These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
June 14, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, and Vice President Faustini and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Gary Jones, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Excused:  Bob Bengivenga and Frank Lemos.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Carmela Sutor and Ken Morgan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Melissa Katsingris

MINUTES:
 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the Public meeting minutes of 
May10, 2016 with the correction of the time the meeting was called to order (6:30 pm not 7 pm).


Gary Jones made the motion with the correction stated above, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.  Abstain:  Melissa Katsingris.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11683 through #11724, totaling $48,219.79. 

 
Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:    Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.
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Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.    In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report. 

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail. 

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Policy:  Gary Jones deferred the reviewing of the policies to Cheryl.  Cheryl reviewed the policies that are to be voted on under new business in detail.  


Personnel:  Vice President Christine stated that she is going to suspend going over the reviews and raises until next month.  There is a lot going on with the new hires and a lot going on in general.  It is a very important process.  We want to very thorough and look at the organization chart and fit everyone into it.  We will make all the decisions over the next month and vote on them at the next meeting.  The new hiring is complete and Vice President Faustini gave a brief synopsis of the 3 new employees’ experience.

Buildings & Grounds:  President Cullen stated that Bob had nothing to report at this time.  
Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that the committee met.  The Dedication Day program is going to be Saturday, June 25th at 10 am.  Linda will give some opening remarks.  The Mayor and Council will be here and invitations were sent to Senator Diegnan, as well as Assemblywoman Nancy Pinkin and Assemblyman Robert Karabinchak.  Linda has been in contact with Natalie Bergen’s family and they will be coming.  Three of Frances Greany’s friends will be attending as well.  Pre-school of Rock will be after the dedication and unveiling and while the kids are in here listening to the Pre-School of Rock, there will be a brunch on the new patio for any of the Trustees, Mayor, Senator Diegnan, Assemblywoman Pinkin, Assemblyman Karabinchak and Natalie and Frances’s friends and family.  There was a $600 donation to The Friends for Natalie and the Friends are paying for a busy table (beads/wheels, etc.) for the Children’s room.    

Capital Campaign:  Vice President Faustini stated that a new CD that was in the foundation that was originally a gift from The Friends has come mature.  The Foundation has given a check to the library in the amount of $12,200 which represents the balance of the donation made by The Friends of the Library in December of 2011 and this is in addition to the $10,000 check that was given to the library in February and these will go towards to future items on the “wish list” which is consistent with the intent of The Friends donation intention.  

Mayor’s Alternate:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Friends:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that the new officers are:  Stephanie Bonanno, President; Chrissie Lee, Vice President; Francesca M., Treasurer; Alberta Esposito, Secretary.  They were informed of the Children’s library.  The gaming license came through and they had to go and set up a new bank account.  The Rodolfo’s fundraiser was about $150.  There was a question about the museum pass program and it was tabled to September because they do not meet during the summer.  Senator Barnes donated $1,000 to The Friends. The brick fundraising has been tabled to the fall.
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Liaison to the Schools Report:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that they are all set for the summer reading program and are looking forward to it.

Board President’s Report:  President Cullen thanked everyone for working diligently on their committees.   We still have a few more projects to tackle.  President Cullen reminded the Board that if you miss a meeting it is up to you to get caught up on what was missed. 

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 
President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

 
Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed the unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of the Computer Policy: 

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the computer policy.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.
2.  Approval of the Behavior Policy:


President Cullen called for a motion to approve the behavior policy.


Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

3.  Approval of the Amendment to the Quite Study Policy:


President Cullen called for a motion to approve the amendment to the quiet study policy and is also taking out food & beverage.


Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.
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4.  Approval of MURAL agreement:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the MURAL agreement.


Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

5.  Approval of P/T Children’s Librarian (Jacklene Oakes) to start on 6/27/16:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the hiring of P/T Children’s Librarian Jacklene Oaks with a starting date of 6/27/16.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

6.  Approval of Library Assistant (Stella Carr) to start on 6/20/16:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the hiring of Library Assistant Stella Carr with a starting date of 6/20/16.


Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.

7.  Approval of Library Assistant (Suzanne Kross-Martin) to start on 6/20/16:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the hiring of Library Assistant Suzanne Kross-Martin with a starting date of 6/20/16.


Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and Darlene Cullen.


President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Vice President Faustini made motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  In light of Flag Day, we should remember what the flag stands for.  Enjoy your beginning of the summer and please come out for the 25th.
Melissa Katsingris:  I’m looking forward to the 25th and the beginning of summer and all the fun stuff.
Stephanie Wolak:  I’m excited for the dedication too.  I am looking forward to the new patio and when we can start putting the bricks in and the new people starting and summer.  
Vice President Faustini:  We are off to a wonderful start to the summer.  We are going to have a beautiful ceremony, dedication and kids will be running the halls.  It’s all terrific.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Echoed everyone’s sentiments.
Gary Jones:   Happy Father’s Day to fathers, grandfathers and single people raising children.  Have a safe 4th of July and would like to give a moment to the poor people down in Orlando.  
President Cullen:  Echoed everyone’s comments and is really happy with the new library and everything that is going on; all the new programs; all the new people coming into the library and have heard nothing but positive feedback.  Thank you for all your hard work over the years.  Happy Father’s Day to all.
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:28 pm.

 
Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
