 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 April 9, 2019



The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Nagel-Smiley, and Vice President Gary Jones.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak and Anne Troop.  Excused Absence:  Treasurer Melissa Katsingris

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones
President Nagel-Smiley reminded everyone on the board to do their Financial Disclosure Statement which is due April 30, 2019.

MINUTES:
President Nagel-Smiley asked the Board if there were any questions or comments about the library meeting minutes of March 12, 2019.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor:   Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.   Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga 

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #13030 through #13077 totaling $79,443.06.  

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley wished Linda a Happy National Library Workers Day, which is today and April 7, 2019 – April 13, 2019 is National Library Week.  Linda thanked President Nagel-Smiley for the wishes as well as bringing in breakfast for the staff this morning.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement.  

Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reported the following:
            •  Extreme Drains came and replaced the corroded pipes in the utility closet. They also replaced all of the old shut-off valves with handles that turn easily in the event of an emergency.  He quoted $1,176.00 for the work at the residential rate rather than the business rate which would have been more expensive.

•  Jammer Doors replaced the men’s room bathroom stall door late last month.
            •  Edison Heating and Cooling is scheduled to come on Wednesday April 24, 2019 to do their quarterly maintenance on the HVAC units.
            •  The insurance company looked over all invoices submitted for the repairs after the transformer blew in November.  Total in repairs:  $9,331.51 - $2,500.00 (deductible).  The insurance company will be issuing the library a check in the amount of $6,831.51.
            •   There is an odor in the bathroom, nothing to be concerned about.  If it is ongoing please let him know.
            •   Please say a prayer for Renato Biribin.  He is very sick and is in hospice.

Policy:  Vice President Jones/Anne Troop have nothing at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley has nothing at this time.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel reported the following:
            •   ILS migration update will go live on May 1, 2019, everything is going well, we are in the testing stage right now and other than a few corrections everything looks good.  The reading history came over and is displayed in the correct field.
            •   Staff training will be on Tuesday April 16, 2019 and will be offering evening training.
            •   Eve is working on a guide for the patrons since things are going to look a little different and want the patrons to feel comfortable and adjust to the system.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak reported the following:
            •   Pergola is in the works and is scheduled to be done by Memorial Day.  There was an issue with the Building Department issuing a permit, and we had to have a drawing done and stamped by an architect. 
            •   Storage shed in the back will be 10’ x 20’A-frame on a cement slab with a cement walkway from the back door to the shed.  Some sprinkler heads may have to be moved. We are hoping to have this done by July 4, 2019.

President Nagel-Smiley added that the new blinds have been installed and the makeover for the two offices and the digitization project are both in progress.  

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak reported the following:
            •   Flyers for “Buy a Brick” are out and we sold about nine (9) so far.  President Nagel-Smiley added that she hopes everyone on the Board would purchase a brick, they are $75.00 each.
            •   Mozzarella making event in May will be held at KC’s Corner. The organizer stated that they could handle 50-70 people.  The fee is $40.00 which includes appetizers, 2 glasses of either wine or beer, one pound of mozzarella that you make and one pound to take home.  They are going to be selling 50/50’s and other items will be available for purchase as well..  Linda will send the flyer to the Board members.     

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank reported the following:
            •   Book Sale is September 21, 2019 through September 29, 2019,  Set up will start on September 13, 2019 . Teacher’s night will be held the evening before, September 20, 2019. 

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:  

•  This week is National Library Week. Today is National Library Workers Day and I brought bagels in for the staff this morning.

•  April is National Poetry Month.

•  Linda reported that the harassment training went well.

•  Commended Jailene Betancourt for starting the Spanish classes here for ages 3-12 to come in and learn Spanish.

•  Linda was approached by the Hispanic community. Two women offered to help out with the library’s Hispanic Heritage Month event. Hispanic Heritage Month runs from September 15, 2019 through October 15, 2019.

•  Recognized the Children’s Department for receiving the proclamation from the Mayor and Council for Autism Awareness and added that there was a nice article in TAPinto about our employee Eddie Lin.

OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 


Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

Eric Aronowitz, Esq. wished Carmela Miller a happy birthday.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.


NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approve the closing of the library to the public from 10:00 am-6:00 pm on Tuesday April 16, 2019 for ILS training from LMXAC for the expected transition on May 1, 2019:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the closing of the library to the public from 10:00 am – 6:00 pm on Tuesday April 16, 2019 for ILS training from LMXAC for the expected transition on May 1, 2019.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.    

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Gary Jones:    Happy Holidays.  Be careful and safe.  
Anne Troop:  Looking forward to see the landscaping in spring. 
Stephanie Wolak:  Thank you for bringing breakfast for everyone. The blinds look good.  They should have a “Blind” Oreo Taste Test program for adults.
Bob Bengivenga:  Happy Easter and Happy Passover.  The South Plainfield American Legion is celebrating their 85th year this May and the American Legion is celebrating their 100-year anniversary.  On the 18th of April we are going to have the Italian movie The Leopard and has spoken to the Italian teacher at the High School to try and get the students to come.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  I am excited about the new ILS system.  Happy Easter and Happy Passover.
Ray Rusnak:  Happy Easter and Happy Passover.
Frank Lemos:  Happy Easter and Happy Passover.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I received phone call which was a Social Security scam. If you know anyone who is on Social Security please let them know this is happening because Social Security will not call us.  The Italian movie in September has been changed to September 12, 2019 and the one this month is at 5:30 p.m. as it is a long movie.  Happy National Library Week and have a Blessed Easter and Passover.  The Friends will be buying lunch for the staff  on April 16th when the library is closed to the public for training. 


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:03 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
