 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 February 19, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s  Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos and Stephanie Wolak.

Also in attendance were:  Stephanie Bonanno, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the Library Meeting Minutes of January 8, 2019.
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Library Meeting Minutes for 
January 8, 2019.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:   Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #12952 through #12993 totaling $52,699.94.  

Anne Troop made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob’s report was in the Board’s packet.   He reported the following:
            •  Edison Heating & Cooling completed their quarterly maintenance on February 5, 2019.  Their reports indicate that all systems are functioning properly and everything is in order.

•  Javier from Innovative Electric completed all the work relating to the transformer issue.  Linda has submitted the invoices to the Borough for insurance reimbursement.
            •  There was an issue in the women’s bathroom with the wax seal on one of the toilets.  DPW was called and they replaced the seal.
            •  There was an issue in the men’s bathroom with a urinal backing up and the floor drain getting clogged.  Tony from DPW has address the issue and will keep an eye on things.
Lastly, Bob wanted everyone to know that he has been enjoying the monthly Italian movie presented by UNICO and hopes that the Extron box that was damaged in the power surge can be replaced soon and then wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day!
Linda added that the men’s room stall door has been ordered.  It had to be replaced because the lock was not repairable.

Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that Linda is still waiting to post the P/T Librarian Aide position because she is waiting for Civil Service to inform her exactly where it has to be posted.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported the following.
            •  The new chairs for the all-purpose room will be here Thursday.
            •  The two offices will be refurbished.
            •  We are ready to move on with the digitization
            •  We submitted paperwork for the awning in the back.

Community Relations:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following on behalf of Stephanie:  
            •   At the last Friends Meeting the bricks were discussed and they want to start selling them in March and she is working on the flyer.  The goal is to offer bricks for sale as a fundraiser.  As part of the purchase, we will have a “Thank You Party” for the people who make the contribution.  Anyone that makes a contribution will receive two tickets to attend the party, which will be an adult party with hors d’oeuvres.  Party date would be next April or May.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Stephanie Bonanno, President of the Friends reported:
            •   There is a quilt for raffle, tickets are $5.00 each (you also get the quilt hanger)
            •   James Hockenberry, the author of  WWI book is coming on March 9, 2018 at 1:00 pm.  He will be doing a presentation and would like to sell his books for those who are interested.
Stephanie brought the following two fundraisers to the Board’s attention that had been suggested at their meeting.  One was having a vending machine and the other was to have a clothing bin for clothing donations.  The Board Members shared their opinions and are against having a vending machine or a clothing bin at the library.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   The new librarian is working out.
            •   To end Black History Month, Thursday February 28, 2019 we are having a program “African Folk Tales” at 6:30 pm at the Senior Center.
            •   Gave kudos to Debbie our Librarian who has been weeding all the non-fiction so that there is current and up-to-date information.
            •   There will be no Chinese New Year Celebration this year
            •   Dr. Seuss Day is Saturday March 2, 2019 as Linda mentioned.  I hope everyone can be there even if you cannot stay the whole time.   
            •   Active Shooter Training is on Friday March 8, 2019 as Linda mentioned and she is also looking into having training about sexual harassment that is required by Code.

OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 


Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

Stephanie Bonanno asked if there will be any First Aid training.  Linda responded as far she is aware it is not a requirement but if the Board wants her to look into this she will.

Ken Morgan stated that last year NJLA had a seminar about dealing with suspicious packages. He had mentioned to the man who did the presentation that it might be something the library would be interested in and asked if he ever got back to Linda.  Linda responded “No. The active shooter training is through the South Plainfield Police Department at no charge.”

There were no further questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approve the closing of the library to the public from 10:00 am-12:00 pm on Friday March 8, 2019 for Active Shooter Training by the SPPD:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the closing of the library to the public from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm on Friday March 8, 2019 for active shooter training by the SPPD.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Melissa Katsingris Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.    

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Ray Rusnak:  It’s kind of slow this time of year and been kind of laid back but is sure it will get busy in the next month or so.  He asked if the Board was interested in getting some pansies since they are a cold weather flower.  Everyone agreed to this. 
Gary Jones:    Wished all the ladies a Happy Valentine’s Day.  
Melissa Katsingris:   It has been a slow winter.  I am looking forward to sitting in the new chairs.
Anne Troop:  I was excited to see what looks like spring bulbs coming up in the back of the library by the parking lot.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Please check adult and children’s calendar.  There are a lot of things going on.  In case you missed “A Star is Born” which is up for an Academy Award it is going to be shown here next Monday. Also the new chairs will be here by then.  The other movie shown this past week was “The Hate You Give.”  Audrey presented it to the teens.  It is a powerful movie and no matter your political stance it shows you how some are affected when someone in your life has been murdered unjustly.  I am going to ask Danielle tomorrow to put it on the adult program because she feels everyone needs to see this.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:11 pm.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
