These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
June 9, 2015


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, and Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  
Late:  7:02 pm - Stephanie Wolak

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Eric Aronowitz, Carmela Sutor, Michael Marcus, Esq., Ken Morgan, Libby Barsky (7:01pm), Glenn Cullen (7:07pm)

President Cullen welcomed Michael Marcus to the Library Board meeting this evening; he is an attorney in town and he helped out when we had our personnel executive session last year, which we will be having tonight.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley
 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
May 12, 2015.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Gary Jones, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Annemarie Stoeckel, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga, Frank Lemos and Melissa Katsingris.

Stephanie Wolak arrived at this time 7:02 pm.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11255 through #11293, totaling $34,785.98 were reviewed by Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Frank Lemos, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley Stephanie Wolak, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.
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Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Anne Marie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Policy:  Gary Jones has nothing to report at this time.

Personnel:  Vice President Christine stated this will be discussed later.

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga has nothing at this time.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.

Long Range Planning:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing at this time

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that the “Summer Reading” list should be posted on the website by the end of the week and there are no changes from last year.

Board President:  President Cullen reported that she received notice from PSE&G and they are going to be sending a check for $750, we applied for a grant from them but it cannot go to furniture or a shelf but they can sponsor part of our grand opening festivities and it has to used for the grand opening.

Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos reviewed his Friends of the Library report in detail.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

President Cullen stated that she has a resolution to exclude the public for executive session.  We are going to be discussing personnel matters and called for a motion a motion to go into executive session.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen asked for everyone to leave except for Mr. Marcus.

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed the unanimously.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Annual Salaries for Library Pages:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve raises for the Pages as follows: 
1 hourly employees by .25 p/h and 2 hourly employees by  .50 p/h

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

2.  Annual Salaries for Professional & Support Staff:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve raises for Salary and Part-time Professional employees as follows:  

1 employee a 2.5% salary increase - this employee has consistently performed out of the job scope; 7 employees a 1.9% increase for very above average performance; and 2 employees a 1.5% increase for above average performance

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.  

3.  Approval of Title Change(s):

President Cullen called for a motion to grant a promotion to Mija Clemente to the title of Senior Library Assistant from her current title of Library Assistant.

Stephanie Wolak made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.

4.  Structural Concepts Payment #11:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural which has been certified by the architect in the amount of $250,986.38.

Frank Lemos made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $250,986.38, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
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5.   Authorize Execution of Memorandum of Understanding w/FEMA:

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize the Execution of Memorandum of Understanding w/FEMA.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

6.  Authorize sale of 20 shares of Zimmerman Stocks:

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize the sale of 20 shares of Zimmerman Stocks.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

7.  Approval to close library on Saturday, July 4, 2015:

President Cullen Called for a motion to close the Library on Saturday, July 4, 2015.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.


President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously

TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Bob Bengivenga:  Glad the a/c has been working.  The Elks are having a celebration for Flag Day next Sunday.  Happy 4th of July.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Plainfield 1st graders went to the Museum and Diggerland yesterday; the teachers all said that it was the best trip ever.  The Friends purchased the tickets for them to go and if you have little kids or teenage kids that like to dig, take them.  I wished well from all of us at Pat Massey’s cocktail retirement party.  Happy Father’s Day to the fathers that are here.
 Melissa Katsingris:  Thank you personnel committee; you did a tremendous job again this year as last year.  The Library looks great…so exciting!  Happy Father’s Day and 4th of July.
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Stephanie Wolak:  Very happy for Mia’s promotion, I think it is well deserved, she works hard and so does Linda.  Personnel you did a great job.
Vice President Christine Faustini:  Thank you Board for your personnel compliments and working with me.  Thank you to the employees for making my job very easy.  They are doing a terrific job.  Happy Father’s Day and Happy 4th to everyone.
Frank Lemos:  Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers here tonight.  June 21st is the first day of summer…warm up the Barbie!
Gary Jones:  Happy 4th of July and Happy Father’s Day to not only fathers but us grandfathers we count too and anyone raising a child by yourself Happy Father’s Day/Mother’s day to you too.  
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Great job with the personnel committee.  You really have a great staff here.  Happy Father’s Day and Happy 4th.
Linda Hansen:  Thank you personnel committee.  Christine again did a fantastic job of staying on top of everything.  There was a lot of paperwork involved, Gary for taking your time to meet.  Thank you to the staff they really do a good job.
Carmela Sutor:  Happy Father’s Day and Happy 4th of July.
President Darlene Cullen:  Ditto to all the compliments and Happy Father’s Day and Happy 4th of July and Christine I cannot say enough about all the work that you did.  We went into the committee and she had all of her packets all lined up, it saved a lot of time and it took a lot of your personal time and I do thank you for that, you did a great job.  Gary and Linda thank you for all of your input.  It was a really good session.  We were there for about 3 ½ hours.  Reminder about Christmas in July we will have a meeting prior to that but if anyone is available to man the table in addition to the people on the Friends of the Library; it would be appreciated because the money that they make part of it is coming to the Library.  Congratulations to Mija. To the entire staff the reviews really did reflect that they are doing above their performance like last year and kudos to everybody and pitching in.  it has been a very trying time the last couple of months with closing down at a moments notice.  I really want to thank Linda and Mija for every day that they go for children’s hour, they are lugging thins over, pulling out tables, laying carpets and then cleaning it all up by themselves.  I know the parents and children appreciate and we all appreciate it as well.  We are on schedule with construction; the next meeting is next week.  If anyone has any ideas of what they want the grand opening to look like, give Cheryl some kind of ideas, Mayor Anesh did ask if Ray Rusnak can be a part of it because he was part of the original committee so we can all work together with that.  The Mayor suggested that we contact the former trustees, present trustees, Mayor and Council, everybody that has been involved with the
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project, past, present and future, to sign the beam because he did go to the Freedom Tower and did that.  We checked with George and since the sheetrock is going up on Monday, we do not have time to contact everyone.  I contacted Andy because he is in charge of the whole project, we cannot do it out there but maybe when they do the reconstruction in here or the foyer maybe we can organize that because Linda needs time to get in touch with the former trustees because we do want to include everyone.  We are still up in the air about this because there is a safety issue that we have to look into and we have to get the ok to do this.  Thank you and enjoy the 4th of July and I will see you in a few weeks.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 8:02 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

