  These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
December 12, 2017


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Gary Jones, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak.  
Absent:  Bob Bengivenga and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Esq., Glenn Cullen, Councilwoman Faustini, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, and Carmela Sutor.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Stephanie Wolak

MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the meeting minutes of November 14, 2017.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Jones.  
Abstain:  President Cullen.

 
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #12391 through #12428, totaling $44,491.45.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
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MONTHLY REPORTS:

Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt 
report.

Ray Rusnak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.  


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:  


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Policy:  Vice President Jones has nothing to report at this time.

Buildings & Grounds:  President Cullen read through Bob’s report.  There was another leak on the roof.  The roofer was contacted and found 2 puncture holes and repaired them; we are still waiting to hear from contractor regarding the water pooling on the porch; Linda reached out to him on Sunday to discuss the ice on the ramp and stairs, it was not actively snowing but did until late Saturday evening and DPW was not available to come and clean.    Bob suggested that the building be closed on these occasions.  President Cullen stated that the Library mirrors what the Borough does.  When the Borough shuts down or closes, the Library will as well. Mr. Cullen stated that going forward they will have laborers here to clear the sidewalks, stairs, etc.  He wished everyone a Happy Hanukkah, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Personnel:  Cheryl reported that they are just about finished with the evaluation tools and will hopefully present it to the Board in January.  

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.

Capital Project:  Ray Rusnak has nothing to report at this time but expressed that it was a successful year with the various projects we were able to get accomplished.

Community Relations:  Stephanie Wolak has nothing at this time.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Ray Rusnak has nothing from the Mayor at this time.  Ray let the Board know that he put in an application to be re-appointed as Mayor’s Alternate for next year.

Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos reported that the net profit from the busy Family Raffle was $135.00 and $38.00 from selling pumpkins at the Fall Festival; there will be 1 book sale and 1 bake sale in 2018 and various different events/activities for 2018 are still being discussed. 

Liaison to the Schools’:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.  

Board President Report:  President Cullen mirrored what Ray reported and added that everyone works well together and hopefully we can do the same in 2018.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  There were no questions or comments.

President Cullen stated that the public portion will remain open while we go into new business.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approve the 2018 Budget:

Melissa Katsingris reviewed the 2018 Budget.
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2018 Budget.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  In Favor:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Mayor’s Alternate Ray Rusnak, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Jones and President Cullen. 

2.  Approve the annual donation to S.P. Social Services: 

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the annual donation to S.P. Social Services in the amount of $3,500.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

 3.  Approval to play music/message when placed on hold:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the installation of playing music/message when placed on hold in the amount not to exceed $350.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

4.  Approval to purchase an artificial tree for library programs and events in Willow Park:

President Cullen stated this will be tabled to the next meeting.
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President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.  There were no questions or comments.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Ray Rusnak.  The motion passed unanimously.

TRUSTEE REMARKS:  
Stephanie Wolak: Wished everyone Happy Holidays.
Cheryl Nagel Smiley:  Thanked Linda and her staff all the personnel committee and the board members for everything they do; wished everyone Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and a healthy and safe New Year.
Melissa Katsingris:  Happy Holidays and have a safe New Year as well2017 was a great year; looking forward to even more great things in 2018.
Ray Rusnak:  This year has been very rewarding first year on the Library Board.  As long as we work together as a group we can accomplish that much more.
Frank Lemos:  Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and a have a Happy and Blessed New Year.
Vice President Gary Jones:  Thanked everyone he has worked with on the committee.  Happy and safe Holidays.
President Darlene Cullen:  Thanked everyone on the Board, Eric Aronowitz, Esq. for his guidance throughout the year.  We have gotten so much accomplished; 2018 should be exciting to equally as much done; Happy Holidays to all.

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:06 pm.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by: 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

