These minutes have not been formally approved and are subject

To change or modification by the public body at the next meeting

SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

MINUTES
February 11, 2014
The meeting was called to order by President Darlene Cullen at 7 PM.

Ms. Cullen announced that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act and as such, proper notice of the meeting was published in the official newspapers, The Observer, The Courier-News and The Home News Tribune.
In attendance were President, Darlene Cullen, Vice President, Christine Faustini, and Treasurer Melissa Katsingris.  Trustees, Robert Bengivenga, Stephanie Bonanno and
Stephanie Wolak.  Mayor’s Alternate, Frank Lemos and School Superintendent Liaison, Annemarie Stoeckel.  Also in attendance was Library Director, Linda Hansen and Board Secretary, Patricia Gustafson.  Gary Jones arrived at 7:01 PM.
Guests in attendance were Board attorney, Eric Aronowitz, Ken Morgan, Cheryl Nagel-Smiley, Ken Bonanno, Chrissy Buteas, and Tom Laskowski.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE- Lead by Stephanie Wolak
The following committee’s assignments where announced by President Darlene Cullen:

Policy – Chairperson, Gary Jones, Stephanie Wolak and Christine Faustini

Personnel – Chairperson, Christine Faustini, Gary Jones and Darlene Cullen
Finance and Budget – Chairperson, Melissa Katsingris, Christine Faustini and Darlene Cullen.
Building and Grounds – Chairperson, Bob Bengivenga, Gary Jones, and Darlene Cullen

Technology – Chairperson, Annemarie Stoeckel, Stephanie Bonanno and Stephanie Wolak

Community Relations – This committee will represent the library within the community, enhance image and participates in programs as requested by the director.

Chairperson, Darlene Cullen, Frank Lemos as Mayor’s representative and anyone else who would like to be on the committee.
Friends of the Library – Stephanie Bonanno and Frank Lemos

Ms. Cullen thanked everyone for their input as to what committee they would like to serve on.

MINUTES: 
The following corrections were made to the minutes:  - Payment of vouchers, “Christine Faustini was present not voting”. Darlene Cullen named misspelled and also Stephanie Bonanno spelled incorrectly.
A motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Gary Jones to accept the minutes of the January 14th meeting.  Motion passed with Robert Bengivenga abstaining.
Payment of Vouchers: Checks # 10641 thu #10674 totaling $34,812.04 were reviewed by Gary Jones and Christine Faustini prior to Board meeting.  Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to accept payment of vouchers.  The motion passed unanimously.
Monthly Reports:
Expense Report: Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Annemarie Stoeckel to accept the expense report.  Motion passed 9-0
Cash Receipts: Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to accept the cash receipts report. Motion passed 9-0

Statistical Report: Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Gary Jones to accept the statistical report.  Motion passed 9-0

Director’s Report
Due to the recent snow storms, Ms. Hansen did not have much to report. Talked about “Read Across America” which will be held at the Senior Center this year.  Volunteers are welcomed and needed. Christine Faustini asked if Ms. Hansen would like some teenagers to help.  Also has a large box for Valentine’s for veterans at Menlo Park, which were signed by over 300 patrons of the library. 

Ms. Hansen would like to have a technology committee meeting in the near future. Motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to accept the director’s report. Motion passed unanimously.
Committee Reports
Finance and Budget: After review of the financial report, a motion was made by Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Frank Lemos to accept the Finance Report. Motion passed 9-0
Policy- Mr. Gary Jones is in touch with Ms. Hansen periodically. And will continue to do so.
 Personnel – Christine Faustini has nothing to report at this time

 Building and Grounds – Robert Bengivenga said Edison Heating and Cooling did maintenance on the heating system on 1/29/14.   He called Edison Heating and requested that they let the library know when they will be on site.
 Community Relations – Darlene Cullen has nothing to report

 Technology Committee – Annemarie Stoeckel has nothing at this time.

Long Range Planning – Darlene Cullen – We hope to have the architect here tonight to discuss updated plans
 Mayor’s Report – Frank Lemos said he had nothing from the mayor 

Liaison to School – Annemarie Stoeckel has few schools looking for guest readers for “Read Across America” – contact information is on flyer she has.  Christine Faustini said she read at Grant School last year and will read at Grant again this year. The kids really enjoyed having the books read to them even though they are older.  There is a camera at the school to take pictures for the yearbook.
President’s Report – Darlene Cullen said she attended a fund raiser that was well organized and a huge success.   She is bringing this up because we have to start thinking about doing some fundraising for the library, which would have to be done thru the “Friends”.  Ms. Cullen said she would like some fundraising suggestions at next meeting
Friends of the Library – Meeting was cancelled until the Feb.20th to discuss “Read Across America”
Old Business: There is no old business to discuss
Motion was made by Robert Bengivenga and seconded by Frank Lemos to open the public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
New Business:                         
A motion was made by Frank Lemos and seconded by Robert Bengivenga to transfer one Dell computer to South Plainfield Department of Social Services.  
After a roll call vote motion passed 9-0.
Trustees Remarks
Stephanie Bonnano - nothing
Melissa Katsingris – nothing to say
Robert Bengivengia –Happy Valentine’s Day and hope it doesn’t snow
Stephanie Wolak -  has nothing at this time
Christine Faustini – everyone stay safe and warm
Frank Lemos – Happy Valentine’s Day
Gary Jones  - stay safe and warm
Annemarie Stoeckel -  same – stay safe and warm
Mr. Andrew Trocchia, architect for the new library gave a short presentation on updated plans for the new library.  There is a sanitary pipe that has created an issue and a few of the offices had to be moved and the entrance platform will be suspended over the pipe.  Entry stays the same; circulation desk is also in the same area. Mr. Lemos asked what the change would be in present library.  Mr. Trocchia said current library will be renovated and will remain open during construction and renovations.  
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley asked if the children’s circulation desk would be able to see all the stacks.  Cameras will be in use in the stack areas so all patrons can be observed.  Tom Laskowski asked if entrance would be the same, yes facing driveway.  Bob Bengivenga asked for copy of plans.

President Darlene Cullen said permit was received from the DPT to build. Tom Laskowski also asked about the water table – Mr. Trocchia said addition will be 2 1/2 ft. higher then existing building.  Existing building will have walled area with dam door and water will flow underneath.

 Darlene Cullen said next step is to make presentation in front of mayor and council.  The current library will be only one story.
Motion was made by Gary Jones and seconded by Frank Lemos to close public portion of the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Christine Faustini and seconded by Melissa Katsingris to adjourn the meeting at 7:33 PM.  The motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia Gustafson
