 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 June 12, 2018


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Vice President Gary Jones.  Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Anne Troop, and Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Excused Absent:  Frank Lemos and Stephanie Wolak

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Sutor.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Vice President Jones

MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the regular library meeting minutes for 
May 8, 2018.

Annmarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Melissa Katsingris, President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga and Vice President Jones

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12624 through #12660, totaling $53,036.28.  

Ray Rusnak made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report.  There were no questions or comments.  The Board accepted it.

            Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga informed the Board of the following:

  •  The urinal in the men’s room had an issue a couple weeks ago.  DPW was able to get it under control pretty quickly and also showed the staff how to access the water shut off point on the urinal to prevent flooding.

  •  The urinal cakes have been purchased and are now being used.

  •  Confires came and did the annual fire extinguisher and emergency light inspection.  They are due back in July to inspect the sprinkler system. 

  •  Carbon Monoxide detectors need to purchased and put up in the Library.

Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing to report at this time.
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that the supervisors have started having their mid-year conferences with their staff and will start with the final evaluations September, October and November.

Technology:    Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak informed the Board the following:

  •  The playground has been placed in Willow Park and should be up and running in a day or two.

  •  They have been working on the irrigation for the past couple days.  There are 8 zones.  Each zone has about four or five heads so there are about 32 to 40 heads that will water the lawn as we move forward.
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  •  Linda was in touch with Middlesex Water to get the water hook up done.

  •  LDS will be putting some plants in and will  also place some flowers around the base of the electronic sign to add some color and beauty.

  •  Mulch has been placed and plants have been trimmed as well.

  •  After meeting with LDS, he stated that he could get the lawn looking like we want and we would save $9,000 not getting the SOD.

  •  Len Miller, DPW Superintendent is meeting with the electrician this week regarding fixing the light fixture outside.  This will be done in the next month or two as it stays light out longer right now.

  •  He reminded Len Miller, DPW Superintendent that the men’s room still needs to get done.  Len Miller said he would get to it. 

  •  The Library sign over the doorway was put up in the past month.

  •  The divider will be installed during last two weeks of August.  

  •  The electrician will be adding in another light fixture and then moving the light fixtures so the divided rooms are even when separated.  The electrician will also be installing another light switch so the divided rooms are controlled separately as well as moving the thermostat over.

Finally, Ray gave kudos to the committee, Melissa, Cheryl and Linda.  The committee has been doing a great job between meeting, phone calls and keeping everything organized and feels that a lot has been accomplished in the last six months.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that Stephanie did not give her anything to report.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board the following:

  •  The woman that came into speak about Jane Austin was not what was anticipated. 

  •  The Election of Officers took place:  President - Stephanie Bonanno; Treasurer – Francesca Merendino, Secretary – Lisa Mahon and Vice President – Juliane Mace

  •  Stephanie made a presentation about selling the bricks

Liaison to the Schools: Annemarie Stoeckel reported that after next week the kids are all the Library’s for Summer Reading Program.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley commended the following employees:

  •  Jackie for making that new program for record keeping as well as getting us state wide publicity with that NJLA Grant.

  •  Danielle who went to the book expo and brought back some advanced reading books that are available behind the counter.  She also got to meet her favorite author Nicholas Sparks.

  •  Danielle and Debra for giving the computer classes and utilizing the new lab.
Cheryl also added:

  •  The ESL group is having another meeting that a volunteer will be running.

  •  June 21, 2018 Danielle has someone coming in to speak about the taxes and new reform.

  •  June 24, 2018 will be the last Sunday the Library is open.

  •  Monday movies will continue through the summer with popcorn and Wednesdays when it is shown midday, once a month Papa John’s brings in pizza and thanked Papa John’s for 
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this.

  •  June 25, 2018 is the day for children and adults to sign up for the summer reading program.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  There are no items scheduled for Executive Session this evening.

OLD BUSINESS:  There is nothing under Old Business this evening.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously. 

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.          

There were no questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval to adjust library hours to 1:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 7, 2018 for 
     National Night Out:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the adjustment of library hours to 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday August 7, 2018 for National Night Out.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  

TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Anne Troop: At the last meeting she questioned about the senior register and how you would reach all the seniors and residents that are physically limited.  In the past, Emergency Management sent a questioner and suggested putting one in the tax bill for the seniors to register.  There is a committee working on the form.  In addition, she questioned how emergency responders would know who the DNR people are.  
Rob Bengivenga:  Wished everyone a Happy Fourth of July. 
Annemarie Stoeckel:  After the last meeting she signed up for Senior Yard Debris pick-up and is excited to see how nice the outside is going to look.
Ray Rusnak:  The tentative date for the ribbon cutting at Willow Park is June 20, 2018 at 6:30 pm.  If anyone is interested, please feel free to come.
Gary Jones:  Motor Vehicle re-opened in South Plainfield at 5000 Hadley Road.  Have a Happy 
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and Safe Fourth of July.
Melissa Katsingris:  What was said before about Capitol, it was going slow and is nice to see how nice everything is coming together.  She will not be at the next meeting she will be in Greece.   Happy Father’s Day, Happy Fourth of July and will see everyone in August.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Thanked all the committees and congratulated Bob Bengivenga as being re-appointed at Commander with the American Legion.  Happy Father’s Day and Fourth of July.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:00 pm.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
