 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 October 9, 2018


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, and Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak.  Excused Absent:  Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel 

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Vice President Gary Jones 


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the regular library meeting minutes for 
September 11, 2018.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor: Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga and Frank Lemos


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12782 through #12821 totaling $58,935.95.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.  


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report.  There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted it.  Melissa Katsingris added that there will be a budget meeting the week after Thanksgiving.
            Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga stated that he is glad to see the town has gotten around to working on replacing the lights outside. He thanked Mark DiFrancesco for donating the concrete slab and installing the cigarette urn out front and also thanked Linda for working with Santi Buscemi from UNICO to help coordinate an Italian Film Festival that will take place in 2019.  Lastly, Bob reminded everyone that Veteran’s Day is coming up and invited everyone to join them at the American Legion on Sunday November 11, 2018 at 11:00 am for a ceremony honoring out veterans.

Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at 6:44 pm.


Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that the committee will meet the week after the Finance and Budget committee meeting to discuss salary increases.  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that this evening we will be voting on changing the procedure dealing with an outside attorney when dealing with salary increases.  Instead of having an outside attorney present, we can ask Eric to step outside of the room as his daughter is an employee and it is the Board’s decision on salary increases. 

Technology:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak stated that quite a bit of projects since the beginning of the year and came in under the budget that we proposed at the beginning of the year.  We have made a lot of strides and improvements and will continue to do so as much as we can in 2019.

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak stated that she is working things out with Nancy at the Observer regarding an article/flyer and will discuss this with President Nagel-Smiley after the meeting.  Linda will check on the status of the “Brick” flyer.

  •  The Fall Festival is on October 13, 2018 from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Set up time is at 9:00 am

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley stated that the Friends had a very tremendous book sale.  We made a little over $3,000.00, which included the two-day bake sale.  We had a teacher preview, on Friday night from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm everything was half price, for South Plainfield and other districts.  Another suggestion possibly for next year would be dealers come in prior to the public, pay a fee and they can go in and shop.  The donations of books are going to be August 15th to September 15th.  There was a discussion about The Friends purchasing portable book shelves or possibly from the Capital Fund.  They donated $500.00 to the Fall Festival and they passed a motion to provide lunch for the staff twice per year, Holiday time and during Library week.  

Liaison to the Schools: President Nagel-Smiley stated that Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported the following:

  •  Thanked Stephanie Bonanno & the  Friends for the most successful book sale, Jailene Betancourt and Mija Clemente for the Hispanic Heritage performance as well as Mija Clemente, Linda Hansen and the parents with the Diwali event.  Lastly, she thanked Julianne Mace, VP of the Friends and Debbie Leporino for the 2 letters to the Editor in the Observer explaining the Library Tax. 

  •  According to the Bylaws, Article 2, Section 2 it states “officers shall serve a term of one year from the annual meeting at which they were elected and until the election and qualification of their successors.”  In the January meeting we do not need Eric Aronowitz, Esq. to run the meeting, the President can run the meeting and then they can vote on officers. 

  •  October 21, 2018, Stephanie Wolak, Anne Troop and she are attending the workshop.

  •  At the next meeting we need to establish what will be the closing time for the Library on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.
.


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  There are no items scheduled for Executive Session this evening


OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously. 

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

There were no questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approve the change procedure regarding use of an outside attorney when dealing only with salary increases:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the change in procedure regarding use of an outside attorney when dealing only with salary increases.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones, and President Nagel-Smiley.    

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Gary Jones:  People please drive safer.
Melissa Katsingris:  I am looking forward to Saturday’s event and the library grounds look spectacular.
Anne Troop: I am looking forward to the Fall Festival Saturday.
Stephanie Wolak:  I am looking forward to the Festival Saturday.  Having a day for Hispanics is very nice.  Nice Job everyone.
Ray Rusnak:  progress
Frank Lemos:  I would like to remind everyone that October 16th is National Boss’s Day.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Please come to the Fall Festival.  Election day is prior to our next meeting, please vote.  Thank you everyone for your hard work.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:25pm.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
