These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
October 14, 2014

The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

President Cullen stated that she spoke to the following Board members who are excused from tonight’s meeting:  Gary Jones, Stephanie Wolak- vacation, Stephanie Bonanno - sick, and Robert Bengivenga - sick (who spoke to Linda and will be reminded to contact Darlene in the future)  

In attendance were President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Mayor Anesh, School Superintendent Liaison Annemarie Stoeckel and Library Director Linda Hansen.  Also Present:  Mayor’s Alternate Frank Lemos.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Mayor Anesh


President Cullen informed everyone that tonight we have the presentation of the Library Logo Winners.  Our first place winner Andrew McCarthy is here.  Rena and Amanda were not present at the meeting.  President Cullen asked Vice President Faustini to give a little background as to how many entries we had, etc.  Vice President Faustini stated that there were 25 entries, mixed ages since there was no age limit.  We voted at the last meeting on the winners.  It was fun but definitely had to go through it twice.  There were a lot of good submissions.  Andrew yours got the most votes and points out of everybody and we were crazy about your design and cannot wait to put it on hopefully a t-shirt or a tote bag and the friends are interested in doing a calendar where yours would be featured first and then the runners up and maybe even smaller versions of all the other ones to get them in there so the public gets to see all the great submissions that we had.  Thank you very much.  That one was unanimous.  President Cullen called Andrew along with the entire Board to present Andrew his prize.  At this time, the presentation was made and photographs were taken.

President Cullen asked Andrew what inspired him.  Andrew responded “this Library.”

1st Place:  Andrew McCarthy; 2nd Place:  Rena Zego; and 3rd Place:  Amanda Monari
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MINUTES:

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of September 9, 2014.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the Public meeting minutes of September 9, 2014, seconded by Mayor Anesh.  The motion passed unanimously.  Abstain:  President Cullen 


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #10948 through #10993 totaling $52,022.43 were reviewed by Vice President Faustini, Melissa Katsingris, and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the payment of vouchers.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.


MONTHLY REPORTS:

	Expense Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the expense report.  President Cullen noticed that the office supplies go up and down a lot.  Ms. Hansen responded that is because the CD/DVD security strips and book covers are expensive so it depends on the month and how much we are processing.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the expense report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

	Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the cash receipt report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the cash receipt report.
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Vice President Faustini made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

	Statistical Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board on the statistical report.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the statistical report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the statistical report, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen stated that we are up and running with our programming.  Tomorrow night we will be having a Diwali party and that is being run by two moms that come to story time and just want to share their expertise and teach some Bollywood dancing, some Diwali stories and crafts which should be fun.  There is pumpkin painting on Saturday (10/18) and the Friends will be doing their bake sale that day and the Yo-Fresh fundraiser is later that day.  We continue to have Monday Night Movies, Charlene’s crocheting classes for the adults.  Last week we had a nice talk about Syria that was presented by a local author who is of Syrian descent.  There was nothing in the suggestion box this month.  We decided on a small evening event for Chris’ retirement.  Everyone is invited to stop in between 6:00 pm and 8:30 pm on Thursday October 30, 2014 which is his last day here.  Many people have stopped in already to say how much they will miss him and his programs.  We will present him with his plaque that night as well around 7:00 pm.  We are doing well with the “Sponsor a Shelf” fundraiser and have sold 23 shelves so far.  The Friends have a lot of fundraisers coming up.  They have a page on our website that lists everything that is going on so please keep that in mind.  Ms. Hansen reminded the Board that next month’s meeting falls on Veteran’s Day so we need to discuss an alternate date for the November meeting.  Ms. Hansen stated that she had a couple of notes from Mr. Bengivenga since he would not be here tonight.  He wishes Andrew congratulations on a fine job and was also in touch with a woman who wants to donate some Indian language materials to us.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions for Linda.

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the director’s report.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the director’s report, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS:

	Finance and Budget:  Melissa Katsingris began to review the Bank Statement report and stated that she noticed the deposit in the Operating Account was almost double this month.  Melissa further advised the Board that she inquired about this and was informed that they had received two checks this month so next month the deposit may be close to zero.  Melissa then reviewed the rest of the bank statement report in detail.
President Cullen stated that there was a request that the building project check list be broken down by Company so Linda and Cheryl have accommodated and this is the bright pink paper as well and is part of Melissa’s report.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There were none.  

President Cullen called for a motion to accept the report.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to accept the financial report, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  The motion passed unanimously.

	Policy:  President Cullen stated Gary Jones had nothing to report tonight.

	Personnel:  Vice President Christine Faustini invited everyone especially the Board to come Thursday October 30th between 6:00 pm and 8:30 pm to wish Chris well and we are planning to present him a plaque at 7 pm.  Vice President Faustini asked Mr. Lemos if he could try to attend because he is Chris’s favorite.  It would be nice to have you.

	Building & Grounds:  Ms. Hansen stated Bob Bengivenga had nothing to report tonight. 

	Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.

	Community Relations:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

	Long Range Planning:  President Cullen stated there is no update.
 
	Mayor’s Report:  Mayor’s Anesh - progress. 

	Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing to report at this time.
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	Board President:  President Cullen has nothing to report at this time.

	Friends of the Library:  Frank Lemos reported for the Friends.  The bake sale is this Saturday October 18th, which was mentioned.  There is a “Tea” at the Senior Center on December 7, 2014, which is about $7.50 per person.  The Museum Pass Program is doing well and they are thinking of doing a scholarship fund and are hoping that Mrs. Nagel-Smiley could help.  Mrs. Nagel-Smiley commented that she has already agreed to this.  Mr. Lemos further stated that the Friends are coming up with these different ideas to raise funds and there are a lot of ideas floating around but they have not settled on anything yet.

