  These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
November 14, 2017


The meeting was called to order by Vice President Gary Jones at 6:30 pm.

Vice President Jones announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   Vice President Gary Jones, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak (6:36 pm), Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  
Absent:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos and President Darlene Cullen.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Councilwoman Faustini, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Sutor.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Vice President Jones

MINUTES:

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes of October 10, 2017.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.  
Abstain:  Frank Lemos.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12345 through #12390, totaling $60,472.08.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.










Library Board Minutes









November 14, 2017









Page 2


MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the cash receipt 
report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


Statistical Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  


6:36 p.m. Stephanie Wolak arrived.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.  Ms. Hansen asked Councilwoman Faustini if she would like to add anything about partnering up with South Plainfield Police Department and Common Ground support group to get special needs individuals registered in the SPPD’s Special Needs Registry. 

Councilwoman Faustini stated that she attended a parent advisory group meeting and was informed her that South Brunswick Police Department did a program for their special needs children.  If a police officer pulls over a driver that is special needs or if they have to go to the residence, the police officer would be alerted beforehand and they would be able to access information about an individual’s specific special needs.  Councilwoman Faustini stated that she is working with the police department to get this up and running in town. The library will be hosting an event to enter people in the registry on Sunday December 3rd from 2:30 – 4:00 PM. 

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


Policy:  Vice President Jones stated that they would like to eliminate the $0.50 charge for holds.  If the item is not picked up by the expiration date (depending on the item) then they will be charged for hold.

Buildings & Grounds:  Linda reported that there is a leak in the men’s room sink that needs to be fixed and does not expect it to cost more than $100.00

Personnel:  Cheryl reported that the committee met and went through job descriptions and started writing the evaluation tool based off of the job descriptions.  The committee will be meeting again but will probably not be able to present it to the board until probably January.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel explained that Online Bill Pay allows patrons to pay any fines/fees on the library website with a credit card.  The cost for the setup and licensing for the first year is $2,875.00 and licensing for subsequent years would be $1,013.00.  We will receive a monthly statement that summarizes all activity, but can check the statements daily online.   A credit card processing solution needs to be set up.  We looked at two and are recommending TSYS Merchant Solutions.  They are charging a flat rate of $0.53 per transaction (we can pass this cost along to the patron) and they are a vendor who regularly does business with libraries.

Capital Project:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak stated that we had a great time at the festival.  It went very well.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing from the Mayor at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos has nothing to report at this time. 

Liaison to the Schools’:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.  

Board President Report:  Vice President Jones reminded the Board that the Holiday party will be before the next meeting on 12/12/17 at 5:30 p.m.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Vice President Jones called for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Vice President Jones asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  

Eric Aronowitz congratulated Stephanie Wolak for being elected on the Board of Ed and Councilwoman Faustini being elected on the Borough Council.

Vice President Jones stated that the public portion will remain open while we go into new business.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approve Online Bill Pay (patrons pay fines online):
Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve the online bill pay.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones. 

2.  Approval to Eliminate the Policy for “Holds”: 

Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve to eliminate the policy for holds.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.
Vice President Jones asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  There were no questions or comments.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Stephanie Wolak: Happy Thanksgiving.
Melissa Katsingris:  Congratulations to Stephanie and Councilwoman Christine.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone.
Cheryl Nagel Smiley:  I was at the War of Worlds radio show and it was excellent.   I am glad Christine is working with Common Ground. Congratulations Christine and Stephanie. Happy Thanksgiving.
Frank Lemos:  Happy Thanksgiving to all.
Ray Rusnak:  Congratulations Stephanie, look forward to having you on the Board of Ed, I’m sure you’ll do a great job.  Congratulations to Christine.  She is a major asset not only to the library but to the community.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone.
 Annemarie Stoeckel:  Congratulations Stephanie.  I am looking forward to working with you.  Happy Thanksgiving.
Vice President Gary Jones:  Congratulations Stephanie and Christine.  Have a safe and happy holiday everyone.


ADJOURNMENT: 

Vice President Jones called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:07 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by: 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

