their good humor during the migration to LMXAC.

•  The representative from LMXAC, Christie Sayers, gave us a nice compliment.  Out of the 30 plus libraries in this consortium our staff is the most congenial, they work well together, have patience, ask questions and Christy was just amazed because not every library staff works well together.

•  Happy that both the adult and the children’s programs are showing a lot of diversity.


OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 


Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley thanked Ken Morgan and asked that he please extend the sentiment to the staff for getting that wonderful compliment. She also thanked the staff for all they do.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.


NEW BUSINESS:  


1.  Approval of the Annual Library Audit:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the annual library audit.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.    


2.  Informative Discussion:

President Nagel-Smiley asked Linda Hansen to explain what happened yesterday.

Linda stated that they have a web server in house that is used to host some of the local newspapers such as the The Reporter, The Chronicle & The Observer. Linda was contacted by a gentleman who was upset by one of the articles published in an issue of The Observer. He claims that this article is inaccurate and is preventing him from finding employment in his field since it comes up when you google his name.  This article was from 2005.  Being a public library, you adhere to the American Library Association’s standards and protect the First Amendment.  We do not just censor things because one person takes issue with it.  Linda stated she looked further into this and spoke to an attorney at ALA’s Office of Intellectual Freedom, and they stated that  the gentleman in question should be speaking to the publisher of the paper, not the library.

President Nagel-Smiley added that Eric Aronowitz, Esq. responded via email that the issue this gentleman has is with The Observer.  If he feels the article is wrong, libel and slander, it is incumbent upon him to file suit. Eric is not sure what the statute of limitations is for libel and slander but arguably, he could be out of time.  We should not be in the position of making an independent evaluation of the accuracy or truth of the article.  That is why we have judges and civil courts.  As to the possibility of a lawsuit, if he does, in fact, sue and names us as a party, all we would do is file an answer and advise the court that we take no position and will do whatever the court decides.  We would be setting a terrible precedent if we remove the article without a statement from Nancy (owner of The Observer), that the article is wrong, or a judicial decision.  What would prevent anybody who is the subject of a negative article from requesting that the same action be taken.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Melissa Katsingris:  Glad to be back, everything looks great as always.
Anne Troop:  Suggested that everyone park at the library when it is sunny, and walk around and look at the flowers. LDS did a beautiful job.  If you have not logged into your account on LMXAC, you should do so because it is interesting.
Stephanie Wolak:  Glad to hear that LMXAC is working out very well.  She will still go up to whoever is at the desk for help. The flowers do look nice and when the sun does come out, they will look nicer.
Bob Bengivenga:  Everything is going smooth considering.  Have a safe and pleasant Memorial Day, be careful out there.  You all are welcome, please come to our post. The American Legion 243 goes to each cemetery and honors all of those who have passed.  After, come back to the legion around noon for refreshments. Renato Biribin passed away. This is our 50th year for Unico and this year we are having two students coming from Italy to study and are sending two students to Italy, which is a nice fellowship.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Happy the migration is complete.  It could have gone a lot worse and as time goes on, they will work out the kinks.  It takes time to adjust.  
Gary Jones:  Everybody have a safe holiday.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  It is the American Legion’s 100th Anniversary. Cheryl asked Bob Bengivenga what is the proper way to acknowledge Memorial Day because it is not a happy day. It is a day of remembrance and people say “Happy Memorial Day.”  Bob Bengivenga responded that it is a day to honor all veterans who have passed.  Cheryl also agrees that the library grounds look beautiful. The next time you see her, she will have a married son.  He is getting married on June 1, 2019.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:05 pm.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
