These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
September 9, 2014


The meeting was called to order by Vice President Christine Faustini at 7 pm.

Vice President Faustini announced that notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, NJSA 10:4-10 has been complied with and shall be entered into the minutes of this meeting.   

In attendance were:  Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, and Gary Jones, Mayor’s Alternate Frank Lemos, School Superintendent Liaison Annemarie Stoeckel and Library Director Linda Hansen.  Excused:  President Darlene Cullen and Stephanie Wolak


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Frank Lemos.


MINUTES:

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of August 12, 2014.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of August 12, 2014, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  The motion passed unanimously. 


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #10920 through #10947 totaling $31,389.74 were reviewed by Vice President Faustini, Gary Jones and Melissa Katsingris prior to the Board meeting.  

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the payment of vouchers.
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Bob Bengivenga made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.  

7:03 pm - At this time Bob Bengivenga excused himself from the meeting to go to another meeting and stated that there is nothing to report at this time on Buildings and Grounds.


MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.    


Cash Receipt Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  The motion passed unanimously.


Statistical Report:  Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.  

Vice President Faustini commented that the attendance looks terrific and has gone up quite a bit and we have a lot of non-residents circulating items.

Frank Lemos asked on attendance how, do you get that figure.  Linda responded that they count heads when they come in, for instance at story time when they come in we count kids and adults.  This is not 100% but is generally as close as what we can get it to be.

Gary Jones stated that he was sitting here and two guys were talking about the hours we are open and they had it wrong and had to correct them.  Vice President Faustini asked if they thought we were not open more.  Gary responded that they did not realize we have 9 o’clock day.  Vice President Faustini asked if the hours are on the door.  Linda responded yes.

Vice President Faustini asked if there were anymore comments or questions from the Board.  
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There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the statistical report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen stated that we had another great year for Summer Reading.  Audrey compiled a nice calculation of numbers, which is attached to the report.  Ms. Hansen stated that she will send a digital copy to Annemarie to send over to the schools to see how many kids from where sign up and return and how many books they read.  Ms. Hansen further stated that over the years we have gone up in the registrants and the number of books they read and we are very happy about that.  Annemarie stated that with the elementary it is in the order of Roosevelt is the largest, Riley second largest, Franklin is the third and Kennedy is last, which correlates to the size.  Ms. Hansen stated that the Adult program was successful but small and they are thinking about ways to encourage more participants.  Ms. Hansen stated that in the suggestion box there was a request for the Dr. Oz magazine and when we renew our periodical subscriptions in December/January this will be added.  We had two comments in the comment box:  “I like your books” and “Too loud with summer reading program.”  Ms. Hansen stated that hopefully with the new library and the addition to quiet study rooms, this will resolve the issue.

Ms. Hansen stated that a copy of the library audit was put in their packets to look over and next month the Board will have to vote to accept it.

Ms. Hansen also mentioned that adult librarian Chris Grippo has announced he will be retiring November 1, 2014 and asked not to have a going away party or make a bid deal of it.  Ms. Hansen stated that they are planning to pick an afternoon to invite the public to come say goodbye to him and serve cookies or donuts, which they did when Millie retired and it worked out very well.  

Ms. Hansen stated that the library logo entries are in and received approximately 25 entries from children, teenagers and adults.  The subcommittee has narrowed the choices down to their top 5 and the board will have to choose the winner tonight.  

Gary Jones asked if we want to give Chris a plaque.  Vice President Faustini asked if this has been done in the past.  Ms. Hansen responded yes and this can be voted on tonight to approve and amount.
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Vice President Faustini asked we are inviting the public for refreshments does it come from the Board.  Ms. Hansen responded this will come from petty cash.

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any other questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the Director’s report.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the director’s report, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris reviewed the bank statement report and noted that the Municipality CD has been closed and will not be listed on future reports.  

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the finance and budget report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the financial report, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.


Policy:  Gary Jones stated that he has to meet with Linda and somewhere along the line we will review Procedures which is done every few years to keep it in order.


Personnel:  Vice President Faustini stated that a discussion about doing something for Chris Grippo will be added under new business.


Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga stated before he left, there is nothing to report at this time.


Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.
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Community Relations:  Vice President Faustini stated there is nothing at this time.


Long Range Planning:  Vice President Faustini stated there is nothing at this time.


Mayor’s Alternate:  Frank Lemos stated there is nothing at this time.


Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that there is a new interim Superintendent Mr. Thomas Gialanella and so far so good.  He is going to lead the search for the permanent superintendent.  He will be here a while.  He comes from Jackson where he had been superintendent for approximately 10 or 11 years and since he has retired he was an interim superintendent in Toms River and comes with a lot of experience and Annemarie feels he will do a good job in helping to choose a new superintendent.  Gary Jones asked if this is what he does working as an interim.  Annemarie responded he is retired and fills in when needed.


Board President:  Vice President Faustini stated there is nothing from President Cullen at this time.


Friends of the Library:  Nothing at this time. The next meeting is September 11, 2014.

OLD BUSINESS:  Vice President Faustini stated there is no old business at this time.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to open the meeting up to the public.

Gary Jones made the motion to open the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  The motion passed unanimously.

