These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
October 11, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak, and Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.
Late:  Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel (6:33pm).  

Also in attendance were:   Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan, Councilman Ray Rusnak and Carmela Sutor.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by President Cullen

 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
September 13, 2016

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Frank Lemos.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the executive session minutes of 
September 13, 2016

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Frank Lemos.

6:33pm Annemarie Stoeckel arrived at this time.
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PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11846 through #11890, totaling $58,490.06, which were reviewed by the library director and two trustees.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen. 

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

Melissa Katsingris also stated that she will be having a finance meeting within the next month.


  
Policy:  Gary Jones has nothing to report at this time.

Personnel:  Vice President Christine stated that personnel is doing a fantastic job with all of the programs and are working together fabulously.  

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga stated that they fixed the faucet in the men’s bathroom because it was not working.  

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated has nothing to report at this time. 
 
Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that they are having the fall festival on Saturday and the weather is supposed to be beautiful.  We have some great businesses in town.  We received a $25 gift card from ACME and both Dunkin Donuts are donating some donuts and munchkins; Spirit Halloween is donating the scarecrow costume for Mayor Anesh to wear; the Farmer’s Market, The Green Olive, is donating about 25 pumpkins in the event a child does not have a pumpkin they can purchase one for $1 and the money will be donated to The Friends and besides the pumpkins he is also donating 4 cases of apple juice and Nischwitz is loaning us 6 bales of hay to make a photo-op.  Thank you to all of our businesses in town.

Capital Campaign:  Vice President Faustini stated that there was a donation of $5,000 from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous and I brought flyers to buy the bricks.  The first area we were talking about doing is the one directly in front of the library and would like to start this on Saturday, which will be through the foundation.  

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.  Cheryl stated that we really have a great Mayor.  On Saturday he is doing the dedication, the Fire House open house; then coming back to the library for the Fall Festival and dressing up as a scarecrow and read and then is going to his Mayor’s Wellness.  All that Mayor Anesh does for us is really appreciated.  

Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos stated that the Rodolfo’s fundraiser was not going to happen.  Cheryl added that the constitution is going to be changed.  The meeting day will be changed to the fourth Thursday of the month and would still be before our board meeting and it will start in January.
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Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that at back to school night they had the librarians in each of the schools and gave them some information and applications for the children and adults for the library and there were comments from some of the new families in town that they were appreciative and added that they need to work on the Middle School and High School because they do not go into the libraries.  

Board President:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

OLD BUSINESS:  

A.  Display Unit:


President Cullen recapped that at the last meeting we voted on the display unit and this was through State Contract.  Not everyone agreed with the purchasing of the State Contract because it was a little high but the vote still passed.  Mr. Bengivenga, who was one of the 2 that voted against the contract because of the price, went to visit Linda and asked for a few days to see if he could get a lower price.  Bob did some research and in the meantime Linda called Stew from Library Interiors and informed him that the price was a little high and asked if he could lower it and he came in with a price of $2,875.  Bob came back with a proposal from CMF Business Supplies, who is in town and they supplied a quote as well that mirrors the Library Interiors quote and it will be built the same.  The price is $1,350. Tonight if we want to go with CMF, we need to rescind our approval from last month’s meeting and then we will re-vote on either CMF or Library Interiors.  Thank you, Bob for researching this and saving the library all this money.

President Cullen called for a motion to rescind the vote for the purchase of the display unit at last month’s meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

President Cullen wanted everyone to know that CMF is Bob’s Brother-in-law’s business.  Bob added that this was not the only place he went to.  President Cullen added that the Borough and the schools also do business with them as well.










Library Board Minutes









October 11, 2016









Page 5

B.  Bathrooms:

Bob Bengivenga stated that Gary, Christine and himself had an opportunity to look at the bathrooms again.  A lot of the stuff is not in bad shape. He is looking into epoxy for the floor instead of tiles.  It is similar to linoleum but it is epoxy concrete.  They sand the floor down and put an epoxy down with a type of sandy dye to it and it makes it colored and then there is another layer of epoxy over the top.  A long discussion was entertained between board members and it was decided that a third quote should be gotten for a complete remodel of the bathrooms. President Cullen stated that this item will be carried over to the next meeting.

7:26pm Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.

C.  Lawn Signs:
President Cullen called for a discussion about the placement of lawn signs on the library lawn.  St. Stephens sent an e-mail to Mayor Anesh and they wanted to know if they could put a sign up for the tricky tray.  President Cullen also informed the board that the property does belong to the borough and Mayor Anesh and his administration understand that we have worked very hard on this library.  If our decision is collectively that we do not want the lawn signs, Mayor Anesh will tell them to put them on a certain side of Borough property.  A long discussion was entertained back and forth between board members regarding the placement of the lawn signs and this will be voted on under new business.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed the unanimously.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments from the public.

Councilman Ray Rusnak apologized for the weeds outside; he said he’d take care of it but has been a little busy and will take care of it.  Councilman Rusnak thanked the Board for giving him the opportunity to be involved with the library.  It has been a very rewarding year and a great experience.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments from the public and added that the public portion will remain open during new business.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1.   Approval of the Display Unit:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the CMF invoice for $1,350 to buy the display unit as outlined on the invoice.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.

2.  Approval not display any signs in front or on the side of the library:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve not to display any signs in front or on the side of the library

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Hopes everyone can donate some time on Saturday and is glad that we saved some money on the display unit and wished Annemarie the best of luck as her daughter is getting married on Friday.  Congratulations.  Happy Halloween!
Melissa Katsingris:  Saturday sounds like it is going to be a blast.  I’m glad we are moving forward on the display unit.  Happy Halloween!
Stephanie Wolak:  Happy about the display unit.  I am thankful that we got all these donations for the Fall Festival and am looking forward to helping out.  Happy Halloween.  
Vice President Christine Faustini:  Ava and I will be there Saturday to help out in any way we can and I am looking forward to it.    
Frank Lemos:  I hope everyone comes out to the Fall Festival. 
Gary Jones:  I am happy we are getting things done.  We do have 2 holidays before we meet again and one of them is Veteran’s Day.  Please think about your Veteran’s on your daily travels.  
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Annemarie Stoeckel:   I am sorry I was late tonight I’m in the middle of printing out wedding programs.  It’s very exciting.
President Darlene Cullen:  Thanked everyone.  I think this was a great meeting, we got a lot accomplished.  I’m glad we are finally ordering the display unit and making some progress with the bathrooms.  I am looking forward to the Fall Festival.  Thank you, Cheryl for getting the donations for Saturday.  Happy Halloween, Happy Veteran’s Day and on Election Day, please get out and vote and exercise your right.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:44 pm.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

