These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject 
to change or modification by the public body at the next meeting.


SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MEETING MINUTES
June 10, 2014


The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 pm.

President Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.

In attendance were President Darlene Cullen, Vice President Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees:  Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones and Stephanie Wolak, School Superintendent Liaison Annemarie Stoeckel and Library Director Linda Hansen.  Mayor Anesh arrived at 7:47pm.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Lead by Eric Aronowitz


MINUTES:

Vice President Faustini made the motion to accept the minutes of May 20, 2014, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga. 

Gary Jones made the motion to accept the Executive Session minutes of May 20, 2014, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.


PAYMENT OF VOUCHERS:

Check #10789 through #10826 totaling $39,187.02 were reviewed by Gary Jones, Vice President Faustini and President Cullen prior to the Board meeting.  President Cullen asked if there were any questions.  

Melissa Katsingris made the motion to accept the payment of vouchers, seconded by Vice President Faustini.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.
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MONTHLY REPORTS:


Expense Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions from the Board on the expense report.  

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the expense report, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.


Cash Receipt Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions from the Board on the cash receipt report.  There were none.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the cash receipt report, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.


Statistical Report:  President Cullen asked if there were any questions from the Board on the statistical report.  There were none.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the statistical report, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.


DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Ms. Hansen stated that they are continuing to work on the events in support of the Summer Reading Club for 2014 and hope to push the adult club this year a little more.  This begins on June 23, 2014 and continues throughout the summer.  The suggestion box had several comments.  The first was to arrange Sunday afternoon movies for the seniors, which could be arranged.  The next two requested that new movie/DVD rentals be longer than 2 days.  New movies tend to be in demand and you are able to renew for 2 more days which makes it a 4 day rental and after the demand dies down, they are moved to the 7 day shelves.

Ms. Hansen recommended that the Library close on Sundays in the summer (6/29/14-9/7/14) because weekends tend to be extremely slow and it doesn’t make sense to spend the extra money on staffing to be open on Sunday since normal Saturday hours are sufficient for the community’s needs.

Vice President Faustini asked if anyone complained about not being able to come in on a Sunday.  Ms. Hansen responded not that she knows of.  President Cullen asked how many 
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summers have we closed.  Ms. Hansen stated she could go back and check and thinks that probably since they have opened on a Sunday they closed on Sundays for the summer.  President Cullen commented that it has been closed on Sundays for numerous years and there have not been any complaints.  Ms. Hansen responded no.  Vice President Faustini asked if there was any summer reading before school started for the need for the library to be open on Sunday.  Ms. Hansen responded no because we are open a full day on Saturdays.    President Cullen asked if there were any other questions.  

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the director’s report, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:


Finance and Budget:  Melissa presented the Finance and Budget report.  President Cullen asked if there were any questions.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to accept the finance and budget report, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.


Policy:  Gary Jones had nothing to report at this time.


Personnel:  Vice President Christine Faustini stated that this will be covered in Executive Session.


Building & Grounds:  Bob Bengivenga stated that Confires was out to check the fire apparatus and exit signs and recommended we replace the exit signs as they are not working properly and are old and this will bring us up to code.  We asked them to send a quote but he feels this is a needed item.  Edison Heating and Cooling will be here this Thursday replacing the breakers but did not see a motion on that and feels we should have one.  Eric stated that we have a not to exceed amount of $1,000.00 and will add this under new business.


Technology:  Annemarie Stoeckel had nothing to report at this time.


Community Relations:  Vice President Faustini stated that she saw the logo contest information on the Library’s website but it is over to the left and asked if we could move it over 
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to the center.  Ms. Hansen stated that we could do that.  Vice President Faustini also stated that she saw it on the School website, The Alternative Press and in the Observer as well and hopes that with the Summer Reading Program more people will know about it.


Long Range Planning:  Entire Board as a whole – nothing at this time. 


Mayor’s Anesh:  President Cullen stated that the Mayor was running late and if he has anything to add, he will do it under Trustee Remarks.


Liaison to the Schools:  Annemarie Stoeckel stated that we are just about set with the summer reading program.  It will be posted on the school website this week; the Education Foundation book fair was this weekend, and if anyone is interested in summer reading books you can purchase them online as well.


Board President:  President Cullen stated she will report at the end of the meeting.


Friends of the Library:  Stephanie Bonanno had nothing at this time.  The next meeting is on Thursday.


