 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 January 8, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Melissa Katsingris, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s  Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, and Stephanie Wolak.  

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley began the meeting by thanking Mr. Bengivenga for the Unico calendars and added that according to the By-Laws under 5.2, Section 2 it states that officers should serve a term of one year with an annual meeting at which they were elected and until the election and qualification of their successors. This is why she is conducting the meeting . We are now going to open up for nomination and election of officers.


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2019:

President:

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley opened the floor for nominations for the office of President of the Library Board of Trustees.

Melissa Katsingris nominated Cheryl Nagel-Smiley for President of the Library Board of Trustees, seconded by Gary Jones.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any other nominations for the office of President.  Hearing no other nominations, nominations are closed.   

In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak and President Nagel-Smiley.

Vice President:

President Nagel-Smiley opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.

Anne Troop nominated Gary Jones for Vice President, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Jones.

Treasurer:

President Nagel-Smiley opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer.

Annemarie Stoeckel nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Ray Rusnak.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Jones.

MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of December 11, 2018.

Anne Troop asked for a correction to be made on page 3, the last sentence should read …called for not or.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the regular library meeting Minutes for 
December 11, 2018 with the above correction.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:   Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga and Vice President Jones.

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the Executive Session Minutes for December 11, 2018.
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Executive Session Minutes for December 11, 2018.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:   Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga and Vice President Jones


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #12919 through #12951 totaling $51,373.81.  
Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. Melissa presented the 2019 proposed Budget with explanations. There were no questions or comments on the budget. The Board accepted the Bank Statement.  



Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reported that on November 22, 2018 a transformer blew which caused a power surge to the library that resulted in some damage. 

            • Edison Heating and Cooling completed all the repairs.
            • The electrician installed a surge protector.                                                   
   
• A ballast needs to be changed in the children’s room
            •  There was an inspection of the fire suppression system – everything is fine.

Lastly, Bob gave the library five books titled “It Happened in Italy” and more calendars to give out.  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley added that Unico is going to be showing Italian films, each month on a Thursday night at 6:30 pm. This month  the film is “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.”

6: 44 p.m. Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.


Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing at this time.

 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that the Board will be voting on the hiring of Jessica Gentile for the Children’s Librarian position.


Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that Linda and Eve met with Christie from LMxAC to discuss our ILS migration and everything is going according to plan. We are waiting now on a date for extraction and conversion. The contract with our current vendor expires on March 30th and if we cannot get that the migration complete by March 30th we will be going month to month with our Millennium contract.


Capital:  Ray Rusnak passed out printouts showing the 2018 projects that were completed. The reverse side shows the proposed projects for 2019.  In 2018, we  projected $384,000 and everything came in under budget, with a savings of  $80,128. Ray thanked the Capital Committee and everyone else on the Board for seeing that all this got accomplished in one year.  In 2019 plans are being worked on to refurbish the two offices, an outdoor awning in the back, two self-checkout machines, sheds in the back for additional storage, a platform for the sheds,  a walkway to the parking lot, a digitization project, landscape improvements, and window coverings for the Multipurpose Room.


Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak has nothing to report.  President Nagel-Smiley asked about the status of the “Buy a Brick” fundraiser. Stephanie responded she will look back into it.


Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor at this time.


Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos stated that there were very few people in attendance at the last meeting and everything is on hold.
            •   An author of a WWII book is coming on March 9, 2019.   


Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.


Board President’s Report:  

· President Nagel-Smiley thanked the Board for their faith and support in electing her for President again. 

· She welcomed back Ray, Stephanie and Melissa and is happy the Board is working together for another year. 

· We had the angel tree, which was very well received.

· We accomplished a lot last year, and I would like to especially thank Ray and the Capital Committee for doing so much.

· I would like to keep the committees the same as they were last year unless there is an objection or if you would like to be removed from a committee. The only change is for Policy. Gary and Anne are going to be co-chairs to help Gary out.

OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

Frank Rodriguez, resident of South Plainfield for a year, thought it was a town meeting and was informed when they were and also given the town’s website for additional information.

Eric Aronowitz, Esq. congratulated everyone on the Board.

There were no further questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for New Business.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approve the 2019 Board Meeting Schedule:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the 2019 Board Meeting Schedule.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.    

2.  Approve the 2019 Holidays:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the 2019 Holidays.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak. In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.  

3.  Approval of the 2019 Sunday Schedule:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the 2019 Sunday Schedule.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos. In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones,  and President Nagel-Smiley.

4.  Approval of the Library Lawyer:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to retain Eric Aronowitz as the library attorney with an hourly fee of $110.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

5.  Approval of auditor:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to retain Suplee Clooney & Company to provide accounting services with a fee not to exceed $2,600.00.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

6.  Approval of computer consultant:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to retain Majestic Enterprises to provide computer consulting services $95.00 for the first hour and $85.00 for each additional hour for onsite support and $85.00 per hour for phone support.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

7.  Approval of website content manager:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to retain Joan Delman as website manager at an hourly rate of $40.00 not to exceed $15,000 for the year.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

8.  Approval of QPA:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the re-hiring of QPA Kelly Cupit in the amount not to exceed $2,000.00.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley

9.  Approval of library director to purchase materials:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to authorize the library director to purchase materials required by the South Plainfield Library.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.


10.  Designation of the library’s official newspapers:

 President Nagel-Smiley stated that The Observer, The Courier News and The Home News Tribune are designated as the official newspapers for the South Plainfield Public Library and also TAPinto South Plainfield (www.tapinto.net) shall be and hereby designated as the electronic news source for the library.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the designation of the Library’s official newspapers.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

11.  Approval of Jessica Gentile as Children’s Librarian I ($52,819/yr.): 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of Jessica Gentile as Children’s Librarian I at $52,819 per year.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

12.  Approval of the revised Capital Plan: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the revised Capital Plan.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Annemarie Stoeckel:  Happy New Year. During the course of the past month I have been at meetings where people do not know I am a Library Trustee , and I have heard comments on the programs that the Library has been offering by observing the sign outside. That speaks not only about our programs but our sign as well. 

Ray Rusnak:  Happy New Year everyone and I look forward to a very productive 2019.

Frank Lemos:  Happy New Year to all.

Gary Jones:    Happy New Year and like Ray and everybody else, I am looking forward to the new year.  

Melissa Katsingris:   Thank you for electing me as Treasurer again.  Happy New Year and again onward to 2019.

Anne Troop:  Happy New Year to everyone.  Thank you, Eric, for getting all the information about things that could be used at the reference desk and that Joan is going to be putting up on the website.  There is a lot of good information.  

Stephanie Wolak:  Looking forward to a good year, glad to be back and everybody is keeping their positions, everyone is doing a good job.

 Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Happy New Year to everybody.  With anticipation we had these made up so if you would take a copy this is everybody’s address and e-mail in case anyone needs it.  Thank you everyone, I’m happy we are all back together again. We are a great committee that works well together, even if we disagree, we always come to a good resolution.  Keep taking advantage of the programs that are here. Linda and her staff do a great job.  It is not only movies and story time, there is a lot of things going on.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:10pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
