 These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 April 10, 2018


The meeting was called to order by President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley at 6:30 pm.

President Nagel-Smiley announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Gary Jones, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, and Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Councilwoman Faustini, Ava Faustini, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Sutor.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Vice President Jones

President Nagel-Smiley suspended the normal order of business for Bob Bengivenga to give his buildings and grounds report as he has to leave to attend another meeting.


Buildings and Grounds:  Bob stated that he has to be at a Planning Board meeting and has to go the American Legion because they are voting tonight.  It is the 100th year of the American Legion and hopefully he will be Commander this year again.  Bob reported on the problem with the door. Mr. Russo came out and found that one of the screws was stripped inside and ordered the new part and once fixed the door should work fine.  

President Nagel-Smiley asked Bob to thank April Bengivenga and the Women’s Suburban League for the pinwheels.  They are beautiful and feels it is a good way to let the community know that children are being abused and it is a way to remind us to report it if we see it.

Bob excused himself from the meeting at 6:34 p.m.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the normal order of business will now resume.
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MINUTES:

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the board.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the library minutes for March 13, 2018.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  Abstain:  Annemarie Stoeckel


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12544 through #12586, totaling $86,096.02.  Note:  check #12567 was voided because it got jammed in the printer.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.  



MONTHLY REPORTS:

President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that the we do not vote on Petty Cash report it is only a breakdown of how the money is spent for the month.

Expense Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Expense Report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Cash Receipt Report.

Anne Troop made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously. 


Statistical Report:  President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Statistical Report.

Vice President Jones made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s Report in detail.

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to accept the Director’s Report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Anne Troop.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that you do not have to vote on the treasurer’s report because you cannot change it.  Melissa will review it, ask any questions and we will just accept it.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  



Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail and accepted.

Policy:  Vice President Jones informed the Board that he will be scheduling a meeting for the Collection Development Policy.

Personnel:  President Nagel-Smiley informed the Board that there is a procedure that we have to fulfill with the part-time employees dealing with sick and vacation time.  This will be discussed in executive session.

Technology:    Annemarie has nothing at this time.

Capital:  Ray stated that he is happy Councilwoman Faustini is at the meeting this evening.  The order was placed for the playground about two weeks ago and we should be receiving it shortly.  We were hoping to have it set up and ready to go by Memorial Day weekend and feels they should be on schedule for that.  Ray also reported that he is running into a little frustration getting the irrigation system put in.  We had someone that was going to be able to do it but called and said he was unable to (he was a smaller operation and is going to be tied up until July or August).  We then brought someone else in who was more than happy to want to bid on it.  They met with Linda. When she informed them that they were only doing the irrigation and someone else was doing the landscaping, they decided they were not going to be able to do it.  He was able to get three more names from the landscaper that we will be using and will be contacting and hopefully get moving ahead with it.  President Nagel-Smiley added that a new water meter needs to be installed if you have an irrigation system installed. Linda and she are going to meet with the Architect and Modern Fold about the divider that is going to be installed in this room.  Stephanie asked when the sticker bushes were going to be removed.  Ray responded that he would contact DPW to remove them.

Councilwoman Faustini asked if she could address the Board since she had another meeting to attend. Permission was granted by President Nagel-Smiley.
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Councilwoman Faustini and her daughter Ava presented the Board with a flower in honor of National Libraries week and thanked everyone for the wonderful job they do and how much they contribute to the community. 











Community Relations:  Stephanie reported that she had a meeting with Frank and Bob about how to get the word out to the community about what goes on at the library.  Linda gave her an old flyer to update. President Nagel-Smiley reminded Board Members to notify her when they have Committee meetings.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank reported that the Friends had a meeting and one of the members is looking into having The Jane Austin Society come to the Library to speak with a combination of a tea event. The Book Sale will be September 22 and set up is September 20 and 21. There was a suggestion made to have the Library offer a Baby Sitting Class or an SAT Practice for $50.00. Checks would be made out to the Friends of the Library and the money would be donated back to the Library. The Friends of the Library would sponsor the two programs. Another suggestion was to have another basket for a restaurant, which would be a local restaurant, as well as a craft basket. Finally a suggestion was to have hanging squares for kids to paint and hang on the wall in the Children’s Room like a quilt.

Liaison to the Schools: Annemarie had nothing to report.

Board President’s Report:  President Nagel-Smiley reported that Edison Heating and Cooling came and cleaned out all of the air conditioners due to mulch fire smoke. She also called DPW and put in a work ticket regarding fixing the broken curbs and blacktop outside as a result of the snowplowing. The sod and the sprinkler are being financed through Capital but the landscaping is handled out of the operating account. Since it is Library week President Nagel-Smiley boasted about the staff and all the programs and movies that are lined up and thanked Linda and the entire staff for all that they do. She presented staff with candy and cookies in honor of Library Staff Day.


President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to move into Executive Session.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


OLD BUSINESS:  Nothing at this time.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Nagel-Smiley asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.
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Eric Aronowitz commented on the FDR program the Library is offering for free, he had paid $180.00 for the program for his continuing education credits.  It was a very good program.  

There were no further questions or comments from the public.

President Nagel-Smiley stated that the public portion would remain open for the New Business discussion.  










NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of Benefits Correction:
President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to approve the benefits correction.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Anne Troop, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Nagel-Smiley.  

TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Vice President Gary Jones:  Hope everyone had a Happy Easter/Passover.  We are moving along very well.
Melissa Katsingris:  Looking forward to coming to Meditation on Thursday night and feels the programs we run here are fantastic.
Anne Troop:  Good news library week, the 2018 budget had an increased funding for libraries. They kept the Institute of Museum and Library Services and gave increased funding.
Stephanie Wolak:  I am looking forward to the new playground. I was here with Ava today and she had great time and I give Miss Mija a lot credit because after story time, craft time and dance time, we had playtime.  It is a very nice program. 
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Everything is going fine and it’s a good thing. I did say that after Melissa mentioned about the classes, I found Rosetta Stone and have brushing up on my Spanish. 
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Trustees’ workshop is eight hours per year total or we lose some funding from the State. The next one is on October 27 that is an all day one.  I told Linda that I would go and would appreciate if someone else could also go.  If anyone cannot give up a day you can go on the computer and spend an hour or two just to do that so we can get the funding.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Nagel-Smiley called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:18 pm.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
