These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
April 12, 2016


The meeting was called to order by Vice President Christine Faustini at 6:30 pm.

Vice President Faustini announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   Vice President Faustini and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak, Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s Alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  Excused:  President Darlene Cullen

Also in attendance were:  Eric Aronowitz, Linda Hansen, Carmela Sutor and Libby Barsky (6:55 pm)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones



Vice President Faustini called for a motion to suspend the normal order of business for Bob Bengivenga to speak because he has to leave the meeting.


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.


Bob stated that Gary, Frank and Christine and he took a look at the bathrooms for renovation and Bob got an estimate from a contractor to see what the approximate cost would be to have this work completed.  He will also have another committee meeting with Gary and Frank to discuss if there are any other avenues they can take as this is an expensive ordeal.


Bob also stated that he reviewed the minutes from the last meeting, which he had to leave early, and there was a clause with regards to the bookshelves.  None of the individuals that gave money think that they are their bookshelves.  They just wanted their plaques placed where the books would be and will discuss this further at the next meeting.  Bob also commented on Cheryl’s report and explained that he was not hiding anything, he asked for the ribbon cutting ceremony to start at a later time because the people from New York not able to get here that early.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley asked if we need to go out bid for the bathrooms to be renovated.  Linda responded that the purpose of getting this was to see if we would indeed need to go out to
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bid because it is over the bidding threshold.  Cheryl also commented on the invitation via e-mail that was sent out to Unico members that there was going to be a presentation and neither had she, the committee, Darlene, Linda known anything about it until a newspaper person and a BOE president came in and asked what time the presentation was and we knew nothing about it.  


Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting at this time.  6:45 pm



Vice President Faustini called for a motion to resume the normal order of business.


Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.


MINUTES:

 
Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve the Public meeting minutes of 
March 8, 2016.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Vice President Faustini stated that the executive minutes from March 8, 2016 will be tabled to the next meeting.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

 
Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve the payment of vouchers, check #11614 through #11649, totaling $58,307.12, which were reviewed by Linda, Cheryl and President Cullen.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the expense report.
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Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.



Vice President Faustini called for a motion to suspend the normal order of business for Mr. Bengivenga to speak again.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


Mr. Bengivenga announced that there will be a donation of a book at the next meeting.  She has a company here in South Plainfield and would like to donate an Autobiography of a Yogi.  This will be presented at the next meeting which will be on May 10th.


Vice President Faustini called for a motion to resume the normal order of business.


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.
  

Statistical Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:
Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the director’s report. 

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.










Library Board Minutes









April 12, 2016









Page 4


COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Melissa Katsingris stated that as discussed at the last meeting Darlene and Melissa visited various banks for interest rates for savings accounts and CD’s  and their recommendation based on the information gathered is to move the Frances Greaney and closing it out and move it to the Municipal Savings account which is at Unity Savings Bank.

Finance and Budget:  Melissa also reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail. 

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.


Policy:  Gary Jones stated that the committee met and there are two issues that need to be discussed with the Board; show R- rated movies and do we charge for out of town non-profit organizations.  After a long discussion, the board agreed that there will be no charge for out of town profits.  The committee will need to meet again to decide upon the showing of R-rated movies (i.e. an Oscar winner), and go by the MPAA guidelines.  

Personnel:  Vice President Christine stated this will be discussed in executive session.

Buildings & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga presented earlier.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that there will be a meeting towards the end of next week.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that there was a meeting last Thursday and discussed the two openings.  They felt that the private opening was so successful and are thinking that this would be an annual fundraiser.  There is a tentative date for the dedication of the two rooms; the Children’s Library and the all purpose room, which is June 25th and is just in the planning stages.  

Capital Campaign:  Vice President Faustini stated that the funds that were given to Linda, the carts are done.  The computers are here and being filtered.  The shelving has been ordered and should be installed by mid-May and the person to measure for the circulation desk and the children’s room will be here within the next week or two.

Mayor’s Alternate:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.
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Liaison to the Friends:  Frank Lemos has nothing to report at this time.  Cheryl added that there is supposed to be a meeting this Thursday but there is a conflict with the time. 

Liaison to the Schools Report:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Board President’s Report:  Vice President Faustini stated that President Cullen had nothing to report at this time.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Vice President Faustini stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

 
Vice President Faustini called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed the unanimously.


There were no questions or comments from the public.


Vice President Faustini called for a motion to go into executive session.


Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.


Vice President Faustini called for a motion to go back into public session.


Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Approval of the Multipurpose Room Policy with no charge for non-profits even if out of 
     town: 

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve the multipurpose room policy with no charge for non-profits.
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Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris and Vice President Faustini.

2.  Approval of the Resolution to transfer the Frances Greaney Account into Savings:


Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve the resolution to transfer the Frances Greaney account into savings.


Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Faustini.

3.  Approval to advertise for 3 P/T positions:


Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve to advertise for 3 P/T positions.


Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Faustini.

4.  Approval to promote Audrey Cupo to a F/T position:

 
Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve to promote Audrey Cupo to a F/T position of Library Assistant.  


Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:   Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Faustini.



Vice President Faustini called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
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At this time the board discussed the purchasing of flowers for President Cullen’s passing of her father and also ask President Cullen what she would like to honor her father in the library (i.e. a shelf).

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to approve up to $200.00 to purchase flowers for President Cullen’s fathers passing and to speak to her regarding what she would like to honor him in the library..

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

The entire Board expressed their condolences to President Cullen with the passing of her father.

Stephanie Wolak:  I love the way the letterings came out.  We had good discussion about more communication with everybody so we are on the same page.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley: We do need more communication and it does go 2 ways.  I will send out an e-mail so everyone knows about June 25th, the lettering looks beautiful  and it is good to see we have so many nice people in town who are willing to volunteer and donate to this beautiful new building.
Melissa Katsingris:  I do agree with communication.  I still get excited walking through these doors.  It is wonderful being part of it.  
Eric Aronowitz:  I was in on Friday to go thru the donation jar and I did not even touch the coins and there is some paper money in there but I deposited $850.00 and assume that there is over $1,000 with change and everything else.
Frank Lemos:  progress
Gary Jones:   Thanked the members of the Policy Committee for their time and it is a little more complicated than I thought it would be and we still have a ways to go.
Annemarie Stoeckel: Christine you did an excellent job this evening.
Vice President Faustini:  Thank you for being patient and understanding.  I thank everyone for their hard work over the past few months.  Everyone is doing terrific.  I think the communication is great and so much has been going on and sometimes things do get a little lost and things happen accidentally so we will all just be more conscious and make an effort to not let that happen again.  “Communication is a Team Sport.”
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 
Vice President Faustini called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 
8:13 pm.

 
Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