EXECUTIVE SESSION:

President Cullen stated that there are 2 resolutions this evening for executive session.  One is for Personnel and the other one is for the Library Expansion negotiations.

President Cullen introduced Michael Marcus, Esq. to the board and informed Board that last year some of the Board members felt that it was a conflict of interest to have Mr. Aronowitz in the executive session when personnel matters were discussed.  President Cullen went to Mr. Rizzo who is the Town attorney, and this was a conflict of interest for him as well, so he suggested some names. One of the names was Mr. Marcus, who is an attorney in Town and is a Councilman in Scotch Plains. Therefore, he is well versed in executive sessions and will be joining us in the Personnel portion of the executive session. Eric will come in the second portion of executive session for the Library Expansion negotiations.
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Stephanie Wolak made the motion to go into executive session to discuss personnel and the library expansion, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, President Cullen.

Please let the record note that Mayor Anesh arrived at 7:47pm during executive session.

President Cullen asked for a motion to add a resolution to the agenda to accept and award a contract in the amount of $2,619,000.00 to Structural Concepts, Inc. for additions and alterations to the South Plainfield Free Public Library.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to add the resolution as stated above, seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.


PUBLIC COMMENT:  
President Cullen asked for a motion to open the public portion.

Mayor Anesh made the motion to open the meeting up to public session, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:  

President Cullen asked for a motion to add the Edison Heating and Cooling proposal to replace the breakers for the air conditioning unit not to exceed $1,000.00.

Mayor Anesh made the motion to add the Edison Heating and Cooling proposal to replace the breakers for the air conditioning unit not to exceed $1,000, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS:

Annual Salaries for the Library Pages:

President Cullen asked for a motion to approve raises for the part-time hourly employees as follows:  two hourly part-timers by .75 cents per hour, and two hourly part-timers by .50 cents per hours.

Bob Bengivenga made the motion to approve the above raises for the part-time hourly employees as outlined above, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  

Annual Salaries for professional and support staff:

President Cullen asked for a motion for raises for professional and paraprofessional employees.

Stephanie Bonanno made the motion to approve the raises for the professionals and paraprofessionals, seconded by Bob Bengivenga.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  

Summer Sunday Hours:

President Cullen asked for a motion to close Sunday’s in the summer from June 29, 2014 through September 7, 2014.

Vice President Faustini made the motion to approve the closing of the Library on Sunday’s in the summer from June 29, 2014 through September 7, 2014, seconded by Stephanie Wolak.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  

President Cullen asked for a motion for Edison Heating and Cooling to replace the breakers on the air conditioning unit not to exceed $1,000.00.
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Mayor Anesh made the motion to accept Edison Heating and Cooling to replace the breakers on the air conditioning unit, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.

President Cullen asked for a motion to accept the bid and award the contract in the amount of  $2,619,000.00 to Structural Concepts, Inc. for the addition and alterations to the South Plainfield Free Public Library.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to accept the bid and award the contract, seconded by Gary Jones.  In Favor:  Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.  Abstain:  Bob Bengivenga.

President Cullen asked if there were any public comments.
Libby asked how many bids there were.  Eric responded there were 4.

President Cullen asked for a motion to close the public portion of the meeting.

Annemarie Stoeckel made the motion to close the public portion, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno.  In Favor:  Bob Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno, Gary Jones, Mayor Anesh, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Wolak, Melissa Katsingris, Vice President Faustini, and President Cullen.


TRUSTEE REMARKS:

