 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
August 13, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Stephanie Wolak and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Melissa Katsingris and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen and Carmela Miller.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the regular library meeting minutes of July 9, 2019.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:   Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.   

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13213 through #13257 totaling $50,262.51.  

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reviewed his report in detail.  

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Joanne Otlowski has been hired and is presently in training and will become permanent in October.
            •   Interviewing for the part time replacement for Stella and will bring it back to the Board in September.

Technology:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time except that there is going to be a meeting on August 20, 2019 regarding housekeeping items.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported the following:
            •   The Pergola is complete and the next step is staining it. 
            •   Shade has been put up at Willow Park and is being utilized.
            •   The concrete slab has been poured in the back and the shed has been ordered and we hope to have it installed in October.  

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak has nothing to report at this time.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report from the Mayor.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:
            •   Recommends collecting the books for the book sale in mid-August next year.
            •   Kudos to Stephanie and Ken Bonanno for the raffle at National Night Out.  They collected $175 which will be used for something for the Police Department i.e. dog food for the K-9 dogs, bullet proof vests, etc.

Liaison to the Schools:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:  

•  Busy summer.  National Night Out had a great turn out.
            •  Thanked Linda and her staff that worked for going above and beyond.

•  There was an error in the newspaper.  On September 7, 2019 it is not the Beatles, it is Motown and the Monday night movie is this Thursday August 15, 2019.


OLD BUSINESS:  


Linda updated the Board members regarding the cleaning services.  The service was not doing the deep cleaning monthly and will now do the steps, foyer and the bathrooms.  This will not cost more for the Library as it was originally in the contract but not enforced.


PUBLIC COMMENT:   There was no one in attendance this evening.


NEW BUSINESS:  There are no items under New Business this evening.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:


Bob Bengivenga:  Hopes everyone is having a nice summer and asked if it is possible to have off in July and August unless we need an emergency meeting?
Ray Rusnak:  Liked Bob Bengivenga’s idea to be off in July and August.  Thanked Linda for the excellent job at National Night out and hopes everyone enjoys the rest of the summer.
Frank Lemos:  Thanked Linda for always doing a great job.  Agreed with Bob Bengivenga’s idea as well.
Gary Jones:  Hoped everyone’s summer is going well and wished everyone a safe Labor Day.
Anne Troop:  Agreed with not having meetings in July and August.
Stephanie Wolak:  Heard National Night Out was great and is sorry she missed it.  Playground looks good and is glad that we utilized the items from the pool, pergola looks great and hopes everyone enjoys the rest of the summer.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Praised Linda and the Board for working so well together. Will abide by the consensus of the Board regarding not meeting during the summer but would prefer the Board eliminates only one month so we could see how it works. Members seemed to be in favor. The idea will be explored when we set calendar next year.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 6:57 pm.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
