These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
DECEMBER 13, 2016


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 6:30 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen.  Trustees:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Excused:  Frank Lemos

Also in attendance were:   Eric Aronowitz, Glenn Cullen, Councilwoman Christine Faustini, Linda Hansen, Ken Morgan and Carmela Sutor.  


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by President Cullen

 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
November 15, 2016.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Stephanie Wolak, and President Cullen. Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga, Annemarie Stoeckel and Melissa Katsingris. 


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11934 through #11961, totaling $46,747.05, which were reviewed by the library director and two trustees.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.
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MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  President Cullen reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.










Library Board Minutes









December 13, 2016









Page 3


Policy:  Gary Jones has nothing to report at this time.

Personnel:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga had nothing to report.  

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.
 
Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time. 

Capital Campaign:    President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.    

Friends of the Library:  Stephanie Wolak stated that they discussed different ways to raise funds for different projects such as a document camera for the library.    

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report.  

Board President:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.


OLD BUSINESS:  

A.  Bathrooms:


Linda Hansen stated that they are still waiting for a third quote.  President Cullen stated that this is going to be carried over to 2017.  


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed the unanimously.

President Cullen asked if there were any comments from the public.

Christine Faustini, who resides at 25 Faye St. in South Plainfield thanked the board for the plaque and added that she enjoyed working with everybody and misses everyone already.  Christine also donated a book to the library which she received after meeting the author at the Veterans Day celebration at the American Legion.  The book is titled:  Dusterman – Vietnam, transcripts from my diary and memories by Joseph Belardo.

Ken Morgan, a South Plainfield Public Library employee thanked the staff and Board for their consideration and condolences with his recent loss of his brother.  He and his family really appreciate it.
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NEW BUSINESS:
1. Discussion and Approval of 2017 Budget:

Melissa reviewed the proposed 2017 Budget.

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the 2017 Budget.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga. In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.

2.  Approval of transfer of funds from operating to capital:

President Cullen stated that this is going to be carried until we talk to the auditor.
3.  Approval of annual Social Services Donation:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve the annual Social Services donation in the amount of $3,000.00,

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.

4.  Approval to close the Library Monday January 2, 2017 (New Year’s day observed):

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Library on Monday January 2, 2017 in observance of New Year’s Day.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and President Cullen.


President Cullen asked if there were any further questions or comments from the public.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.
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TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Bob Bengivenga:  The food at the holiday party was good.  Thank you everyone for a wonderful year.  Happy Holidays and Happy New Year.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  It’s been a good year.  I enjoyed being on the Community Relations Committee.  I’m glad to see that the adult program is expanding.  Sorry to see Christine leave because she has been a great asset to this body.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year stay happy and safe.
Melissa Katsingris:  It was an exciting year.  We had our first holiday party in this building.  Christine you are going to be missed.  Happy Holidays to everybody and enjoy the time with your family.
Stephanie Wolak:  Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and Happy New Year.  I’m going to miss Christine and am looking forward to our cocktail party next year and will help out any way I can.
Gary Jones:  Have a wonderful and safe Holiday.  We will miss you Christine.  God Bless Everyone.
Anne Marie Stoeckel:  It’s been a great year.  Happy Holidays everyone. Christine good luck on the council, you will be missed.
President Darlene Cullen:  President Cullen stated that the Reorganization meeting will be here on Tuesday January 10, 2017 at 6:30 pm.  Ditto what everyone said.  Christine I cannot tell you how much you are going to be missed but I am glad that we have a dedicated council person who understands the library.  Thanked each and every board member for working hard on the various committees.  Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah and Happy Holidays.  See you all in 2017!  

ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:04 pm.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