Stephanie Bonanno:   Happy Father’s Day!
Robert Bengivenga:  Happy Father’s Day to all fathers and I am pleased with the salary raises and thinks everything is going pretty smooth and we need to get someone to paint the urinal in the men’s room and a happy father’s day. 
Melissa Katsingris:  Thanks the personnel committee for putting together all the information and for all their work because they did a great job.  Happy Father’s Day.
Stephanie Wolak:  Ditto to what Melissa said and everyone enjoy your summer until we see you next month.
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Vice President Christine Faustini:  Thank you Linda and all the employees for doing such a great job to make my job a lot easier to make my recommendations to the personnel committee and the board. I am very happy and excited about the bid and asked Linda to get a book out and presented to Mayor Anesh to read about building a new town library in a very special story time in the near future.
Gary Jones:  I always say Happy Mother’s Day and Happy Father’s Day to all the people that are raising their children by themselves, so if you are in that situation or anybody, Happy Father’s Day because I know it is a tough job for two people, just one, or grandparents.
Annemarie Stoeckel: I echo everyone else’s said comments.  Christine and the committee did a wonderful job putting it together, it made it so much easier and Happy Father’s Day and enjoy the summer.
Eric Aronowitz:  Thank you for giving me this opportunity.  I am really excited about the bid and the awarded contract.  I have been involved with this project probably, this is my 16th year involved with the library board and in reference that the Mayor would appreciate, when the NY Rangers won the Stanley Cup in 1994, after 50 years there was a gentleman holding up a sign “Now I can die happy”, I am not going to that extreme but never thought I would actually see this day where we were actually moving forward with an expansion. I would like to thank everyone, Darlene you really moved this forward, Mayor thank you, everyone who served on the Mayor’s committee, you did a tremendous job and I am really pleased.
President Darlene Cullen:  Thank you to Christine, Gary and Linda, the personnel committee it was an awesome experience.  Linda came prepared with all the reviews and she put in a lot of work.  Christine you did a fabulous job with your presentation and all the research that you did at the personnel committee and to the (inaudible) thank you very much.  Gary thank you for your input.  Mayor we always have insightful recommendations to say the least.  I am excited the library is going into a new chapter.  I would really like to thank Eric, Linda and the library staff for staying focused, being positive, and providing guidance and your expertise.  Mayor Anesh, former Council President Ray Rusnak, Derryck White, as well as all the members of the council who have supported this right along, we are very appreciative and you have been the driving forces from the governing body to ensure that this project becomes a reality.  For the former trustees that have never lost sight and have been here, Eric, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, and Nina Rohrer who may not attend the meeting but she is constantly messaging me where we are with the project.  For our current board, everybody who has been supportive, giving up your personal time and your dedication to the library.  Our professionals who have provided guidance, remained focused, without them I don’t know where we would be.  Thank you Len Miller, Andy 
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Trocchia, Eric Aronowitz, our attorney, and my husband Glenn.  To all keep your dreams alive and understand to achieve, anything requires faith and belief in yourself and in hard work and determination and dedication and that what we have all given.  Thank you.
Mayor Anesh:  My part is simple.  When I ran for Mayor and was elected to be Mayor there was a couple things I wanted to finally resolve and you never know if they are going to go the right way besides the regular stuff keeping the borough budget and taxes where they should be.  There are a couple of issues going on in this town for a long time.  We have got Hollywood Avenue, which has been talked about longer than some of us have been alive and we are glad with the Council support and engineer that we got that done but that is not why we are here today, it is the Library, something that has clearly been needed to be done.  Over the years, there were various proposals that not everybody saw eye to eye, but I think for the most part we agreed something needed to be done. It is never an easy thing, you are never going to have everyone happy and that is probably a good indication that you have done something right.  We are not going to have a shiny new 5, 6, 8 million dollar building on what my opinion is an undersized lot and we are not going to have this same old building for the next 40 or 60 years which I think everybody agrees is a good thing.  We are going to have something in between.  My point to this board, I think everybody knows, and to Darlene ever since we did that first Dr. Seuss thing when she was #1, we coined the phrase when you want something done give it to #1 and Darlene really did tirelessly along with the committee and the entire board and Eric fight to see this through and it is not easy.  We are going to have something to fit the community.  It will be a nice building and it is going to make the far majority of our residents happy.  What my point when coming to the board and especially to Linda was this is what the community I think judging what we worked through over the last several years, this is what we can do.  I am not forcing it upon you.  If you want to hold out for another day and get something else so be it but if we are going to move forward it has to be what this board likes and the professions that serve the residents in this building like. As soon as we got indication that you were on board and this is something that you thought was viable and all of the workers here and staff here, that was indication to me that we were at least on the right path so I couldn’t be happier that we are here.  I guess a couple of meetings ago when we did not get the result we were hoping for with the bids, but it looks like we did even better this time around.  Thank you Eric for everything that you have done.  I know it is near and dear to your heart and at the end of the day we have accomplished something here.  We have resolved a long standing issue and each and every one of you played a role in that and each and every one of you should feel good about that.  Congratulations and thank you.  You have the utmost respect and admiration for what you have done and let’s just see it all the way through.
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ADJOURNMENT:

Melissa Katsingris made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 826: pm, seconded by Gary Jones.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,
Carmela A. Sutor
Library Board Secretary
