 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 September 11, 2018


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Excused Absent:  Bob Bengivenga and Frank Lemos  

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Esq., Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Vice President Gary Jones 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance there was a moment of silence for the 9/11 tragedy.


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the regular library meeting minutes for 
August 14, 2018.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  In Favor: Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12751 through #12781 totaling $41,896.52.  

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.  


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report.  There were no questions or comments.  The Board accepted it.
            Buildings and Grounds:  Linda Hansen reviewed Bob’s report.  

  1.  Last month there was a power surge which caused two of the HVAC units on the roof switches to flip and shut down.  In order to get them turned on Linda had to call Edison Heating and Cooling.  A technician came and had to physically go onto the roof to turn them on.  The technician reported that these were the same units that previously had a problem with switching off during a power surge, so he tightened the lugs on them and feels this should help prevent it from happening in the future.

  2.  The fireworks display was held behind the Municipal Building.  DPW hosed down the playground equipment prior to the fireworks being set off as a precaution to prevent any 

sparks from creating problems. The following day they returned and cleaned all the paper debris left behind and also went onto the library roof to make sure nothing was up there.

  3.  He was happy to help Cheryl and Linda move things along with CMF (furniture company) and reminded the Board that he is always happy to help, if necessary, just let him know.

Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak informed the Board the following:



  •  The Capital Committee met a couple weeks ago and reviewed the Capital Projects that were accomplished this year (or almost done) and what they would like to do next year.  Some adjustments were made which will be voted on this evening under new business.  (The sod being removed and adding landscape improvements and we moved the generator).  There were a few additional project suggestions:  

  •  Installing a concrete path out the back door to the parking lot

  •  New trash/recycling cans outside

  •  Digitizing old files/documents 

  •  Mums will planted outside for the Fall Festival

  •  Replacing the countertops in the Multipurpose Room

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak reported the following:

  •  The Fall Festival is on October 13, 2018 from  10:00 am – 1:00 pm. She has the letters for the donation of items.  Set up time is at 9:00 am.

  •  Received ideas for the Library flyer and would like to put an article in the newspaper.  She will discuss this with Cheryl after the meeting.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that there is nothing to report at this time as the meeting is September 12, 2018.  She spoke with Stephanie Bonanno and asked if the Friends would sponsor a luncheon for the staff around the holidays. Cheryl stated she would bring it up at a future meeting.  

Liaison to the Schools: Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:

  •  Linda and she met with Councilwoman Faustini regarding the DPW’s outstanding work orders for the curb to be repaired that was damaged by a snowplow.

  •  Jacklene Oakes and Danielle Aronowitz were sent for supervisor training.

  •  September is Library Card Month, sign up if you don’t have one or know someone   who does not have one.

  •  The Friends Book Sale is September 22, 2018 – September 29, 2018

  •  Hispanic Heritage Festival is September 22, 2018 at the South Plainfield Senior            Center
Finally President Nagel-Smiley commended Mjia Clemente, Jacklene Oakes, Audrey Cupo, Stella Carr, Jailene Betancourt and Suzanne Martin for what she feels is the most successful summer reading program. She also thanked Suzanne for her summer employment, as she has to return to work as a school librarian in North Brunswick.










EXECUTIVE SESSION:  There are no items scheduled for Executive Session this evening


OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously. 

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

There were no questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.


NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approval of the Annual Financial Audit:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the annual Financial Audit.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.    

2.  Approval of the amendments to the Capital Plan:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the amendments to the Capital Plan.  The sod being removed, adding landscape improvements, and moving the generator to 2020.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Ray Rusnak:  The irrigation system is up and running from 4:30 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. and has a rain sensor shut off so it does not run when it is raining.  He spoke with DPW today and the last day for senior pick ups is Wednesday October 3, 2018 then leaf pickup begins.
Gary Jones:  I had two grandsons that marched in the Labor Day Parade.
                         Melissa Katsingris:  I heard good reports about yoga at the Library.
Anne Troop: Great job with the landscaping.  The place looks a lot better.
Stephanie Wolak:  I am looking forward to the Hispanic Heritage Festival, the Book Sale, and
getting Linda’s office cleaned out.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  It is looking great outside, planting mums and digitizing a lot of files and documents is a great idea.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Everything looks beautiful.  Thank you committees, the Board, Linda and her staff.  I am wishing everyone warmer weather than this; congratulations to Annemarie being a grandmother.  


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:16 pm.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 



Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
