 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.



SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 December 11, 2018


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s  Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, and Stephanie Wolak.  Excused Absent:  Vice President Gary Jones 
Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Miller.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Ray Rusnak


MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the regular library meeting Minutes for 
November 13, 2018.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Anne Marie Stoeckel, and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga, Melissa Katsingris and Ray Rusnak.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Payment of Vouchers, check #12875 through #12918 totaling $55,187.29.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the Payment of Vouchers, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.



Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.  


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Finance and Budget:  President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions regarding the Bank Statement report. Melissa presented the 2019 proposed Budget with explanations. There were no questions or comments and the Board accepted the Bank Statement. Budget to be voted on during new business.  
Buildings and Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga reported that on November 22, 2018 a transformer blew which caused a power surge to the library that resulted in some damage.  
            •  PSE&G replaced the transformer.
            •  An electrician was called out to address the issues with the lighting and outlet in the building and has provided us a written report of his findings.
            •  Edison Heating and Cooling was able to get 3 of the 6 affected units back up and running but there are still 3 not operational.
            •  The copy machine was repaired by replacing a power board..
            • Edison Heating and Cooling provided us with an estimate for the repair in the amount of $4,840.  The communication boards on all 3 units were damaged and must be replaced.  This includes reconnecting, wiring and reprogramming the units.

7: 06 p.m. Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.



Policy:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the board that they will be voting on emergency closings and notary fees
 
Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that Personnel and other items will be discussed in Executive Session this evening.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel reviewed her report from the committee meeting.
            •  Voting on joining LMXAC (Integrated Library System) $37,120 for the year with a onetime fee in the amount of $20,000 
            •  Benefits include:  cost savings, integrates all of the area libraries and eliminates duplicate records, eliminates the need for a good percentage of the Jersey Cat ILL, Streamlined process, will include subscription to Zinio and Hoopia (web based magazines and e-content including streaming), can work offline if our internet goes down, SAS (software as a service) based in Atlanta and online bill-pay.

Capital:  Ray Rusnak thanked everyone for supporting the Capital plan.
            •  Men’s room is being renovated.  
            •  Recommends keeping the landscaping services with LDS

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak mentioned that ad was in the newspaper and it was very nice.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak had nothing to report from the Mayor at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos reported the following:
            •  Education Committee wants to sponsor a program and presentation and will look into donating through PayPal.
            •  Appreciation Day is on December 13, 2018 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. and is being catered by Hometown Heroes
            •   An author of a WWII book will be coming in.  There is no charge only if you purchase the book.  He is not sure of the date. 

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley thanked the entire Board for all of their hard work as well as Linda and the Library staff and added that we really accomplished a lot inside and outside of the building.



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Executive Session is scheduled this evening.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to move into Executive Session.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

The Board returned from executive session.


OLD BUSINESS:  There are no items under Old Business this evening.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public. 

President Nagel-Smiley called or a motion to move into the public portion of the meeting.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

There were no questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business.

NEW BUSINESS:  

1.  Approve the 2019 Budget:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the 2019 Budget.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.    

2.  Approve the 2019 Salary Increase:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the 2019 Salary Increase at 2.5%.

President Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop. In Favor: Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley. Opposed: Frank Lemos.

3.  Approval to Pay Employees Straight Rate for Sunday November 25, 2018:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve to pay the employees who were scheduled to work straight rate on Sunday November 25, 2018.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel. In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, and President Nagel-Smiley. Opposed: Stephanie Wolak and Melissa Katsingris

4.  Approve the Emergency Closing Policy, effective December 12, 2018:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the Emergency Closing Policy, Effective December 12, 2018.
Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

5.  Approve the new Notary Service Rate ($2.50 per document):
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the new Notary Service Rate at $2.50 per document.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

6.  Approval to Hire Eddie Lin as P/T Library Page at $8.60 per hour: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of Eddie Lin as a part-time Library Page at a rate of $8.60 per hour.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

7.  Approval to Hire a Part Time Library Assistant at $15.82 per hour: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of a part-time Library Assistant at the rate of $15.82 per hour.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

8.  Approval to Hire a Part Time Substitute Weekend Librarian at $37.73 per hour: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the hiring of a part-time weekend Librarian at a rate of $37.73 per hour.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

9.  Approval to Join LMxAC: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the joining of LMXAC.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Ray Rusnak, Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Nagel-Smiley.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to close the public portion.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMAR KS:

Ray Rusnak:  Thank you everyone for all your support and I look forward to accomplishing more in 2019.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  I am thankful for a great year.  Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and Happy New Year to everyone.
Frank Lemos:  Thank you Ray for doing a bang up job this past year.  Have a very Merry Christmas and Happy and safe New Year to everyone.
Melissa Katsingris:   Have a Happy and Healthy Holiday Season and Happy New Year.
Stephanie Wolak:  Ditto.  It has been a great year.
Anne Troop:  It has been a very interesting year to see how the Public Library does so much work.  Happy New Year and I am looking forward to the new library system.
 Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Thank you everyone for all of your hard work and support.  Have a safe Holiday.  We have the staff luncheon on Thursday and please take advantage of some of the programs going on here at the Library.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:13pm.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Miller
Library Board Secretary