OLD BUSINESS:  President Cullen stated there is no old business at this time.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  

President Cullen asked for a motion to open the meeting up to the Public.

Mayor Anesh made the motion to open the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  The motion passed unanimously.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public.

Glenn Cullen, who resides in South Plainfield, stated that the road outside (Municipal Drive) will be re-opened on Monday or Tuesday and on Saturday they will be shutting off the water to the municipal building but you should be ok here.  Once that work is done they should be able to open Municipal Drive.  One of the Board members mentioned to have better signage for entering and exiting while the road is closed.  Mr. Cullen said he would look into this.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments or questions from the public.  There were none.

President Cullen stated that the public portion will remain open for the New Business discussion.
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NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Structural Concepts Payment III:

President Cullen stated that the third payment is $97,097.12.  Andy, our Architect has certified that this is the amount that needs to be paid at this point in time.  He has reviewed everything and signed off on it.  President Cullen asked if there were any questions regarding the payment.  Vice President Faustini asked what the original amount was.  Ms. Hansen stated that she spoke to Andy and it was an error on their part and corrected it to the $97,097.12.  

President Cullen asked if there were any other questions from the Board.  There were none.

President Cullen asked if there were any questions from the public.  There were none.

President Cullen asked for a motion to pay Structural Concepts $97,097.12.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to Pay Structural Concepts $97,097.12, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:   Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

2.  Vote to accept the 2013 Library Audit:

President Cullen stated that Linda passed this out at the last meeting to review for a month.  President Cullen stated that nobody contacted her with any questions and asked Vice President Faustini and Ms. Hansen if anyone contacted them with any questions.  No one did.

President Cullen stated that since there were no questions regarding the Audit, she asked for a motion to accept the 2013 Library Audit.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the 2013 Library Audit, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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3.  Reschedule November 2014 Meeting:

President Cullen stated that the next meeting falls on November 11, 2014 which is Veteran’s Day and they are looking to reschedule the meeting on Monday November 10, 2014 but it is open for any suggestions.  

Cheryl Nagel-Smiley reminded the Board that it is a movie night.  Ms. Hansen responded that we will bump it back a week.

President Cullen asked if there were any other comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to move the meeting from November 11, 2014 to Monday November 10, 2014 at 7 pm.

Frank Lemos stated that he would not be at the meeting that evening.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to reschedule the November 11, 2014 Library Meeting to Monday November 10, 2014 at 7 pm, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.

4.  Alter Library hours on Monday November 10, 2014:

President Cullen asked Ms. Hansen to state why we need to alter the library hours on this day.  Ms. Hansen stated that the normal hours on Monday are 10:00 am to 9:00 pm and we need change it to 10:00 am to 6:00 pm on Monday November 10, 2014 for the meeting.

President Cullen asked if there were any question or comments.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to alter the library hours on Monday November 10, 2014 to 10 am to 6 pm in order to accommodate the meeting.

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to alter the library hours on Monday November 10, 2014 to 10 am to 6 pm, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Opposed:  None.
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President Cullen asked if there were any questions or comments from the public before the public portion of the meeting is closed.  There were none.

President Cullen called for a motion to close the Public portion of the meeting.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to close the Public portion of the meeting, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:.

Melissa Katsingris:  Happy Halloween!
Vice President Christine Faustini:  I am very happy that the Logo Contest was such a success, and am looking forward to seeing what we are going to do with it; hopefully the Friends can put it on some products, the letterhead would be terrific as well.  I think that  October 18th is going to be South Plainfield Day; we have pumpkin painting at the library; the Friends bake sale, Mayor’s Awareness, Fire Department Open House and also a Yo-Fresh fundraiser.
Annemarie Stoeckel:  It was nice to meet Andrew and his family tonight and always putting a face to the winner is a good thing.  I am glad he won.  I like the logo they looked like a really nice family too.
Mayor Anesh:  Congratulations Andrew, you did a great job.  I will be buying a book shelf as well from the Wedding Fund donations.
President Darlene Cullen:  Thank you Committee, Christine chaired the logo committee and Stephanie Bonanno and I were involved but Christine did all the guidelines and really orchestrated the whole thing.  Thank you Christine, you did a fabulous job.  Congratulations Andrew and his family.  It was a really hard decision, but when I first saw the drawings and I did not know who belonged to what, I said that is really a good logo for us to move onto our next phase of our library with and congratulations Rena and Amanda as well, the second and third place winners.  Thank you Christine for filling in for me for me last month.   Thank you for everything that has been going on with the library, Linda with your staff, these are very trial times with parking and things coming up with the building but this was anticipated.  Anytime you do this type of construction you are going to have a few road blocks and thank you for handling everything, you have been very professional about everything and staying on top of everything, attending the construction meetings, etc.  I thank you for all your involvement and your staff for listening, tolerating and putting up with it.  Keep the word out there anytime you build something you are going to have situations like this with parking, egress, etc.  
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We are getting a new building and remember you have to look at the big picture here and hopefully 12 months from now we will be sitting in our new building and this will be behind us and we have a lot to be proud of.

President Cullen asked if there were anymore comments from the board.  There were none.


ADJOURNMENT: 

President Cullen called for a motion to adjourn the Library Board Meeting at 7:29 pm.

Mayor Anesh made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 pm, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
