These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
September 8, 2015


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak and Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.    

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Eric Aronowitz, Carmela Sutor, and Ken Morgan.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones
 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of August 11, 2015 with the correction on page 5, first sentence the word “bill” needs to be added after “itemized”.

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Jones, Lemos, Nagel-Smiley, Stoeckel, Katsingris, and Cullen.  Abstain:  Bengivenga, Wolak, and Faustini.
 
PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11369 through #11397, totaling $29,209.73 were not reviewed prior to the Board meeting but President Cullen and two trustees will review them no later than tomorrow. 

Anne Marie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

POLICY COMMITTEE REPORT:
Mr. Jones reviewed the Quiet Study Policy report.  Regarding item #1, we do not have a maximum number for the room because cannot determine what the Fire Marshall will allow.  #2, 
reserving the room up to 72hrs prior, (individually to study or as a group and work together studying or on a project or something), which is open to discussion.  Ms. Nagel-Smiley asked if
the quiet room is not reserved and a patron would like to use it are they allowed even though it is
not 72hrs prior.  Mr. Jones responded yes they can but will have to show ID.  Mr. Bengivenga 
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stated that if the room is reserved and the person is late they should get the room from the time they arrive until the time it is reserved until.  A discussion was entertained about if the person reserving the room is late, a 15 min window should be allowed however they only get the room until the time it was reserved until. Mr. Aronowitz asked if a person reserved a room and another patron wants to reserve a room as well but there are none available can that person be placed in the room that only has the one person utilizing it.  Ms. Hansen stated that will be handled on a case by case basis.  After a discussion was entertained about reserving the room and the frequentness of being late, something along the lines of, please call if you are unable to keep your reservation.  Frequent lateness may revoke your privileges in using the quiet room will be added.  #7, for profit, a long discussion was entertained regarding this item and as a result, the room is for a quiet study room not an organization or group meeting for profit.  The Board members discussed whether coffee, food, water, etc. was going to be allowed and it was decided that no food or beverages were going to be allowed.   Mr. Jones stated that they will have a couple more meeting regarding the big room and will rely on Eric as to the legalities.  

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed the unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Quiet Study Room Policy Approval:

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve the Quiet Study Room Policy with all the suggestions made in conversation on the various points.


Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Bengivenga, Jones, Lemos, Nagel-Smiley, Stoeckel, Wolak, Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

2.  Structural Concepts Payment #14: 

 
President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $60,860.42 which has been certified and reviewed by Andy.  

 
Frank Lemos made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of 
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$60,860.42, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bengivenga, Jones, Lemos, Nagel-Smiley, Stoeckel, Wolak, Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

 
President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

 
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


At this time the Board moved into executive session.


 
President Cullen stated that they are now back into public session and nothing that was discussed in executive session requires a vote; there was a discussion about possible changes and the Board will act at a later date if we need a change order from Structural Concepts.

TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Melissa Katsingris:  I look forward to seeing the new building in about 5 minutes.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Ditto 
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I am looking forward to seeing the building.  I just wanted to let you know that the community relations committee did meet at the end of August we are going to meet again in the first week of October.  It is a very good group that works well together.  I commend the staff with what they did moving the 60,000 books in 4 ½ days.
Bob Bengivenga:  The outside looks good.  I did want to give a report a couple months ago.  I will briefly say that I was very proud to be at the school and talk to them about the Italian language and we have source that is going to donate books, I am going to donate some so the children that take the Italian language can come to the Library and study.  We are trying to get the Italian language to be offered in grades 5-8.  The other item is seeds/plants.  Other libraries have been collecting seeds that are passed down, they are used over and over.  Each year they take the seeds and pass them on.  The seeds are not spoiled.  We have been collecting seeds that date back to the 40’s; we keep using them over and over and would like to have a place in the library to give to patrons.  A lot of libraries are doing this.  I will have more details more about it at the next meeting.  There is a nice parade in Raritan is on the 20th if you want to go.  It is good when a community supports each other.  The American Legion is having a picnic for Vets on September 19th at the American Legion.  It is not only for members it is for everyone.  It’s a great picnic and is only $10. 
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Stephanie Wolak:  I loved all his ideas.  The library looks great from the FB pictures and can’t wait to get in there.
Vice President Faustini:  I am excited to go on the tour.  It is a pleasure being on the Board with all of you that we can have discussions and disagree and still come together as one and I want to commend you (Bob) on your involvement with the Italian program and have heard nothing but fantastic things from the High School students.  My son is ready to sign up and is very disappointed it is not in Middle School right now.
Frank Lemos:  Has nothing to report at this time
Gary Jones:    Christine’s dog loved me and I hope everybody had an enjoyable Labor Day.
President Cullen:  Thank you to the Library staff and Linda for her direction moving the 60,000+ books in 4 ½ days it is truly amazing.  

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 8:14 pm.

 
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

