  These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
February 14, 2017



The meeting was called to order by Vice President Gary Jones at 6:30 pm.

Eric Aronowitz announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   Vice President Gary Jones, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  
Excused:  President Darlene Cullen.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Stephanie Bonanno, Council woman Christine Faustini, Linda Hansen, Christine Lee, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Sutor.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Gary Jones.


At this time a list of all the committee appointments was given to each board member.


MINUTES:

Vice President Jones asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board regarding the library minutes for January 10, 2017.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes of 
January 10, 2017 with the correction stated above.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Rep. Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.
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PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11998 through #12038, totaling $86,462.41.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.  


MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.  

Cash Receipt Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak,, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.


Statistical Report:  Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones. 


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga. In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Buildings & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga informed the board that the women’s room had 
the same issue as the men’s room with the faucet not working.  DPW came out and replaced the faucet fixtures.  Bob also stated that the capital committee is going to be meeting and reviewing the “wish” list and asked if there was anything to do with building and grounds he would like to be informed so he may address it.  Ray suggested getting the list together first and then it can be addressed.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos informed the board that the raffle drawing for the quilt is on March 20th.  There was a discussion that the raffle tickets are too expensive at $5 each.  Once they see the results of this raffle, they will make adjustments if necessary.  The Book/Bake sale is May 13th with possibly having the bake sale inside the library in case of bad weather.  The Friends approved taking over the brick sales and library shelves donations from the Library Foundation.  All of the money from the brick sales will go to the Friends to spend and the shelf money will go for shelves.  They also approved paying half of the Raconteur Program.  They are still in the discussion stage of the children’s tile hand prints.

Frank also stated that the Library Foundation is closing and the Friends are going to take over the donations that come in for the shelving but the brick sales will be used for the materials and everything else.  Frank Lemos asked Eric to inform the Board about the Foundation’s status.

A long discussion was entertained between Eric and the Board members regarding the Foundation.  Eric stated that the Friends and the Foundation basically have the same purpose.  The Foundation has had no activity in the last 7-8 years other than acting as the conduit for the book shelf sale.  There is a resolution on for this meeting to close out the Foundation.  I turned over $20,000 plus thousand dollars that was in the Foundation accounts to Linda to use as the Library Board sees fit.  If someone wants to continue the foundation and start from scratch with the bank accounts, I will be more than happy to change the designated agent to whomever wants to take it over.  The Friends have more members than the Foundation, which is essentially himself.  Eric also stated that he would be more than happy to help the Friends with any legal questions.   
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OLD BUSINESS:  

Bob Bengivenga stated that Len Miller from DPW and 2 additional employees came to evaluate the bathrooms.  They are willing to take on the job and give it a good facelift which would cost a lot less money for the library.  Bob will send a list to Linda with the things that the DPW will be replacing/re-facing.

7:13pm Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Vice President Jones called for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Vice President Jones asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
public.

Christine Lee, member of the Friends, stated that when you hear the word Foundation you think a lot of money and asked Eric if they were to stay under the same rules as the Foundation and stay under the $49,999.99 we do not have to do the e-postcard, etc.  Eric responded that this was correct.  

Stephanie Bonanno, member of the Friends, asked what should be done if someone asks her where the money from the Foundation went.  Eric responded have them contact him.  Stephanie also added that the raffle ticket fee of $5 was voted on and the next quilt raffle will be less.  Stephanie Wolak stated that the fee for the raffle ticket should be on the tickets as well.  

Vice President Jones asked if there were any further comments or questions from the public.  There were none.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval to retain Qualified Purchasing Agent (QPA) Kelly Cupit:
Linda briefly informed the Board that there was a conference call with Darlene, Cheryl Ray, herself with Kelly Cupit, QPA for the Borough.  Right now the current bid threshold is $17,500.00 and if we want to purchase something over this then we would have to do a formal bid process.  If we were to acquire her the threshold goes up to purchases of $40,000 or more and she would be our go to person to check over paperwork, prepare bid specs and make sure everything is order.  

Vice President Jones asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to retain the services of QPA Kelly Cupit for the remainder of 2017 in an amount not to exceed $2,000.00.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.

2.  Approval of the Resolution for Foundation Funds:

Vice President Jones asked if there were any comments or questions.

Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve the resolution for the Foundation Funds.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.

3.  Approval of Lincoln Center Contract:

Vice President Jones asked if there were any comments or questions.  

Vice President Jones called for a motion to approve the Lincoln Center Contract.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.  
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Stephanie Wolak:  The Chinese New Year’s was a great event; it was extremely packed. (inaudible…background noise) Happy Valentine’s Day.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Repeated everything Stephanie said and added that the thing that most people don’t realize is that a lot of performances were by children from maybe age 4 to 18.  Compliments to Danielle, Mia and Jackie that did the teen program.  I am glad to see that the attendance is high.  I will be doing a mini history lesson this Saturday prior to the Freedom Summer.  I will be explaining the African American vote in this country after the Civil War and the 15th amendment and what led up to Freedom Summer.  I’d like to see you all come.  Gary you did a great job.
Ray Rusnak:  I think hiring the QPA is a good thing and will be beneficial to the library.
Melissa Katsingris:  It is really exciting to see all of the programs we have here.    
Frank Lemos:  Happy Valentine’s Day and have a nice weekend.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  I was excited to see the screening partner that we are doing with Lincoln Center.  It is nice to have that opportunity for families who are not able to go in.  Happy Valentine’s Day.
Vice President Gary Jones:  Darlene I hope you get well soon.  Lincoln Center is a wonderful place.  I am glad we got things accomplished today.  Happy Valentine’s Day.


ADJOURNMENT: 

Vice President Jones called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:48 pm.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

