These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
February 9, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Faustini and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Libby Barsky, Glenn Cullen, Linda Hansen, Ray Rusnak and Carmela Sutor.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Bob Bengivenga.


COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS:  President Cullen reviewed the Library Board Committees.

 
Buildings & Grounds:  Chairperson Bob Bengivenga; Gary Jones and Darlene Cullen.
 
Finance & Budget:  Chairperson Melissa Katsingris; Christine Faustini and Stephanie   Wolak.
 
Personnel Committee:  Chairperson Christine Faustini; Darlene Cullen and Gary Jones.
 
Policy Committee:  Chairperson Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel and Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.
 
Technology Committee:  Chairperson Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris and Stephanie Wolak.
 
Community Relations Committee:  Chairperson Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Frank Lemos and Annemarie Stoeckel.
 
Friends of the Library:  Chairperson Liaison Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, and an open position.
 
Capital Campaign Committee:  Chairperson Christine Faustini will work with the Library Foundation and Library Director, Linda Hansen to discuss prioritizing the “Wish List” and come back to the Board with suggestions for an annual capital campaign.
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MINUTES:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the Public meeting minutes of 
January 12, 2016.

 
Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11548 through #11576, totaling $79,638.13. 

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

 
Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

 
President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

  
Policy:  Gary Jones stated that they will be having a meeting.

Personnel:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga mentioned his concern about the front porch situation with water sitting there and will have a better report regarding this at the next meeting.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley reviewed the agenda for the private opening on 2/26/16 as well as the ribbon cutting on 3/5/16.

Long Range Planning:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that the Mayor met with NJ Buddhist Culture Center and they are going to donate a copy of their new book to the library.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that the students are very excited and happy to have the library back.

Board President:  President Cullen stated she has heard all happy comments regarding the opening of the library.


OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.
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PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 
President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed the unanimously.


Councilman Ray Rusnak stated that he is part of the committee to help with the grand opening and knows this is the last meeting prior to the actual grand opening and wanted to thank the Board for letting him be part of this process.  


Glenn Cullen of South Plainfield stated that everyone here did a great job and you all should be proud of yourselves.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of a new phone system: 

Linda reviewed the information regarding a new phone system in detail.

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the new phone system with the cost not to exceed $4,380.00.  


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones,  Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.


2.    Structural Concepts Payment #19:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $44,430.26, which has been certified and reviewed by the Architect.  


Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.
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President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Bob Bengivenga:  Happy we are moving along.  Being the Chair of the Italian Language and Culture, they will be making a donation for shelves.  The Italian Consulate in NY and they are going to donate books for adults as well as children.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  This is absolutely wonderful.  I couldn’t be here for the opening at 10am but saw a video which brought tears to my eyes.  I’m so happy.
Melissa Katsingris:  I couldn’t be more proud to be part of this.
Stephanie Wolak:  I was here opening day.  It was great but the best part was when my granddaughter and daughter came and we were sitting there reading books.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Echo’s everybody’s sentiments.  It is so nice for the kids to have a place to come to.  I am very happy and very proud.
Gary Jones:  It is wonderful to have a new place.  I will bring a few items for Black History month to display and I think we are off to a good start.
Frank Lemos:  I heard a lot of good things about this place and personally I have that sense of accomplishment that we did and it feels great.  Happy St. Valentine’s Day.
Vice President Faustini:  It was absolutely a privilege to be here when the doors opened.  Happy Valentine’s Day to everybody.
President Cullen: Echoed everybody’s comments.  I think it is great that we are all part of this history at the Library and we should not forget all the former trustees and employees that made this happen, they paved the way and we just took it to this level.  I hope everyone comes to the grand opening.  Thank you to everybody and is looking forward to working this year together.

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:12 pm.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 
Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

