These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
 January 12, 2016


The meeting was called to order by Eric Aronowitz at 6:30 pm since the term of our president ended on December 31, 2015.

Mr. Aronowitz announced that notice to this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act NJSA 10:4-10 has been complied with and shall be entered into the minutes of the meeting.    

In attendance were:  Melissa Katsingris, Mayor Anesh, Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Christine Faustini, and Darlene Cullen.  Absent:  Mayor’s Liaison Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Libby Barsky, Ed Colucci, Glenn Cullen, Carol Grennier, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan and Carmela Sutor (arrived at 6:35 pm).  


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Mayor Anesh.


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 2016:

Mr. Aronowitz announced that since this is the first meeting of order of the board, it is the re-organization meeting and it is appropriate to elect the officers for 2016.

President:

Mr. Aronowitz opened the floor for nominations for the office of President of the Library Board of Trustees.

Mayor Anesh nominated Darlene Cullen for President of the Library Board of Trustees, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  

Mr. Aronowitz asked if there were any other nominations for the office of President.  Hearing no other nominations, nominations are closed.   

Mayor Anesh nominated Darlene Cullen for President of the Library Board of Trustees, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Mayor Anesh, Stephanie Wolak, Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Gary Jones, Annemarie, Christine Faustini and Darlene Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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The meeting was now turned over to President Cullen.

Vice President:

President Cullen opened the floor for nominations for Vice President.

Mayor Anesh nominated Christine Faustini for Vice President, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  

President Cullen asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

Mayor Anesh nominated Christine Faustini for Vice President, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Mayor Anesh, Stephanie Wolak, Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Christine, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

Treasurer:

President Cullen opened the floor for nominations for Treasurer.

Vice President Faustini nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.

President Cullen asked if there were any other nominations.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Melissa Katsingris, Mayor Anesh, Stephanie Wolak, Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Christine, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

MINUTES:

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board regarding the library minutes for December 8, 2015.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
December 8, 2015.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of December 8, 2015, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.  Abstain:  Mayor Anesh.
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PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11517 through #11547, totaling $38,213.30.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the payment of vouchers.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.  


OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to open the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.  

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
public. 

Glenn Cullen stated that the Public Works will be bringing the library furniture. 

6:37 pm - Mayor Anesh excused himself from the meeting at this time to attend the Planning Board meeting.

President Cullen stated that the public portion will remain open for the New Business discussion.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of 2016 Board Meeting Schedule:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the 2016 Board Meeting Schedule.
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President Cullen stated that in December the Board moved this meeting to 6:30pm and will leave it at 6:30pm and further stated that there is one thing on the schedule that is in question which  is the meeting that is scheduled for November 8th which is election day and we would either have to leave it on that day or move it to a different day and asked which Tuesday would be best to move it to.  The board agreed to change.  The board agreed to change the meeting date to November 15, 2016.   

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2016 Board Meeting Schedule with the change in November moved to the 15th and the time will be 6:30pm going forward.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve the 2016 Board Meeting Schedule, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

2.  Approval of 2016 holidays:

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.

Linda stated that highlights are the two days we are open for abbreviated hours.  Thanksgiving and New Year’s eve and is the same as last year except the dates changed.  Vice President Faustini asked if any of the employees complained or had an issue with this.   Linda responded no.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2016 holidays.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve the 2016 holidays, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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3.  Approval of 2016 Sunday schedule:

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  

Linda Hansen asked the Board to take out July and August for right now because traditionally we have been closed in July and August but with the new building she would like to see how things go if they are getting a lot of business they will stay open or if it is very slow then keep it closed for the summer hours.

President Cullen asked if there were any further comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2016 Sunday schedule with the condition that the Board will discuss July and August towards the middle of the year.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve the 2016 Sunday schedule with the condition stated above, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen stated that they are now moving onto the professional services.  Linda did advertise for the auditor, legal, computer services and website content manager for the library.  She did get one proposal for each position.  

4.  Approval of library Lawyer:

President Cullen stated that Eric Aronowitz put in for it at $100.00 per hour which is the same as last year. 

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Eric Aronowitz as the library attorney with an hourly fee of $100.00.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve Eric Aronowitz as the library attorney with an hourly fee of $100.00, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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5.  Approval of auditor:

President Cullen stated that Suplee Clooney & Company put in a proposal for $2,450.00 and is $50.00 more than it was last year.  

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Suplee Clooney & Company to provide accounting services with a fee not to exceed $2,450.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve Suplee Clooney & Company to provide accounting services with a fee not to exceed $2,450.00, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

6.  Approval of computer consultant:

President Cullen stated that they only bid on this was Majestic Enterprises.  He kept it at the current rate of $90.00 the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour, which is the current rate.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Majestic Enterprises to provide computer consulting services $90.00 for the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to approve Majestic Enterprises to provide computer consulting services at hourly rates of $90.00 for the first hour and $80.00 for each additional hour, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

7.  Approval of website content manager:

President Cullen stated that  Joan Delman put in for a bid at $40.00 per hour which is her current rate.
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President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to retain Joan Delman as website manager at an hourly rate of $40.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve Joan Delman as website manager at an hourly rate of $40.00, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

8.  Designation of the library’s official newspapers:

President Cullen that they mirror what the Borough does.  It has designated The Observer, The Courier News and The Home News Tribune as official newspapers for the South Plainfield Public Library and also this year TAP into South Plainfield shall be and hereby designated as the electronic news source for the library as it was for the Borough.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments or questions.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the designation of the library’s official newspapers.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Faustini.  Recuse:  President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
9.  Approval of library director to purchase materials:

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize the library director to purchase materials required by the South Plainfield Library.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to authorize the library director to purchase materials required by the South Plainfield Library, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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10.  Approval of Structural Concepts Payment #18:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural Concepts in the amount of $175,367.10 which has been authorized by Andy the Architect and signed off.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $90,226.83, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen stated that at this time we need to talk about the opening of the library before Linda talks about #11.

