These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject

To change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

MINUTES
JANUARY 14, 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 PM.

Ms .Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.
In attendance were President, Darlene Cullen, Vice President, Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees, Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno,

Stephanie Wolak, and Gary Jones.  Mayor’s Alternate, Frank Lemos and School Superintendent Liaison, Annemarie Stoeckel.  Also in attendance was Library Director, Linda Hansen and Board Secretary, Patricia Gustafson.

Guests in attendance were Board attorney, Eric Aronowitz , Ken Morgan, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Glenn Cullen and Libby Barsky.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- Lead by Mr. Robert Bengivenga

President Cullen welcomed Stephanie Wolak to the Board. Stephanie and her family have been longtime patrons of the Library and we are thrilled to have her on the Board. Board members each welcomed and introduced themselves to Stephanie.

Election of Officers for 2014
Christine Faustini nominated Darlene Cullen for President, seconded by Melissa Katsingris.  No other nominations – nomination for president is closed.  After roll call vote Ms. Cullen was re-elected as President 8-0.

Darlene Cullen nominated Christine Faustini for Vice President, seconded by Stephanie Bonanno – No other nominations – nomination for vice president is closed. After roll call vote Ms. Faustini was re-elected as Vice President 8-0

Frank Lemos nominated Melissa Katsingris for Treasurer, seconded by Christine Faustini –since there were no other nominations, nomination for treasurer was closed.  After roll call vote Ms. Katsingris was elected Treasurer 8-0.
Ms. Cullen said from here on Stephanie Bonnano would be referred to as Stephanie B. and Stephanie Wolak would be referred to as Stephanie W.
MINUTES: Mr. Bengivenga questioned some of the trustee comments, the various comments were made clear to the board.
A motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to accept the minutes of December 10th, 2013 minutes. Motion passed with Robert Bengivenga abstaining.

Payment of Vouchers: Checks # 10603 thu #10640 totaling $95,324.76 were reviewed by Gary Jones and Christine Faustini prior to Board meeting.  Motion was made by Annemarie Stoeckel and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to accept payment of vouchers #10603 thru #106509 and #10611 thru #10640.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Darlene Cullen to pay check #10610.  Motion passed with Christine Faustini abstaining.

Monthly Reports:
Expense Report: Motion was made by Annemarie Stoeckel and seconded by Gary Jones to accept the expense report.  Motion passed 9-0
Cash Receipts: Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to accept the cash receipts report. Motion passed 9-0

Statistical Report: Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to accept the Statistical report.  Motion passed 9-0

Director’s Report
Library Director, Linda Hansen, went over the Director’s Report for the Board. The Library received a donation from Umicore; The company donates every year to the library. Ms. Hansen also welcomed Stephanie Wolak to the Board; her family was the only ones to show up for her first Saturday story time. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Gary Jones to accept the Director’s Report. Motion passed 9-0.
Committee Reports
Finance and Budget: After review of the financial report, a motion was made by Stephanie Bonnano and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to accept the Finance Report. Motion passed 9-0
 Policy- Mr. Gary Jones had nothing to report

 Personnel – Christine Faustini had nothing to report at this time

 Building and Grounds – Robert Bengivenga had nothing to report and asked to be excused.  He was excused at 7:13 PM.

 Community Relations – Darlene Cullen has nothing to report

 Technical Committee – Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing at this time.

 Long Range Planning – Darleen Cullen has nothing at this time

 Mayor’s Report – Frank Lemos said he had nothing from the mayor 

Liaison to School – Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing at this time from the Superintendent
 President’s Report – Darlene Cullen said she will be forming committees for the year so email her by end of next week for any committee you would be interested in serving on.  The purpose of the committees is to discuss and investigate matters and bring them to the board for further discussion.
Friends of the Library – Stephanie Bonnano did not attend, but Linda Hansen gave us the following report:  The Friends are discontinuing the Intrepid passes as it wasn’t being used enough and it cost $500.00.  They purchased passes for Insect-tropolis which is a bug museum.  Also meeting for “Read Across America”, The Friends will meet next on February 20 at 7 PM here at Library to go over final details for “Read Across America” – regular meeting for February has been cancelled.
Old Business: There is no old business to discuss.

Motion was made by Gary Jones and seconded by Frank Lemos to open the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
New Business:
1. Discussion was held pertaining to change meeting dates for Oct. and Nov. holidays.  It was decided to review the dates again later in the year. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to establish schedule of meetings for 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.

2. Holiday schedule Ms. Hansen said we usually follow the town schedule, and we did not have a problem this year with being closed Christmas Eve and New Years Eve.  Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to accept the holiday schedule for 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.

3. Ms. Hansen explained the Sunday closing schedule. Summer Sunday hours to be discussed later in the year.  Motion was made by Melissa Katsingris and seconded by Frank Lemos to accept the Sunday closing schedule.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to retain Eric Aronowitz to provide legal services for 2014 at an hourly rate of $100.00 – not to exceed $5000.00. Motion passed unanimously.
5. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Stephanie Bonnano to retain Suplee, Clooney & Co. to provide professional accounting services to conduct the 2013 library audit – fee not to exceed $2350.00.  Motion passed unanimously.
6. We did receive 2 bids for computer support one from Arthur Walter and one from Unicom. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to retain Arthur Walter (Majestic Enterprises) to provide computer consulting services for 2014 at a rate of $90.00 for the first hour and $80.00 thereafter for site visits - $90.00 for remote access for up to one hour and phone support is  $80.00 per hour, total not to exceed $17,000.00.  Motion passed unanimously.
7. Motion was made by Christine Faustini and seconded by Frank Lemos to retain Joan Delman as webmaster at an hourly rate of $40.00 not to exceed $16,000.00. Motion passed unanimously.
8. Motion was made by Stephanie Bonnano and seconded Frank Lemos to authorize the library director to purchase books, etc. for the South Plainfield library for 2014. Motion passed unanimously.
9. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to designate The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune as official newspapers for the South Plainfield Public Library in 2014.  Motion passed unanimously.
10. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Christine Faustini to authorize transfer of $250,000.00 from 2013 operating budget to the Municipality Savings 1B account (Capital Reserve Fund). Motion passed unanimously.
Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to close the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Trustees Remarks
Stephanie Bonnano - welcome Stephanie Wolak
Melissa Katsingris – also welcome Stephanie W. to Board

Stephanie Wolak - happy to be here and part of the Board

Christine Faustini - is looking forward to another year 

Frank Lemos - would like to welcome Stephanie Wolak to the Board, looks like another exciting year and a lot on our plate.

Gary Jones - wished everyone a happy and safe new year and welcome Stephanie W. to the board.

Annemarie Stoeckel - welcome to Stephanie W. wished everyone a happy new year 

Linda Hansen - welcome Stephanie W and congratulations to all new officers.

Darlene Cullen - welcome Stephanie W. again and looking forward to working with you and wish to thank the Board “for having faith in electing me president again”.  Happy New Year to everyone.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Christine Faustini and seconded by Frank Lemos to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 PM.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Gustafson
