 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
July 9, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Stephanie Wolak and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Carmela Miller and Ken Morgan.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of June 11, 2019.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.   

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13160 through #13212 totaling $65,987.25.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reviewed his report in detail.  

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Kudos to Linda for being persistent in getting in touch with someone at Civil Service (who does not return phone calls) to get confirmation that we do not have to advertise for the part time Library Assistant position since this is a non-competitive position.

Technology:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported the following:
            •   The Pergola is just about complete. 
            •   Still waiting on Lochiatto to lay the concrete slab for the shed and the sidewalk.
Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak stated that the Fall Festival will be held on October 19, 2019.
            •   30 bricks have been sold and will be ordered.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report from the Mayor.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   $500.00 was approved for National Night Out.
            •   The book sale starts on September 21, 2019; teachers night will be allowed on Friday September 20, 2019 at 3:00 pm.
            •   The monthly meeting was changed to September 19, 2019.
            •   Discussed fundraising improvements.  
            •   Looking into wine tasting at Rudolfo’s fundraiser.
            •   May stop doing Battleship of NJ as it is getting very low use.

Liaison to the Schools:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:  

•  The Petting Zoo was fantastic.
            •  Suzanne is here working for the summer.  It is a very busy time of year for the library, so  President Nagel-Smiley commended all the staff for pitching in.

•  Linda was informed on July 3, 2019 that the Health Plan for the staff has changed.  Less is being taken out of their salary but there is now a co-pay when going to the Doctor/Specialist and Emergency Room.
            •   Linda will be contacting the cleaning service to ask them to do a better job. They should be cleaning the foyer area and vacuuming the staff bathroom around the edges.


OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 


Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.


NEW BUSINESS:  


1.  Approval to adjust the Library Hours to 1:00 pm - 9:00 pm on Tuesday August 6, 2019 for National Night Out:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjust the library hours to 1:00 pm – 9:00 pm on Tuesday August 6, 2019 for National Night Out.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley. 

2.  Approve the hiring of Joanne Otlowski as Library Assistant for the Adult and Children’s Department at a rate of $15.82 per hour/13 hours per week:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of Joanne Otlowski as Library Assistant for the Adult and Children’s Department at a rate of $15.82 per hour/13 hours per week.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley


President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.   


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Stephanie Wolak:  I hope everyone had a Happy 4th of July.  Unfortunately I will not be here for National Night Out.  Enjoy your summer
Bob Bengivenga:  Everything is going nice and I hope everyone has a happy summer.
Ray Rusnak:  Have a nice summer.  Hope to see you at National Night Out.
Frank Lemos:  Have a nice summer.
Gary Jones:  Have a safe and happy summer.
Melissa Katsingris:  I will see you at National Night Out.  I will not be at the August meeting.  Have a great summer.
Anne Troop:  I hope everyone has a great summer.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  The Library and the South Plainfield Historical Society have joined forces. The Historical Society will attend National Night Out, and they will be holding a “pop up museum” at the library on November 2, 2019.  Dorothy Miele will be bringing some artifacts for people to see.  There are so many things on the library calendar, so I would hope that all the board members would choose one event to do each month because it is nice for the staff to see that we are interested.  Sign up for summer reading.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:12 pm.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