President Cullen stated that we should be getting our temporary CO this week.  Last week Mr. Bengivenga and the Architect walked through the library and came up with a punch list of things that needed to be done.  Mr. Bengivenga added that this is mostly cosmetic and should not take long to do the items.  President Cullen asked if anything they saw would prohibit them from opening up.  Mr. Bengivenga responded no but the only problem we would have is the children’s area would have to be painted before putting the shelves up.  President Cullen stated that the shelves are coming on the 18th which is Monday and they will be installed; during that week Linda will call for the books that are stored in Long Island and they will be delivered towards the end of the week after the shelving is up; also we have in storage everything at DPW, desks, boxes, supplies, etc. and DPW will be delivering those at the end of this week.  We discussed a date of a soft opening on Monday February 1st.  President Cullen added that the library will have a deep cleaning prior to the opening.  President Cullen further stated that the community relations committee met and there will be a cocktail reception for everyone who has donated from shelving to furniture to blanket donation on the evening of February 26th.  The grand opening is scheduled for the next day which is February 27th, which is only a ribbon cutting ceremony.  Mr. Bengivenga stated that he will not be here for that date.  There was a discussion between the board about changing the grand opening date and the board agreed to change it to  
March 5th, which is the same day as Dr. Seuss Day as well as the dedication of the Children’s Room.  

Nancy Grennier asked if the hours would be what they were before.  Linda responded yes and the Children’s programs will start that following week on Tuesday February 9th and they will go back to regular hours.  
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President Cullen reviewed the dates.  The Cocktail Reception is on February 26th from 8pm to 9pm.  The Ribbon Cutting, Dedication to the Children’s Room and Dr. Seuss Day will all be on March 5th.  The Soft Opening is February 1st.  We are just opening the doors.

11.  Approval of Pro Libra for Temporary Staffing:

Vice President Faustini stated that with the library opening which is much larger than it was, there will be additional staffing that is necessary.  Linda did an analysis of this where she thinks we will need people and how best to phase into the whole process.

Linda reviewed the schedule that shows where we need staffing which is in red and comes out to approximately 60 hours per week and feels going with the temporary staffing at first is the smarter idea.  The children’s room is much bigger, it is on the other side of the building and does not know exactly what is needed and if we take a few months to kind of play with it and with Pro Libra you can do this.  They are library professionals, they all know the basics of libraries and this will help assess what we need for staffing. Linda also stated that the Children’s Room is on the other side and feels that there should be someone in there at all times.   After a long discussion between the board members, the board agrees with the temporary staffing by Pro Libra.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

President Cullen read a letter from Marge Ackerman who is the Director of Social Services for the Borough thanking the Board for our generous donation of $2,500.00

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public before the public portion of the meeting is closed.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion to close the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Melissa Katsingris:  thank you for choosing me to be Treasurer again.  I am happy we have dates.  It is very exciting and I am looking forward to getting in there.
Stephanie Wolak:  Everything looks good and sounds good.
Bob Bengivenga:  I am pleased with the way progress has been over there, it really does look great and asked if March 5th would be in the morning.  President Cullen responded yes.  Everything will be finalized at the next meeting.  Bob added that he hopes everyone has a Happy New Year.
Frank Lemos:  I am really happy that this is coming together now and we have an opening date.  I miss my book clubs and now we can get the Friends of the Library to start meeting now.  God Bless you all and thank you for the job you have been doing.
Gary Jones:  I just want to wish everyone a Happy New Year and we are coming down the homestretch and I’m happy about that.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Congratulations to all the officers, I am very happy to have you all back again in your positions.  Students are very anxious to see the opening of the library.  I was at a meeting with all our administrators and they were asking the same thing so the school district is extremely excited for the opening.  I am so happy for everybody.
Vice President Faustini:  Thank you everyone for electing me again.  I could not be more thrilled to be here now and going through the next two months, it is very exciting.  Thank you and I am looking forward to the library opening.  I think that everyone is going to be overwhelmed and thrilled when they see it again.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  President Cullen read a letter from Cheryl who is on vacation and could not attend the meeting.  I am sorry I am unable to make the Library Board Meeting.  I am out of the country.  I am honored to represent Mayor Anesh as well as thoroughly excited to see the culmination of all the efforts in presenting a beautiful well deserved library to the citizens of South Plainfield and to witness the opening of the library at the end of this month.  I enjoy working with you.  I support Darlene for President, Christine for Vice President and Melissa for Treasurer.  As a group we work well together.  I look to another year with enthusiasm.  I know we all have the best interest of the library staff and the residents of South Plainfield in our plans.  Happy New Year to all.  
President Cullen:  Thank you again for your support being the President and with Christine and Melissa, we started the journey and end the journey.  For Committee appointments, I am going to do the same thing as last year.  Any committees that you are interested in please either call or e-mail me and at the February meeting I will hand out what the committees are going forward.  Realize the committees are going to be busy this year.  The Policy Committee we are going to 
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have to finalize the policies and make new policies and Personnel Committee we are going have to hire some people.  Thank you again and I am really excited to get this library open. 
Eric Aronowitz:  Thank you all for selecting me from the well qualified attorneys that applied for the job.  It has been a long hard journey.  I think this is going to be unbelievable.  Andy the Architect is a great person to work with and deserves an incredible amount of credit.

President Cullen added that she will be sending out an e-mail for the correct spelling of everyone here of how you want to refer to yourself for the plaque that is kind of like a dedication for everyone that has been involved with this project.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:17 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 pm, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.   
In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.



Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

