These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
April 14, 2015


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:   Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Stephanie Wolak, and Mayor’s Alternate Cheryl Nagel-Smiley and Superintendent’s alternate Annemarie Stoeckel.  
Absent:  Bob Bengivenga

Also in attendance were:  Linda Hansen, Eric Aronowitz, Carmela Sutor, and Ken Morgan

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Led by Gary Jones
 
MINUTES:

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of 
March 10, 2015.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #11176 through #11217,  totaling $47,501.29 were reviewed by Melissa Katsingris, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.
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MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.  

Vice President Faustini made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

 
Statistical Report:  President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.  

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen reviewed her Director’s report in detail as well as requesting to send Danielle Aronowitz to the Book Expo America conference in May.  Ms. Hansen added that today is National Library Workers’ Day and Happy, Happy for all of the staff that work here.

Vice President asked if the programs are free.  Ms. Hansen stated that adult programs are usually free, and  if there is a fee, it is $50 to $100.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the Bank Statement report in detail.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the financial report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Policy:  Gary Jones has nothing to report at this time.

Personnel:  Vice President Christine has nothing to report at this time.

Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga had nothing to report.

Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Community Relations:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley hoped everyone got a chance to see the letter that was put in the newspapers and on TAP which was discussed at the last meeting.  She also expressed concern about the flagpoles since now we are being compared to Iwo Jima in the local newspaper and asked how this should be handled.  President Cullen feels the best recourse right now is to ignore it and stay focused on the positive and if anything comes up that needs to be addressed, bring it to Linda’s attention and she will address it.  The rest of the board agrees with this (there was a long discussion back and forth regarding this).

Long Range Planning:  President Cullen stated this was just covered in the discussion under community relations.

Mayor’s Report:  Cheryl Nagel-Smiley has nothing to report at this time.

Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

Board President:  

Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos suggested that the flyer to become a member be included in with the taxes that get mailed out.  They discussed fundraising and are not going to have a fundraiser at Chipolte, the fundraiser will be at Rodolfo’s on Tuesday May 19th  and the flyer must be given in order for the Friends to receive 10% of the bill; the Cultural Arts Program is hosting Shakespeare’s Lady Macbeth on 5/2 at 7 pm at the high school;  a discussion about the bags and  possibly selling t-shirts at the same time occurred and they are still getting prices for both of these.  The membership dues will be going up but we are still the lowest in the area. The next meeting is on May 7th. Cheryl Nagel-Smiley let the board know she was unable to attend the meeting.  Vice President Faustini added that the flyer has the new membership fees.

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Structural Concepts Payment #9:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve payment to Structural which has been certified by the architect in the amount of $108,716.54.

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley made the motion to approve payment to Structural in the amount of $108,716.54, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  The motion passed unanimously.

2.  Danielle Aronowitz Book Expo America:

President Cullen called for a motion to approve sending Danielle to the Book Expo as Linda outlined in her report.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.   The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley:  Glad the weather is changing and is glad to see this project really started back in 2004 and is glad to see it is coming to fruition.  The town and staff deserve this.  
Melissa Katsingris:  Glad to see we all agree to keep the positive.  Great to see the Children’s room no longer standing but the addition it is looking really good.
Stephanie Wolak:  I’m looking forward to the nice warm weather.  
Vice President Christine Faustini:  Aside from any flagpoles and letters cannot put a damper on the fact when I drive down the street outside I get excited when I see the progress each day.  It really looks terrific and wonderful to see the vision becoming a reality.
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Frank Lemos:  to all the women in here and everywhere Happy Mother’s Day and remember that financial disclosures are due by 4/30/15.
Gary Jones:  My father fought in WWII who is not here now but do not think that he would not be offended by the flags and why should anyone who really does not know the history.
Happy Mother’s Day.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Looking forward to the planting out front, the beautiful flowers, happy progress being made and signs of spring and new life and a good new library.  The children’s room going down really got me.  Mr. Lemos you did a great job on the friends report it was very informative.  Happy Mother’s Day!
Linda Hansen:  Happy Spring! Enjoy the construction.
President Darlene Cullen:  Thank you everyone again and thank you to the Borough for extending the court room, I know it is a little inconvenient and is a lot more work for you Linda so thank you for lugging the carpeting, rolling it out rolling it up, moving the chairs, putting them back (Ms. Hansen added that the parents have been helping out), thank everybody involved.  President Cullen stated that she went into Unity Bank last week and they mentioned an offer with the Library and asked Linda to brief the Board.  Ms. Hansen stated that if you open a new account specify your account to be linked with the South Plainfield Public Library and the library gets money this can also be linked to existing accounts.  Thank you for everyone for everything that you do each and every day and enjoy, have a good night.
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:37 pm.

Frank Lemos made the motion, seconded by Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.  The motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted, 

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