Libby Barsky asked about the flyer for donations for the shelves.  Ms. Hansen responded that has been ongoing.  It was started with the groundbreaking and is also on our website.

Eric Aronowitz stated that so far we have received $1,500.00 for shelves and at Unity where the account was opened by the foundation, after 90 days they are going to add another $200.00 and if we get nothing else by the end of October we will have at least $1,700.00.  Vice President 
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Faustini stated that she thinks this is fantastic.

Vice President Faustini asked if there were any other comments or questions from the public.  There were none.


NEW BUSINESS:

Vice President Faustini stated that the public portion of the meeting will remain open.

1.  Payment to Structural Concepts:  

Vice President Faustini stated that a copy of this bill is in the packets and at that this time they are asking for payment in the amount of $13,720.00, which was reviewed by the architect who is agreement with this and the payment will be issued as requested.

Vice President asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.

Frank Lemos stated that last month we made a payment and now he is looking for another payment and asked what this payment was for.  Eric Aronowitz responded if you look on page 2, in Column E, $2,000.00 for Mobilization and $6,000.00 for General Conditions, which is $8,000.00 for that particular category and if you look at page 4, Column E, $6,000 for the Steel Shop Drawings, so it is $14,000.00 less 2%, which is why you are getting the $13,720. 

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to issue the payment to Structural Concepts in the amount of $13,720.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion to issue the payment to Structural Concepts in the amount of $13,720.00, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice President Faustini.  Opposed:  None.
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2.  Plaque for Chris Grippo:  

Vice President Faustini stated that this was added this evening to approve the purchase of a plaque for Chris Grippo’s retirement and asked what the Board fells is a good amount.  Gary Jones suggested $100.00.  Vice President Faustini stated that the retirement item gotten for Nina was slightly over that but that was a trophy so a plaque should be a little less.  The Board agrees with this.

Vice President called for a motion to purchase a plaque for Chris Grippo for his retirement not to exceed $100.00.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to purchase a plaque for Chris Grippo for his retirement in the amount not to exceed $100.00, seconded by Frank Lemos.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris and Vice President Faustini.  Opposed:  None.

3.  Library Logo Contest:

Vice President Faustini stated that Linda set up the board with the top 5 that were chosen by the subcommittee who were President Cullen, Vice President Faustini and Stephanie Bonanno.  These were the 5 that were all in common that received the most votes.  

Vice President Faustini stated that the first place amount is $100.00 gift card, Second runner up is a $50.00 gift card and Third runner up is a $25.00 gift card.  The money used to purchase these gift cards comes from the Book Fine money.  Annemarie asked what the gift card is for.  Vice President Faustini responded by stating just a generic American Express, Visa or MasterCard gift card to leave it open anybody’s choice, whatever one has the lower fee and suggested going to TD Bank because they do not charge a fee.  The Board agrees with this.

Melissa Katsingris asked if the Board would consider displaying the one from the child that was submitted be displayed in the library.  Linda Hansen responded she believes on two were submitted by children and the top 5 are adult and teenager designs.  Vice President Faustini added that this would not be up to the Board but the Friends.  One of the things that were discussed was a calendar which would include other entries so they would all be acknowledged.  
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This is not definite.  The Friends are going to decide.  Annemarie added maybe just frame the 
ones from the children and display them in the children’s room.   

Vice President Faustini tallied the votes and the winners were:  First place:  C, 13 points; Second Runner up:  E, 12 points; and Third Runner up:  A, 11 points.  

Vice President Faustini asked if Linda could tell the Board who they are.
Linda stated that C was a 17 year old boy, E was an adult and A was an adult with a design background.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to accept the winners of the Library Logo Contest as C, E, and A, and issue the gift cards in the amounts of:  First:  $100.00; Second:  $50.00; and Third:  $25.00.

Frank Lemos made the motion to accept the winners of the Library Logo Contest and issue the gift cards in the amounts outlined above, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Frank Lemos, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, and Vice 
President Faustini.  Opposed:  None.

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Frank Lemos made the motion to close the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Stephanie Bonanno:  Hope everybody had a nice summer and enjoyed their summer.  It is nice to see them working out there.
Melissa Katsingris:  It is great that we had 25 entries.  Audrey did a great job putting together the breakdown of the summer reading.  Hope everyone had a nice summer.
Frank Lemos:  I am happy that we had a great Labor Day.  Everything went really well except we had a tragedy and fatality who was one of our citizens so that put a little damper on it.  I hate to see the summer go so quick and am looking forward to seeing the building up.
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Gary Jones:  Happy that we are progressing.  Labor Day was a good day.  As a first responder of 9/11, which is coming up, I hope that you keep people in your prayers; the ones that suffer from whatever was in those buildings.  I hope that you have some empathy for those people.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  Echoes everybody else’s comments.
Vice President Faustini:  Happy to see the addition is under way, there is a lot of activity and a lot of positive things happening.  I am very pleased with all of the entries for the logo contest.  They all did a wonderful job and I do hope that they come up with something to display everybody’s.  That would be terrific.  The other ones were all very nice too. They all did a wonderful job.  Thank you all participants.   Thank you all for tonight.


ADJOURNMENT:

Vice President Faustini called for a motion to adjourn the meeting

Stephanie Bonanno made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 pm, seconded by Frank Lemos.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary

