These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
March 8, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Faustini and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos (arrived late 6:53 pm), Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Libby Barsky, Glenn Cullen, Linda Hansen and Carmela Sutor.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley


MINUTES:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the Public meeting minutes of 
February 9, 2016.

 
Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

 
President Cullen stated that the payment of the vouchers, check #11577 through #11613, totaling $77,024.71 and added that check #11611 and check #11612 will be voted on separately.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11577 through #11610, and #11613. 

 
Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.
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President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of check #11611.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini.  Recuse:  President Cullen.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of check #11612.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Recuse:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.
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President Cullen called for a motion to suspend the normal order of business.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


At this time representatives of the NJ Buddhist Cultural Center presented the library and entire board with their new book titled 365 Days for Travelers, Wisdom from Chinese Literary and Buddhist Classics, as well as additional copies to be given out to members of the community.  Andy Young, President of the Buddha Light International Association NJ Chapter and thanked the library for accepting and homing these books.  He also explained that the book collects work from 400 authors and 800 literatures from ancient China thousands of years ago.  

President Cullen and all the members of the Library Board thanked Mr. Young and all the representatives for their presentation.  


President Cullen stated that we are going to proceed with the agenda.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report. 

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

Frank Lemos arrived at this time (6:53pm)


COMMITTEE REPORTS:

President Cullen reminded the board that committee meets and decides how you would like to go forth and you bring it back to the entire board and the entire board decides.

Melissa stated that they had their meeting and she and President Cullen will be going to 6 local banks to get rates for CD’s for the Frances Greany Trust Fund.
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Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.


Policy:  Gary Jones stated that they had a second policy meeting regarding this multipurpose meeting room.  After a long discussion between board members and the board attorney, it was decided to postpone the vote.  The committee will be having another meeting. 

Personnel:  Vice President Christine has nothing to report at this time.

Buildings & Grounds:  Bob informed the board that he had the opportunity to check the bathrooms and will be having a meeting to discuss them and other issues he has noticed.  Bob further stated that he had a great time on Saturday and it was a great day.  Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time. 7:18 pm.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley read her report (attached).  President Cullen stated that as a trustee, we may not receive any gain whether tangible or intangible in dealing with the library.  If anybody wants to represent a special interest group, please bring it to this board and let’s discuss it openly.  Please do not put our library director in a position where she feels she needs to grant special permission to one of us. That is not what the board is here for.

Capital Campaign:  Vice President Faustini stated that she met with Eric to discuss the Capital Campaign in conjunction with the library Foundation.  In 2011 The Friends of the Library made a monetary donation into the Library Foundation and the purpose of those funds was to purchase items in the future for our new library.  The foundation presented a check for $10,000.00 to use to purchase items for the new library.  We also discussed having one large event each year.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley thanked Mayor and Councilman White for all the help with Dr. Seuss Day.  Special heartfelt thanks to Councilman Rusnak who gave up many evenings as well as days to support our two special events and Cheryl told him she would  like him to be our liaison from the Council for all of our future events.  Cheryl asked Mayor Anesh and he stated he is very supportive of this building and has heard nothing but a great response from the community.
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Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos stated that they have another meeting on Thursday and would like to make an effort to get more members.  

Liaison to the Schools Report:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that she met with Linda and the Librarian from the High School and the Middle School to discuss summer reading.  The High School Librarian is new this year.  Both librarians were impressed with the library because they heard so much about the library.  We went back and spoke with the Supervisor of the English/Language Arts and she has summer reading on her agenda with the High School English Dept. and she will work as the liaison between the S.P. Library and the English Dept. to make sure that we are timely in our decision if there are any changes with the summer reading program.

Board President’s Report:  President Cullen thanked everyone and further stated that that we accomplished something many people have talked about for years.  President Cullen added that she has never seen a Mayor and Council this involved with a project like this, Dr. Seuss Day etc.  President Cullen wants to clarify with the people giving money for the shelving donation, you are not buying a shelf that is all for your use.  

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 
President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed the unanimously.


Glenn Cullen, 1457 Fox Pl., South Plainfield asked Ms. Hansen how many new registrations?  Ms. Hansen responded 146 residents and 27 nonresidents.  Mr. Cullen also asked if there was a surge in donations.  Ms. Hansen responded yes in terms of shelves.  


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of the Multipurpose Room Policy: 

President Cullen stated that this has been tabled and will be carried to the next meeting.  
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2.  Approval of Cleaning Services for 2016:


Linda informed the board that there were 10 bids.  The lowest one that came in was rejected because they did not include their references and insurance certificate.  The next lowest bidder was Dublin Maintenance Contractors.  Their paperwork was in order.

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve Dublin Maintenance Contractors in the amount of $1,250.00 per month as the janitorial services at the South Plainfield Library for the period of April 1, 2016 to March 31, 2017.


Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

3.  Approval of “Wish List” Items:


Vice President Faustini stated that items #1-4 are the items we will be purchasing now.


President Cullen called for a motion to approve the wish list items #1-4 totaling $16,574.00 to purchase.


Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

4.  Approval of Change Order #4:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve change order #4 in the amount of $49,496.49, which has been reviewed by Andy.  


Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:   Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.
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5.  Approval of Structural Payment #20:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $44,830.02 which will be held, which has been signed off by Andy.


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.

6.  Approval to Showcase Featured Collection books/Monthly Display for 2 Months:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the showcasing of featured collection books as well as any monthly display for 2 months on the spin rack.


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.



President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


President Cullen called for a motion to move into executive session and added that there will not be a vote when they come back.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen called for a motion to go back into public session.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.










Library Board Minutes









March 8, 2016









Page 8

TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  It has been a dream come true with the Library.  At the Friday night event so many people praised our staff but one person they kept praising was Danielle that she makes the patron feel important, she is helpful and friendly.  Happy St. Patty’s Day and Happy Easter.
Melissa Katsingris:  Happy St. Patrick’s Day and Happy Easter.
Stephanie Wolak:  It was a great grand opening
Annemarie Stoeckel: Echoed everybody else’s sentiments and is happy the way everything is going and hopefully continues to go.
 Gary Jones:   I took off Saturday for the grand opening with my son and Grandson.  Happy Easter.
Frank Lemos:  Fantastic job on the grand opening.  Happy Easter and Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Eric Aronowitz:  Cheryl you did an amazing job.  On Friday night Eleanor Haynes who is 94 years old which was incredible and my only regret was that Sonny was not able to join us.
Vice President Faustini:  Echoed everyone else.  Friday and Saturday were fabulous and that is what you get when everyone works together and does their part, that includes the staff too, every member and every single person contributed.  Thank you everyone.
President Cullen:  Echoed everyone else.  It was nice to see a lot of old faces and new faces.  Thank you to everyone again.


ADJOURNMENT: 

 
President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 8:34 pm.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

