These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
July 14, 2015


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were:   President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Robert Bengivenga, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak and Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Eric Aronowitz, Carmela Sutor, Ken Morgan

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Frank Lemos
 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
June 9, 2015 with the correction on page 2 under Committee Reports; Finance and Budget should read Melissa Katsingris reviewed….

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Executive Session meeting minutes of 
June 9, 2015 with the correction on page 3 second to last paragraph should read President Cullen. 

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.  

MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Gary Jones made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11294 through #11331, totaling $45,319.63 were reviewed by Gary Jones, Melissa Katsingris, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.

Vice President Faustini reminded everyone to download music from Freegal which is our most popular data base, 5448 tracks streamed (just listening to/don’t keep) and 
2021 tracks downloaded (keep).

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Policy:  Gary Jones has nothing to report but called for a meeting with the Policy Committee sometime this month maybe before the next meeting.  

Personnel:  Vice President Christine has nothing at this time.

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga has nothing at this time.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley stated that she would like to set up a meeting with Frank and Annemarie to start planning for the opening.  President Cullen added that the Mayor requested that Ray Rusnak be included.  

Long Range Planning:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley reported on behalf of Mayor Anesh:  He congratulated me on my retirement and is pleased with the overall progress with the addition and is looking forward to the grand opening.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that we have a new Interim Superintendent, Dr. Johanna Roberto; she started July 1st and she seems very excited to be in S.P.  She is retired but was in Manville for 5 years as Superintendent.

Board President:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos has nothing to report at this time as there was no meeting.  The next meeting is not until September 3rd.

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed the unanimously.


Eric Aronowitz informed the Board that one of the Boards former Trustees, Jennie Popik just turned 90 and he sent her a note on Facebook saying that we hope to see her at the grand opening.

NEW BUSINESS:

Structural Concepts Payment #12:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural which has been certified by the architect in the amount of $274,028.14.
Frank Lemos made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $274,028.14, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously.
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President Cullen stated that this next item is being added to the agenda.

2.  Sidewalk Repair:

President Cullen stated that as we know with construction, the Borough is paying for the pavement of the borough parking lot which includes parking for the library.  When they were going over the information about that, it does not include the sidewalk which will be in front of the library here on the side (Municipal Drive) and it needs a lot of work.  The Borough is asking if we would just pay for the sidewalk which would be approximately $5,000.00.  Vice President Faustini asked how large is this area?  President Cullen responded from the handicap here at the end to the front and then whatever other handicap spots that are being done.  President added that if the Board was to use George, it would cost a little bit more and we would require a change order.  The Borough’s contractor will do the work as he will already be working here.  Cheryl asked if the curb would also be included in this amount.  President Cullen responded yes, it is included, our whole side.

President Cullen called for a motion to authorize payment to the Borough of South Plainfield in the amount of $5,000.00 for sidewalk repair.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  The motion passed unanimously

TRUSTEE REMARKS:
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  I am glad to see everything is working and am hoping that the 
October 1st date is going to come about.  President Cullen added that we are about 2 weeks behind as of now; we will have a better idea as it gets closer.  She added that she is happy Melissa is back safe and hopes everyone is enjoying their summer.
Bob Bengivenga:  I have 2 reports that I will give at the next meeting.
Melissa Katsingris:  Since we were gone for almost 3 weeks and coming back and seeing the progress that was made, it is incredible and I’m super excited.  Enjoy the rest of your summer!  
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 Stephanie Wolak:  Glad to hear the summer reading is doing good; congratulations to Cheryl on your retirement and I like the certificate that Linda made, someone in my family donated to library and dedicated a shelf in my daughter’s name.
Vice President Christine Faustini:  Everyone enjoy the rest of your summer.  Congratulations to Cheryl and I will not be at the next meeting, I will be away on vacation will miss this mysterious report that is going to be made and I brought cookies and would like to leave them for the employees.
Frank Lemos:  Well I guess I’m going to just have to wait with baited breath for your report.  I will see you all on July 25th at Christmas in July.
Gary Jones:    Congratulations Cheryl.  I took my 2 ½ year old grandson to the Children’s program; he was kind of standoffish but will warm up because I plan on watching him for some hours this summer.  
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Congratulations Cheryl and everybody enjoy the rest of your summer.
Linda Hansen:  Congratulations Cheryl and enjoy the summer.
Carmela Sutor: Congratulations Cheryl.
President Darlene Cullen:  Congrats Cheryl and reminded everyone that Christmas in July is on July 25th on South Plainfield Avenue where it has been for the last 3 years and Friends of the Library will have a table there and if you have a chance please come down and visit.
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:20 pm.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 


Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

