 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
December 10, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Melissa Katsingris, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop and Stephanie Wolak.  Excused Absence:  Frank Lemos

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Esq., Councilwoman Faustini, Linda Hansen, Carmela Miller and Ken Morgan.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that we will be suspending the normal order of business when the borough’s social worker, Heather Barry, arrives so a donation from the library in the amount of $3,000.00 can be presented.


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of November 12, 2019.  

President Nagel-Smiley stated there is an addendum because after Linda and I reviewed the minutes we realized that discussion regarding the newspaper article that painted the library in an unfavorable manner had been omitted. This addendum will be included under the Board President’s report in the official minutes. Also under last month’s Board President’s report the terms that expire this year are Frank Lemos, Vice President Jones, President Nagel-Smiley and Mayor’s Representative Ray Rusnak. 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the regular library meeting minutes of November 12, 2019 with the addendum and corrections listed above.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor: Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.   

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Executive Session library meeting minutes of November 12, 2019.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13393 through #13465 totaling $64,679.73.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed. 


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


At this time President Nagel-Smiley suspended the normal order of business in order to present South Plainfield Social Services representative Heather Barry with a donation from the Library in the amount of $3,000.00.  Heather Barry thanked the Library Board and pictures were then taken.

The regular order of business resumed.


President Nagel-Smiley stated that after Melissa Katsingris presents the 2020 budget we are going to skip to New Business and vote because Bob Bengivenga has to leave.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the bank statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the bank statement.  

Melissa Katsingris presented the budget for 2020. She wanted it noted that during the months of April, July and November our monthly appropriation from the town had been delayed until the following month. This does not become an issue unless it were to go for more than one month. Melissa stated that if this were to continue we would have to investigate the issue with the borough’s Chief Financial Officer. 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to suspend the normal order of business and go right to New Business to vote on the 2020 Budget.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Melissa Katsingris, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones, President Nagel-Smiley


NEW BUSINESS:  


Approval of the 2020 Budget.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Budget for 2020 as presented by Melissa Katsingris.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Melissa Katsingris, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to resume the normal order of business.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  (continued)


Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga has nothing to report at this time but wished everyone Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas.
Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.


Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time.

 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.


Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel reported that we are still waiting on the QPA for the paperwork to process the order for the new self checkout machines.


Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported that the committee met in November to discuss some ideas regarding what we would like to accomplish in 2020, 2021 and 2022.  The plan will be presented in January 2020.  President Nagel-Smiley added if anyone has any ideas to let Ray Rusnak know.


Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak reported that she could not get a definite price for the blank bricks without an estimate of how many we need to complete the walkway.


Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report from the Mayor. 

 
Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Discussed a cookie fundraiser.  There is a church in Metuchen where people volunteer and make eight dozen cookies each.  Then people come in and can get a small box for $10.00 or a large box for $20 and go around and pick the cookies they want until all the cookies are gone.
            •   Discussed a tea fundraiser at the South Plainfield Senior Center.
            •   The luncheon for the library staff from the Friends of the Library is on December 13, 2019.


Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.  President Nagel-Smiley asked that Annemarie text her and Linda when the schools are either delayed or closed due to inclement weather because it would influence the library’s hours of operation..


Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that we are losing a support person that has helped us for twenty years. Eric Aronowitz, Esq. was President of the Library Board and then served as the Library Board’s attorney. President Nagel-Smiley said, “I do not know what we would have done without him. Thank you for all you’ve done”.  At this time President Nagel-Smiley presented Eric Aronowitz, Esq. with a token of the board’s appreciation for his service. Eric Aronowitz, Esq. thanked everyone and added “The staff is incredible, and the trustees are very dedicated. I hope I played some small part in making this the jewel of the borough. If you ever have any questions, please feel free to call or text me”
Ray Rusnak stated that although that he and Eric initially had some difference of opinion, after working with Eric, Ray began to appreciate the importance of the library to the community. 

OLD BUSINESS:  There were no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:   

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Ken Morgan wished everyone a happy and safe holiday season.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley thanked Ken Morgan for taking the initiative to show the classic holiday movies.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Gary Jones:  Be safe. In light of what happened in Jersey City today, say a little prayer for people.  Be safe and enjoy.

Melissa Katsingris:  Thank you for approving the 2020 Budget.  I’m looking forward to another year on the Board. I wish everyone a healthy and happy holiday season and we will see you in January.

Anne Troop:  Happy holidays. Be safe.

Stephanie Wolak:  Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah and I’m glad the books went to a good home.

Annemarie Stoeckel:  Happy holidays and have a safe and healthy New Year.

Ray Rusnak:  Thank you everyone for supporting the projects that the Capital Committee brought forward in 2019.  We are making great progress and have some nice things on the horizon.  Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah and Happy New Year.  Enjoy the holidays.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I feel the Board works well together and I hope the Mayor and Council approve the same four people whose terms are up so that we can continue to work together.  We’ve accomplished a lot, and you all work so hard and diligently. I can’t thank you enough.  Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  We meet and reconvene on January 14, 2020.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:08 pm.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
